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w we  salute  your  great  organization, 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  . . . site  of  your 
62nd  annual  convention  . . . and  the 
Minuteman  who  represents  the  nation’s 
individualist  spirit.  This  one  of  a kind  col- 
lector decanter  is  made  of  genuine  Hurst- 
bourne  China  with  24  kt.  gold  leaf.  After 
the  convention,  the  mold  will  be  destroyed, 
making  it  truly  a collectors’  item.  Filled 
with  famous  Daviess  County 
Bourbon  made  from  the 
original  family  recipe,  this 
decanter  will  keep  mem- 
ories of  friends  and  fellow- 
ship always  with  you.  So 
enjoy  your  convention  and 
take  home  a memory  of 
famous  Daviess  County 
Bourbon  . . . Kentucky’s 
finest. 


Collectors  Series 
Limited  Edition 


FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 

WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America;  to 
maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate,  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism; 
to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars;  to 
inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community , state  and  nation; 
to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the 
master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 
by  our  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. 
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ABOUT  THE  COVER:  Mr.  James  A Chaney,  a 
Legionnaire  and  the  Art  Editor  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  designed  and  produced  the 
“ Boston80"  cover  for  the  62nd  National  Conven- 
tion Souvenir  Program.  Eloquent  in  its  simplicity, 
the  cover  graphically  captures  the  spirit  of  Boston 
by  employing  two  familiar  landmarks.  The  Old 
North  Church  provides  a fitting  background  for 
the  statue  of  Paul  Revere  as  he  forever  begins  his 
famous  midnight  ride  to  warn  of  the  approaching 
British  troops.  Though  the  city  has  changed  in 
many  ways  with  the  passage  of  years,  the  essence 
that  made  Boston  the  "cradle  of  liberty " is  eternal. 
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National  Commander’s  Message  of  Welcome 

to  Delegates  and  Guests 

62nd  Annual  National  Convention 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  welcome  all  convention  delegates 
and  guests  to  historic  Boston  and  the  62nd  Annual  Con- 
vention of  The  American  Legion. 

This  has  been  a year  in  which  the  continuing  need  for  a 
strong,  active  and  influential  American  Legion  has  been 
dramatized  perhaps  more  than  at  any  time  since  the  early 
1970s.  Our  performance  has  been  reasoned  and  responsi- 
ble in  the  face  of  both  international  and  domestic  crises. 

The  blatant  disregard  of  Iran  for  the  niceties  of  interna- 
tional diplomacy  and  world  order  seem  to  trigger  other 
dangerous  adventures  on  the  international  scene  — the 
Soviet  invasion  of  Afghanistan  — terrorist  seizure  of  the 
Dominican  Republic’s  embassy  in  Bogota,  Colombia  — 
and  we  demand  of  our  country  preparedness  to  counter  the 
threat  of  anarchy  and  of  terrorism.  We  applaud  the 
Tehran  rescue  effort  of  April  25.  We  regret  the  necessity 
for  aborting  the  mission.  We  share  the  grief  of  those  who 
lost  loved  ones  in  the  unsuccessful  effort. 

National  Convention  resolution  in  1978,  called  for  train- 
ing of  a sufficient  number  of  special  forces  to  cope  with 
terrorist  threats  around  the  world,  and  further  called  upon 
the  Congress  to  provide  funds  for  such  a force.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  this  year  we  called  for  a firm,  strong  foreign 
policy  — a policy  believable  to  our  allies  and  potential 
enemies  alike.  Regretfully,  we  still  seek  such  a policy. 

In  a major  address  to  our  1980  Washington  Conference, 
President  Carter  told  us  he  was  requesting  funding  for 
training  special  forces  with  such  capabilities.  He  also  told 
us  of  his  request  for  a more  adequate  military  budget  to 
meet  the  defense  needs  of  the  nation  more  realistically. 
These  things  the  Legion  had  called  for  well  in  advance  of 
events  which  pinpointed  the  need  for  them. 

Domestically,  we  are  faced  with  economic  crises  — 
problems  created  largely  by  our  dependence  of  foreign 
energy  sources.  The  American  Legion  as  far  back  as  our 
1977  National  Convention  called  upon  the  nation  to  adopt 
a comprehensive  energy  policy.  We  recognized  the  need  for 
conservation,  and  most  of  us  have  been  forced  into  it  by 
spiraling  energy  costs.  However,  conservation  is  simply  a 
stop-gap  measure,  not  a solution.  We  call  for  research  and 
development  of  potential  energy  sources  which  hold  the 
promise  of  adequate  supplies  for  the  future.  We  have 
pledged  our  support  and  cooperation  for  such  measures. 

Our  concerns  spring  from  at  least  two  sources  — that  of 
veterans  and  all  too  many  other  Americans  facing  unem- 
ployment as  a result  of  economic  problems  and  federal 


FRANK  I.  HAMILTON 


budget  cuts  that  pose  a real  threat  to  the  continued  mean- 
ingful existence  of  the  hospital-medical  system  of  the 
Veterans  Administration.  We  recognize  the  need  for 
economy  in  government,  but  our  government  also  has  re- 
sponsibilities to  serve  the  needs  of  the  veteran  after  the 
veteran  has  served  his  country.  This  is  where  the  con- 
tinuing need  for  a strong  American  Legion  enters  in,  and  I 
know  the  accomplishments  of  this  convention  will  give  this 
organization  proper  guidelines  to  grow  in  strength  and  in 
service  in  the  years  ahead. 
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WHERETO  REGISTER 


OBTAIN  INFORMATION 

BUY  MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR  TICKETS 


Four  locations  will  be  maintained  in  the  Boston  area  for 
the  convenience  of  convention  attendees.  You  may  register 
for  the  convention  ($5.00  per  adult),  secure  answers  to 
your  convention  questions  and  buy  tickets  for  the  Musical 
Spectacular. 


Booth  locations  will  be  in  the  — 

SHERATON  BOSTON  HOTEL  - (2nd  Floor) 

JOHN  B.  HYNES  VETERANS  AUDITORIUM  - 
(2nd  Floor) 

BOSTON  PARK  PLAZA  HOTEL  MEZZANINE 


In  addition  to  the  above  a registration/information 
booth  will  operate  in  the  Main  Floor  Foyer  of  the  John  B. 
Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium  on  the  days  of  convention  ses- 
sions - August  19,  20  and  21. 


Booths  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  the  Main  Floor 
Foyer  of  the  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium  will 
operate  from  1 :00  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  on  Thursday,  August 
14  and  daily  thereafter  from  9:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  until 
taken  out  of  service. 


The  Musical  Spectacular  will  be  held  in  Boston  Univer- 
sity s Nickerson  Field  on  Saturday,  August  16  commencing 
at  7:00  P.M.  Tickets  for  the  Musical  Spectacular  are  priced 
at  $6.00  each. 


All  persons  (except  those  under  age  12)  are  reminded 
that  the  official  convention  badge  or  other  approved 
credentials  are  required  to  gain  entry  into  the  General  Con- 
vention Sessions  scheduled  to  take  place  August  19,  20  and 
21  in  the  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium. 


“WE  HELP  AMERICA  WORK” 
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On  the 

continuing  evolution 
of  a new  breed  of  cars. 


For  more  than  half  a decade  now, 
General  Motors  has  been  embarked 
on  a program  to  redesign  and 
re-engineer  its  cars  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  a changing  world. 

We've  done  this  for  two  reasons. 
First,  to  help  conserve  the  world's 
dwindling  supply  of  natural 
resources— the  petroleum  products, 
iron,  copper  and  other  commodities 
that  make  up  our  products.  Second, 
to  respond  to  the  changing  needs 
and  wants  of  our  customers. 

In  the  process  we  have  introduced 
a whole  new  breed  of  GM  cars— 
subcompacts,  compacts,  personal 
luxury,  mid-size  and  full- 
size  models.  In  fact,  for  1980 
we  re-redesigned  our  full-size 
cars  to  make  them  even  more 


weight-,  room-  and  materials- 
efficient  than  they  were.  And  the 
new  front-wheel-drive  compacts 
we  brought  to  market  for  1980  have 
captured  the  interest  of  American 
car-buyers  like  perhaps  no  cars  in 
our  history. 

These  changes  have  not  come 
cheap.  They've  cost  billions,  and 
we'll  be  spending  billions  more  in 
years  to  come  to  provide  the  kind 
of  cars  America  expects  from  GM. 

If  you're  in  the  market  for  a 
new  car,  may  we  suggest  that  you 
see  some  that  are  in  tune  with 
the  times. 

They're  at  your  Chevrolet, 
Pontiac,  Oldsmobile,  Buick 
or  Cadillac  Dealer's  show- 
room now. 


MARK  OF  EXCELLENCE 


Designing  and  Building 
Cars  for  a Changing  World 
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Going  to 
Baft  for 
Americas 

Youth. 


American  Legion  Baseball  has  given  thousands 
of  young  people  the  opportunity  to  learn  the 
values  of  fair  play  and  excellence  in  athletic 
competition.  Over  60%  of  today’s  major  leaguers 
are  graduates  of  the  program. 

The  American  Legion  has  supported  our 
youth  in  many  other  ways  too.  American 
Education  Week,  Boys  State,  the  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Contest  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Achievement  are 
just  a few  of  the  ways  Legionnaires  have 
gotten  involved. 

We  applaud  the  American  Legion  for 
this  commitment.  And  we  thank  you  for 
allowing  us  to  serve  your  group  insurance 
needs  over  the  past  21  years. 


Occidental  Life 

A Transamerica  Company 


Underwriters  of  the 
American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan 
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Best  Wishes 
for  your 

62nd  Annual  Convention 


We  are  proud  to  be 
insurers  to 

The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters 
and  departments 

THE 

Great-West  Life 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY 

G-771 


U.S.  HEADQUARTERS -DENVER, COLORADO 
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1980  REGIONAL 
LEADERSHIP  SEMINARS 

The  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
invite  you  to  attend 
a 1980  Leadership  Seminar 
in  your  region 
to 

learn  about  and  participate  in 
our  programs. 

Conferences  will  cover 

Americanism,  Children  and  Youth,  Economics, 

National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Legislative,  Membership,  Public  Relations  and 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation. 

Region  #3 

1980  September  5-7,  1980 

Hilton  Gateway 
Orlando,  Florida 
(Kissimmee) 
Departments: 

Florida 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Tennessee 


Region  #1 

September  12-14,  1980  Region  #6 

Sheraton  Park  Plaza  September  12-14,  1980 

Des  Moines  Hyatt  House  Haven,  Connecticut 

Departments: 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Connecticut 

Departments: 

Maine 

Iowa 

Massachusetts 

Kansas 

New  Hampshire 

Minnesota 

Rhode  Island 

Nebraska 

Vermont 

North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 

Region  #7 

September  26-28, 

1980  Region  #5 

Hyatt  Regency 

September  26-28,  1980 

Phoenix,  Arizona 

Ramada  O’Hare  Inn 

Departments: 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Arizona 

Departments: 

California 

Illinois 

Colorado 

Indiana 

Hawaii 

Michigan 

Nevada 

Missouri 

New  Mexico 

Ohio 

Utah 

Wisconsin 

Region  #2 

Region  #4 

October  3-5,  1980 

October  3-5 

, 1980 

Marriott  Inn 

Dallas  Hilton 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  Dallas,  Texas 

Departments: 

Departments: 

Delaware 

Alabama 

District  of  Columbia  Arkansas 

Maryland 

Louisiana 

New  Jersey 

Mississippi 

New  York 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

Texas 

West  Virginia 

Registration  Fee  $5.00  Per  Person 

For  Registration  and  Information  Contact  Your 
Department  Adjutant  or  Secretary 


Region  #8 

September  5-7, 

Red  Lion  Inn 

Boise,  Idaho 

Departments: 

Alaska 

Idaho 

Montana 

Oregon 

Washington 

Wyoming 
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REUNIONS 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  BANQUET 
FOR  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom 

Tuesday,  August  19  — 7:30  P.M. 


HISTORIANS  AND 
FOUNDERS  LUNCHEON 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza 
Ballroom  # 1 

Saturday,  August  16  — 12:00  Noon 


FODPAL  BREAKFAST  MEETING 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
Commonwealth  Room 
Monday,  August  18  — 7:30  A.M. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  COLLEGE 
CLASS  OF  1954 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
Liberty  Room  B 
Breakfast 

Monday,  August  18  - 7:00  A.M. 


PAST  COMMANDERS’  LUNCHEON 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza 
Carver  Ballroom 
Reception  and  Luncheon 
Monday,  August  18  — 11:45  A.M. 


NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OF  WORLD 
WAR  NURSES  REUNION 

Lenox  Hotel 

Copley  Room  # 1 

Sunday,  August  17  — 10:30  A.M. 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza 
Carver  Ballroom 
Installation  Dinner 
Saturday,  August  23  — 7:00  P.M. 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Travelodge  — Beacon  Street 
Meetings  — August  13-15 
Reception  — August  15  — 6:30  P.M. 
Banquet  — August  15  — 7:30  P.M. 


AND  DINNERS 

AMERICAN  LEGION  PRESS  ASSOCIATION 
(NALPA) 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
Beacon  Room  A 
Meeting 

Monday,  August  18  — 1:00  P.M. 

Reception  and  Dinner 
Fairfax  Room 

Monday,  August  18  — 6:30  P.M. 


ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
Constitution  Room  (2nd  Floor) 

Breakfast  Meeting 

Tuesday,  August  19  — 7:30  A.M. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
STATES  DINNER 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom 

Wednesday,  August  20  — 8:00  P.M. 


GET  OUT  THE 
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>-  Where  the  Difference  Is  Obvious 


Free  overnight  parking  *Free  airport  limousine 
to  hotel  • Six  restaurants  and  lounges* 

Boston’s  most  complete  meeting  and  banquet  facilities 

64  Arlington  Street 
Boston,  MA  02117 

Toll-free  reservations  (800)  225-2008  (Except  MA)  In  Mass:  (617)  426-2000 

>000^  ^ 

THE  LENOX  HOTEL 

Boston's  Best  Kept  Secret 

Indoor  parking* Free  airport  limousine  to  hotel 
Award  winning  guest  rooms  and  restaurants 

710  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Toll-free  reservations  (800)  225-7676  (Except  MA)  In  Mass:  (617)  536-5300 


For  the  Economy- Minded  Traveler 

Indoor  parking  • Airport  limousine  to  hotel 
Home  of  the  world  famous  Cafe  Budapest 
Restaurant 

47  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Toll-free  reservations  (800)  225-7062  (Except  MA)  In  Mass:  (617)  536-9000 

Cllf)  Operated  by  Hotels  of  Tradition,  Inc. 
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NATIONAL  CONTESTS  AND 

NATIONAL  CONTESTS  SUPERVISORY  COMMITTEE  SCHEDULE 

August  14-18,  1980 


Thursday, 

9:30 

1:30 

2:00 


August  14:  Hampton  Room,  3rd  Floor,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
a.m.  Executive  Section  N.C.S.C.  and  Chief  Judges 
p.m.  Local  Contest  Committee  Chairmen,  N.C.S.C. 

Executive  Section  and  Chief  Judges 
p.m.  Inspection  of  Sites 


Friday,  August  15:  Hampton  Room,  3rd  Floor,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
8:30  a.m.  Local  Contest  Committee  Meeting  with  full  N.C.S.C. 

1:30  p.m.  Meeting  of  Representatives,  full  N.C.S.C.  and  Chief  Judges 

1:30  p.m.  Jr.  Bands 

2:00  p.m.  Sr.  Bands 

2:30  p.m.  Chorus  and  Quartets 

3:00  p.m.  Jr.  and  Sr.  Color  Guards 

3:30  p.m.  Jr.  and  Sr.  Drill  Teams  and  Firing  Squads 


Saturday,  August  16:  Contests* 

7:00  a.m.  Meeting  of  Drum  Corps  Representatives 
Nickerson  Field,  Boston  University 
8:00  a.m.  Corps  Preliminaries 

Nickerson  Field,  Boston  University 
8:00  a.m.  Jr.  and  Sr.  Color  Guard 

Brown  Arena,  Boston  University 

8:00  a.m.  Jr.  Band  - Veterans  Memorial  Stadium,  Hancock  St.  and 
Southern  Artery,  Quincy,  Massachusetts 
10:00  a.m.  Chorus  and  Quartet  - Concert  Hall 

School  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston  University 
6:00  p.m.  Pre-show 

Nickerson  Field,  Boston  University 
7:00  p.m.  Musical  Spectacular 

Nickerson  Field,  Boston  University 
Sunday,  August  17:  Contests* 


8:00  a.m. 


8:00  a.m. 


2:00  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 


Sr.  Bands  — Concert  Hall 

School  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston  University 

Jr.  and  Sr.  Drill  Teams  and  Firing  Squads 

Veterans  Memorial  Stadium,  Hancock  St.  and  Southern  Artery 

Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Memorial  Service  - Trinity  Church 

Parade 


Monday,  August  18:  Hampton  Room,  3rd  Floor,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
9:30  a.m.  Protest  Meeting 

Executive  Section  N.C.S.C.  and  Chief  Judges 

*Contests  times  and  sites  tentative  at  this  writing.  For  exact  time  and  sites 
contact  the  contest  office  at  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium. 


62nd  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  AUGUST  15-21,  1980 
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See  Boston  on  Freedom  Trail 


The  Freedom  Trail  is  an  ideal  introduction  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  The  red  brick  line  on  the  Trail  will  direct  you 
through  historic  Boston  — and,  unavoidably,  bring  you  to 
many  of  the  most  interesting  views  of  the  new  city.  As  you 
will  discover,  old  and  new  are  quite  inseparable. 

There  are  16  sites  on  the  Trail,  most  of  them  telling  the 
story  about  Boston’s  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  history. 


The  Freedom  Trail  is  the  nation’s  first  urban  recrea- 
tional trail  and  is  organized  and  maintained  by  the  Greater 
Boston  Convention  and  Tourist  Bureau  and  the  National 
Park  Service.  The  Boston  Park  Visitor  Center  is  at  15  State 
St.,  near  the  Old  State  House. 


A complete  line  of  new  50-star  U.S. 
and  Post  colors,  outdoor  flag  sets 
and  accessories  are  available 
through  Emblem  Supply  Dept. 

PARADE  AND  INDOOR  DISPLAY  FLAGS 


Annin  & Co. 


Verona,  N.J. 


Official  Flag  Supplier 


One  note  — there  is  no  particular  order  to  the  sites  on 
the  Trail.  You  may  begin  your  walking  tour  at  any  point. 
Please  remember  that  the  churches  on  the  Freedom  Trail 
hold  regular  services  which  you  will  wish  to  respect. 

The  sites  are  Boston  Common,  The  State  House 
Archives,  Park  Street  Church,  Granary  Burying  Ground, 
King’s  Chapel,  The  Site  of  the  First  Public  School  and  Ben 
Franklin’s  Statue,  The  Old  Corner  Bookstore,  Old  South 
Meeting  House,  Old  State  House,  Boston  Massacre  Site, 
Fanueil  Hall,  Paul  Revere  House,  Old  North  Church. 

Also  Copp’s  Hill  Burial  Ground,  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment and  the  U.S.S.  Constitution  — “Old  Ironsides”  - at 
the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 


UNITED  STATES  LIFE, 

The  Underwriter 
Of  Your  American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan 
For  over  22  years  in 
The  departments  of 
New  York  and  Puerto  Rico 
Wishes  The 
AMERICAN  LEGION 
a memorable 
Convention 

***** 

Now,  you  can  purchase 
up  to  eight  units  of 
low  cost  decreasing 
term  life  insurance. 

A male,  under  age  30 
is  eligible  for  $92,000 
of  coverage. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  LIFE 

Insurance  Company  In  the  City  of  New  York 

A IM.IFE  COMPANY 


17 


DIRECTORY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS 
OFFICE 

John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

2nd  Floor 

900  Boylston  Street 

262-8050 

CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 

Suite  316  Statler  Office  Building 
20  Providence  Street 
426-2916 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

SESSIONS: 

John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 
900  Boylston  Street 

DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  HEADQUARTERS 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 

64  Arlington  Street  at  Park  Square 

426-2000 

SESSIONS: 

Grand  Ballroom 
Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 


EIGHT  & FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza  Hotel 

200  Stuart  Street 

482-1800 

SESSIONS: 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Convention  Hall  — 6th  Floor 


OFFICIAL  DELEGATION  HOTELS 


ALABAMA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
575  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-1234 

(Lawson  M.  Lynn  — Adjutant) 

ALASKA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Floyd  R.  Johnson  - Adjutant) 


CALIFORNIA: 

Parker  House  Hotel 
60  School  Street 
227-8600 

(Donald  J.  Michalske  — Adjutant) 

CANADA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(J.  Archie  Corriveau  — Adjutant) 


ARIZONA: 

Travelodge  — Beacon  Street 
1200  Beacon  Street 
277-1200 

(Bryant  B.  Barron  - Adjutant) 

ARKANSAS: 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
575  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-1234 

(Arthur  R.  Cross,  Jr.  — Adjutant) 


COLORADO: 

Travelodge  - Beacon  Street 
1200  Beacon  Street 
277-1200 

(E.  Dean  Hunter  — Adjutant) 

CONNECTICUT: 

Holiday  Inn  — Cambridge 
1651  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Cambridge 
491-1000 

(Hugh  C.  Graham  — Adjutant) 
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DELAWARE: 

Midtown  Hotel 
220  Huntington  Avenue 
262-1000 

(Garland  D.  Bloodsworth  — Adjutant) 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
575  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-1234 

(H.  Victor  Conwell  — Adjutant) 

FLORIDA: 

Sonesta  Hotel 
5 Cambridge  Parkway 
Cambridge 

491- 3600 

(Dyke  E.  Shannon  — Adjutant) 

FRANCE: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Kenneth  E.  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

GEORGIA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
575  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 

492- 1234 

(George  E.  Osborne  — Adjutant) 

HAWAII: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Henry  S.  P.  Wong  — Adjutant) 

IDAHO: 

Howard  Johnson  - Commonwealth 
575  Commonwealth  Avenue 
267-3100 

(Marion  P.  Johnson  - Adjutant) 

ILLINOIS: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta  — Adjutant) 

INDIANA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(George  S.  Wilkerson  — Adjutant) 

IOWA: 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Arlington  Street  @ Park  Square 
426-2000 

(John  B.  Brokens  — Adjutant) 


ITALY: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(John  J.  Fornacca  — Adjutant) 

KANSAS: 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

Arlington  Street  @ Park  Square 

426-2000 

(Floyd  J.  Rogers  — Adjutant) 

KENTUCKY: 

Hilton  Inn  — Airport 
Logan  International  Airport 
569-9300 

(Ray  A.  Beyer  — Adjutant) 

LOUISIANA: 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza 

200  Stuart  Street 

482-1800 

(James  E.  Tripp  — Adjutant) 

MAINE: 

Howard  Johnson  — Cambridge 
777  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-7777 

(Daniel  Lambert  — Adjutant) 


MARYLAND: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Daniel  H.  Burkhardt  — Adjutant) 

MASSACHUSETTS: 

Copley  Square  Hotel 
47  Huntington  Avenue 
536-9000 

(John  P.  Swift  - Adjutant) 

MEXICO: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Harry  Wright  — Adjutant) 

MICHIGAN: 

Colonnade  Hotel 
120  Huntington  Avenue 
261-2800 

(F.  Gerrit  Veldman  - Adjutant) 

MINNESOTA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 


(Charles  W.  Ferguson  — Adjutant) 


The  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel  will  be  the  Headquarters  Hotel 
for  The  American  Legion’s  62nd  Annual  National  Conven- 
tion to  be  conducted  in  Boston,  Aug.  15-21,  1980.  The  or- 
ganization’s national  officers  will  be  housed  here,  as  will 
the  Convention’s  distinguished  guests,  and  most  committee 
and  commission  meetings  will  be  in  the  meeting  rooms  of 
the  hotel.  The  National  Commander’s  banquet  for  distin- 
guished guests  will  be  in  the  hotel’s  Grand  Ballroom. 
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MISSISSIPPI: 

Copley  Square  Hotel 
47  Huntington  Avenue 
536-9000 

(Martin  O.  Blanchard,  Jr. 


NORTH  DAKOTA: 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

Arlington  Street  @ Park  Square 

426-2000 

Adjutant)  (Vernon  Useldinger  — Adjutant) 


TENNESSEE: 

Hilton  Inn  — Airport 
Logan  International  Airport 
569-9300 

(Barney  W.  Greene  — Adjutant) 


MISSOURI: 

Hilton  Inn  — Airport 
Logan  International  Airport 
569-9300 

(Lloyd  E.  “Ed”  Johnson  — Adjutant) 

MONTANA: 

Hilton  Inn  — Airport 
Logan  International  Airport 
569-9300 

(Hugh  “Tony”  Cumming  — Adjutant) 

NEBRASKA: 

Lenox  Hotel 
710  Boylston  Street 
536-5300 

(Duane  Bokemper  - Adjutant) 

NEVADA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Chester  L.  Perkins  - Adjutant) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE: 

Ramada  Inn  — Brighton 
1234  Soldiers  Field  Road 
254-1234 

(Hubert  S.  O’Neil  - Adjutant) 

NEW  JERSEY: 

Holiday  Inn  — Newton 
399  Grove  Street 
Newton 
969-5300 

(Robert  W.  Field  — Adjutant) 

NEW  MEXICO: 

Travelodge  - Beacon  Street 
1200  Beacon  Street 
277-1200 

(Hugo  Flores  — Adjutant) 


NEW  YORK: 

Copley  Plaza  Hotel 
Copley  Square 
267-5300 

(Leonard  E.  Baxter  — Adjutant) 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
575  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-1234 

(C.  Keith  Sink  — Adjutant) 


OHIO: 

Howard  Johnson  57  Park  Plaza 
200  Stuart  Street 
482-1800 

(J.  P.  “Pat”  Hone  — Adjutant) 

OKLAHOMA: 

Howard  Johnson  — Commonwealth 
575  Commonwealth  Avenue 
267-3100 

(C.  J.  Wright,  Jr.  - Adjutant) 

OREGON: 

Fenway  Motor  Inn 
1271  Boylston  Street 
267-8300 

(Ron  Dreeszen  - Adjutant) 

PANAMA  CANAL: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Richard  J.  Wilde  - Adjutant) 

PENNSYLVANIA: 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
Arlington  Street  @ Park  Square 
426-2000 

(Edward  T.  Hoak  - Adjutant) 

REPUBLIC  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(J.  Larry  Gaines  - Adjutant) 

PUERTO  RICO: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Edelmiro  Lopez  de  Victoria  - Adjutant) 


TEXAS: 

Lenox  Hotel 

710  Boylston  Street 

536-5300 

(W.  H.  McGregor  — Adjutant) 

UTAH: 

Travelodge  - Beacon  Street 
1200  Beacon  Street 
277-1200 

(Dean  C.  Hall  — Adjutant) 

VERMONT: 

Howard  Johnson  — Cambridge 
777  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge 
492-7777 

(Ray  Greenwood  - Adjutant) 

VIRGINIA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(Philip  D.  Grimm  - Adjutant) 

WASHINGTON: 

Parker  House  Hotel 
60  School  Street 
227-8600 

(W.  H.  “Bill”  Dunn  — Adjutant) 


RHODE  ISLAND: 

(Louis  R.  J.  Malo  — Adjutant) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA: 

Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
39  Dalton  Street 
236-2000 

(James  A.  Hamilton  — Adjutant) 

SOUTH  DAKOTA: 

Lenox  Hotel 

710  Boylston  Street 

536-5300 

(Maynard  L.  Hemp  - Adjutant) 


WEST  VIRGINIA: 

Hilton  Inn  — Airport 
Logan  International  Airport 
569-9300 

(Tommy  E.  Jones  — Adjutant) 


WISCONSIN: 

Midtown  Hotel 
220  Huntington  Avenue 
262-1000 

(Robert  G.  Wilke  — Adjutant) 

WYOMING: 

Travelodge  — Beacon  Street 
1200  Beacon  Street 
277-1200 

(Eugene  Hirsch  — Adjutant) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  62ND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
MEETING  ROOM  ASSIGNMENTS 


STANDING  COMMISSIONS  AND  COMMITTEES 

Americanism  Commission:  Economic  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Fairfax  A.  Third  Floor.  Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 


Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Daniel  J.  O’Connor 
Forest  Hills,  New  York 

Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m. 

Chairman’s  Suite, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 


Hampton  Room  A & B - Third  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  A1  Keller,  Jr. 

Kankakee,  Illinois 

Economic  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m. 

Chairman’s  Suite,  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 


Commission  on  Children  & Youth: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Fairfax  B,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

Aug.  16  and  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Room  201,  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 
Chairman:  William  W.  Greeman 
Batesville,  Indiana 

Contests  Supervisory  Committee  Headquarters: 

Aug.  12-21 

National  Headquarters  Office 
John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

Contest  Committee  Meetings, 

NCSC  Executive  Section 

Aug.  14,  9:30  a.m. 

Hampton  Room,  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Aug.  15,  9:30  a.m. 

Hampton  Room,  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Aug.  18,  9:30  a.m. 

Hampton  Room,  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Bruce  L.  Plumb 
Portland,  Oregon 

Convention  Commission: 

Aug.  15-21,  inclusive,  9:00  a.m. 

Board  Room,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Eric  H.  Smith 
Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois 


Emblem  Committee: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Beacon  Room  B,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Clayton  C.  Schlick 
Osage,  Iowa 

Finance  Commission: 

(meeting  room  one  day  only,  Aug.  16) 

Aug.  16-21,  inclusive,  9:00  a.m. 

Beacon  D,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Churchill  T.  Williams 
Oelwein,  Iowa 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 

Trust  Committee: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Kent  Room,  Third  Floor, 

Sherton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Harold  E.  Heinly 
Santa  Ana,  California 

Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Commonwealth  Room,  Third  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster 
Maryville,  Missouri 
Four  (4)  Subcommittee  rooms: 

Beacon  C,  Third  Floor;  Beacon  F,  Third  Floor; 
Beacon  G,  Third  Floor;  Beacon  H,  Third  Floor 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 


Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. -12  Noon 
Jefferson  Room,  Third  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Maurice  E.  Druhl 
Portland,  Oregon 


Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Independence  Room  East,  Second  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  James  P.  Dean 
Corinth,  Mississippi 
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Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Independence  Room  Center,  Second  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Gary  W.  Sammons 
Ecorse,  Michigan 

Legislative  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Berkley  A & B,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Albert  D.  Brown  Jr. 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

National  Security  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Republic  Ballroom,  Second  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  Milton  A.  Pilcher 
McLean,  Virginia 

Public  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Gardner  Room  A & B,  Third  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  William  M.  Detweiler 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

Aug.  15-21,  inclusive,  9:00  a.m. 

Room  203,  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 
Chairman:  Alex  M.  Geiger 
Gaston,  South  Carolina 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Room  202,  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 
Chairman:  Milford  A.  Forrester 
Greenville,  South  Carolina 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission: 

Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Constitution  Room,  Second  Floor, 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 
Chairman:  William  F.  Lenker 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m. 

Chairman’s  Suite,  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 

The  Select  Committee  on  Special 
Problems  of  the  VA&R  Program: 

Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Andover  Room,  Third  Floor, 

Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 


NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Aug.  18,  4:00  p.m. 

Constitution  Room,  Second  Floor 
Sheraton-Boston  Hotel 

Chairman:  National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  Greensburg,  Indiana 


S.A.L. 

9th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(Executive  Committee) 

Aug.  15,  3:00  p.m.,  9:00  p.m. 

Exeter  Room,  First  Floor 

Lenox  Hotel 

710  Boylston  Street 


MEETINGS 

9th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(General  Sessions) 

Aug.  16  and  17,  9:00  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 
Dome  Room,  Second  Floor 
Lenox  Hotel 
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MEETINGS  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  department.  Initial  meetings  of 
Convention  Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subsequent  meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  chair- 
man. 

(All  Committee  and  Subcommittee  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Sheraton-Boston  Hotel.  Subsequent 
meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  respective  chairmen.) 

(Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members.) 


Americanism 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Fairfax  A,  Third  Floor, 

(Baseball  and  Recreation  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  9:30  a.m. 

Exeter  A,  Third  Floor, 

(Education  and  Scholarship  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  9:30  a.m. 

Exeter  B,  Third  Floor, 

(Immigration  and  Naturalization  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  17,  9:30  a.m. 

Dalton  A,  Third  Floor, 

(Counter-Subversive  Activities  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  17,  9:30  a.m. 

Dalton  B,  Third  Floor, 

(Youth  Activities  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  9:30  a.m. 

Fairfax  A,  Third  Floor, 

Children  & Youth 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Fairfax  B,  Third  Floor, 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Beacon  A,  Third  Floor, 

Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

(Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Independence  East,  Second  Floor, 

(Membership) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Independence  Center,  Second  Floor, 

Economic 

(Employment  and  Veterans  Preference) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Hampton  A&B,  Third  Floor, 

(Other  Economic  Matters) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Liberty  Room  B,  Second  Floor, 

Finance 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Beacon  D,  Third  Floor, 


Foreign  Relations 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Commonwealth  Room,  Third  Floor, 

Four  (4)  Subcommittee  Rooms:  Beacon  C,  F,  G and 
H,  Third  Floor, 

Legislation  and  Rules 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  Room  A,  Second  Floor, 

National  Security  Committee  Joint  Meeting 

(Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness,  Merchant 
Marine,  Military  Affairs,  Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m. 

Republic  Ballroom,  Second  Floor, 

(Aerospace) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  C,  Second  Floor, 

(Defense  Civil  Preparedness) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  D,  Second  Floor, 

(Merchant  Marine) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  E,  Second  Floor, 

(Military  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Republic  Ballroom,  Second  Floor, 

(Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  F,  Second  Floor, 

(Law  and  Order) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m. 

Liberty  G,  Second  Floor, 


National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

Aug.  19,  9:00  a.m. 

Republic  Ballroom,  Second  Floor, 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

(Claims  and  Rating) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Constitution,  Second  Floor, 

(Hospitals  and  Medical  Services) 

Aug.  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Independence  West,  Second  Floor, 
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Congratulations  to  ’80 
“We  Help  America  Work” 
Commanders 


DISTRICT 


These  District  Commanders  qualified  for  ’80  “We  Help  America  Work” 
honors  and  an  expense-paid  trip  to  the  1980  National  Convention.  The 
top  District  Commander  (the  one  whose  District  showed  the  highest  per- 
centage of  membership  gain)  in  each  of  five  categories  automatically 
qualified  as  a winner.  The  other  two  winners  in  each  category  were  drawn 
from  a container  holding  the  names  of  all  District  Commanders  whose 
Districts  surpassed  their  respective  1979  membership  totals  by  May  1, 
1980.  Competition  was  divided  into  categories  based  on  the  membership 
of  the  Districts  in  1979. 


CATEGORY  I 

(Mr.  District  Commander) 

Guillermo  Villegas,  District  9, 

Puerto  Rico 

Robert  L.  Nielsen,  District  3, 

Wyoming 

Orlando  J.  Scarselletta,  Warren  County 
Cmdr.,  New  York 

CATEGORY  II 

(Mr.  District  Commander) 

John  A.  Josey,  District  1, 

Florida 

Richard  Forster,  District  8, 

North  Dakota 

Warren  Mistier,  Atlantic  County  Cmdr., 
New  Jersey 

CATEGORY  III 

(Mr.  District  Commander) 

James  F.  Baker,  District  10, 

Texas 


Cleo  Little,  District  6, 

Florida 

Mark  G.  Vatcher,  District  3, 

New  Hampshire 

CATEGORY  IV 

(Mr.  District  Commander) 

Joseph  J.  Plante,  District  1, 

Maine 

Leon  E.  Briggs,  District  29, 

Pennsylvania 

Charles  D.  Aucoin,  District  7, 

Louisiana 

CATEGORY  V 

(Mr.  District  Commander) 

Margaret  J.  Carnahan,  Western  Maryland, 
Maryland 

Jack  Bloedel,  District  2, 

Minnesota 

Vernon  Heckstein,  District  4, 

Iowa 


POST 

These  Post  Commanders  qualified  for  the  ’80  “We  Help  America  Work” 
award  by  leading  their  respective  Posts  to  a membership,  as  of  March  31 , 
1980,  which  was  greater  than  any  year’s  membership  total  since  1960. 
Their  names  were  drawn  to  represent  approximately  1 ,300  Post  Com- 
manders who  recorded  this  outstanding  achievement.  These  Post  Com- 
manders also  received  expense-paid  trips  to  the  National  Convention. 


Wilfred  Holt,  Post  69, 

Arizona 

Ms.  Alice  Broda,  Post  22, 
Colorado 

Edward  Fischer,  Post  165, 
Connecticut 

Glen  M.  Reno,  Post  274, 
Florida 

Eric  Henry,  Post  142, 

Idaho 

John  Stute,  Post  235, 

Indiana 

Ted  Evans,  Post  726, 

Iowa 

John  M.  Ferriell,  Post  220, 
Kentucky 

John  B.  Herman,  Post  388, 
Louisiana 

George  Cloutier,  Post  205, 
Maine 

Roy  B.  Singer,  Post  200, 
Maryland 

Clarence  Stormy,  Post  54, 
Montana 

William  J.  Thomson,  Post  25, 
New  Jersey 


William  Mahon,  Post  1518, 

New  York 

John  H.  Thompson,  Jr.,  Post  452, 
North  Carolina 

Tom  E.  Gehringer,  Sr.,  Post  52, 
North  Dakota 

Winston  S.  Greene,  Post  676, 

Ohio 

Arden  Jay  Gage,  Post  31, 

Oregon 

Charles  W.  Guinther,  Post  576, 
Pennsylvania 

Floyd  Opp,  Post  186, 

South  Dakota 

Kent  Myers,  Post  212, 

Tennessee 

Cloyce  D.  Boutwell,  Post  573, 
Texas 

Carl  A.  Parsons,  Jr.,  Post  346, 
Virginia 

Darwin  A.  Schlieman,  Post  162, 
Washington 

Walter  Barry,  Post  449, 

Wisconsin 


DEPARTMENT 


Department  Commanders  who  qualified  for  ’80  “We  Help  America 
Work”  honors  are  identified  among  those  whose  Departments  achieved 
100  points  or  better  and  are  pictured  elsewhere  in  this  National  Conven- 
tion Program. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

SALUTES 

THE 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 

ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  “JUBILEE  350” 

AS  IT  DID 


•hit 

Boston 


ON  BOSTON’S  TERCENTENARY  IN  1930 


Frank  I.  Hamilton 
National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


H.  Vincent  Strout 
President  and  General  Chairman 
The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of 
Massachusetts 
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DRUM  & BUGLE  CORPS  FINALS  AND 
MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 


7:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  August  16, 1980 
Nickerson  Field,  Boston  University 

Included  in  the  admission  price  for  the  Musical  Spectacular  will  be  a pre-show  performance  by  the  1980  American 
Legion  National  Championship  units  in  other  categories  of  uniformed  groups  competition,  starting  at  6:00  p.m. 

See  top  flight  Junior  and  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  compete  for  the  1980  American  Legion  National  Champion- 
ships. 

During  the  evening  the  Seagram  Posts  of  The  American  Legion  will  hold  a drawing  for  unusual  prizes  which  they 
donate  for  members  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary. 


MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 
Admission 
$6.00 


CONTEST  MEETINGS 

Representatives  from  competing  units  (only  one  from  each  unit  is  required)  will  meet  for  briefings  starting  at  1:30  p.m., 

Friday,  August  15,  in  the  Hampton  Room,  3rd  Floor,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel. 


Briefing  of  Local  Contest  Chairmen 
and  Chief  Judges  by  Executive  Section 
National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee 

Thursday,  August  14,  1:30  p.m. 
Hampton  Room,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 


Official  Protest  Hearings 

Monday,  August  18,  9:30  a.m. 
Hampton  Room,  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 


Nickerson  Field,  the  University  of  Boston’s  athletic  field, 
will  be  the  site  of  the  1980  American  Legion  National  Con- 
vention Musical  Spectacular  (finals  of  American  Legion 
drum  and  bugle  corps  contests).  The  stadium  seats  some 
17,500  persons.  Tickets  will  be  available  at  the  National 
Convention  Corporation  offices,  suite  320,  Statler  Office 
Building,  20  Providence  Street,  and  at  the  Sheraton  Boston 
and  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotels,  and  the  John  B.  Hynes 
Auditorium. 


62nd  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  AUGUST  15-21,  1980 
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☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ XT' 


☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 


☆ ☆ 


☆ ☆ ☆ 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  >' 


Wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  following  for  their 
contribution  toward  the  success  of  the 
62nd  Annual  National  Convention 

GREATER  BOSTON  CHAPTER 
AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 

BOSTON  PARKS  & RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 
BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 
MEDLEY  DISTILLING  COMPANY 
SCHENLEY  DISTILLERS  COMPANY 
SEAGRAM  DISTILLERS  COMPANY 


^ ^ ^ 


q q & %■ 


^r 
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The  United  Stales  Air  Force... 


Salutes  the  62nd  American  Legion  Convention 


1981 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
WORLD  SERIES 


WRITE  THE  1981  TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

P.O.  BOX  1652  • SUMTER,  S.C.  29150 
With  Ticket  & Housing  Requests 


1980 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
WORLD  SERIES 


WRITE  THE  1980  TOURNAMENT 
COMMITTEE 

P.O.  BOX  1980  • ELY,  MINNESOTA  55731 

with  Ticket  & Housing  Requests 

TOURNAMENT  DATE 

AUGUST  28,  29,  30,  31,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1980 
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PATRIOTIC  RELIGIOUS  SERVICE 


PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL 


TRINITY  EPISCOPAL  CATHEDRAL 
COPLEY  SQUARE,  BOSTON 
Sunday,  August  17,  1980  — 2:00  p.m. 

MUSICAL  SELECTION 

“Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic” 


MEMORIAL  MESSAGE 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  COLORS  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley,  National  Chaplain 

All  Present  Standing  The  American  Legion 


PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

Mrs.  Bernard  Kennedy,  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

READING 

“I  Am  An  American” 

Memorial  Service  Co-Chairman,  Rev.  Leonard  T. 
Duffy,  OFM,  American  Legion 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

National  Chaplain,  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley 
The  American  Legion 

INVOCATION 

John  Webster,  National  Chaplain 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

MUSICAL  SELECTION 

Medley  of  Service  Hymns 

READING  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES 

Psalm  91:1-17  by  John  M.  Carey, 

Past  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 
Ephesians  6:10-18  by  Frank  C.  Momsen, 

National  Adjutant,  The  American  Legion 
Revelation  21:1-7  by  Frank  I.  Hamilton, 

National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 

HYMN 

“God  of  Our  Fathers” 


READING 

“Paul  Revere’s  Ride” 

Memorial  Service  Co-Chairman,  Rev.  Gerald 
Milliken,  American  Legion 

PLACING  OF  MEMORIAL  WREATHS 

Frank  I.  Hamilton,  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 
Frank  C.  Momsen,  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Bernard  Kennedy,  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Le  Chapeau  National 
Eight  and  Forty 

Mrs.  James  C.  Malone,  La  Secre- 
taire-Caissiere,  Eight  and  Forty 
Ernest  Wilson.,  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Joseph  Paviglianti,  Adjutant 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

HYMN 

“America  the  Beautiful” 

BENEDICTION 

R.  Drew  Wolcott,  Past  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


TAPS 

RETIRE  THE  COLORS 
RECESSIONAL 


MEMORIAL  PRAYER 

Mrs.  Edward  Wellman,  National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
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The  American  Legion 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts 
Officers,  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee 


Robert  W.  Groccia 

Ass’t.  Gen.  Conv. 
Chairman 


Robert  F.  Murphy 

Executive  Vice 
President 


Edward  J.  Norcott 

Treasurer 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Lamb 

Secretary 
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The  American  Legion 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts 


Officers,  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee 


John  P.  Comer 


No  Picture 
Available 


Paul  A.  M.  Hunt 


John  D.  Newton 


John  P.  Swift 


James  H.  Denver 


Paul  Lanigan 


Peter  E.  Pappas 


George  K.  Walker 


Dominick  Genetti 


Leo  F.  Malloy 


Ernest  J.  Pescosolido 


Hon.  J.  B.  Walsh 


Alfred  F.  Harwood 


No  Picture 
Available 


Robert  Sage 


John  J.  Wrenn 
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The  American  Legion 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts 

Honorary  Officers 


Hon.  Edward  M.  Kennedy 


Hon.  James  A.  Burke 


HONORARY  PRESIDENT 


Hon.  Kevin  H.  White 


Hon.  Frank  R.  Kelley 


Hon.  Edward  J.  King 


HONORARY  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


Hon.  John  W.  McCormack 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


Sixty-Second  Annual 
National  Convention  of 
The  American  Legion 


The  above  scene  is  from  the  opening  session  of  the  1967  National  Convention,  the  most  recent  of  three  prior  American 
Legion  National  Conventions  conducted  in  Boston,  Mass.,  the  host  city  for  the  1980  Convention  of  the  nation’s 

largest  veterans  organization. 


ISTILLERS  COMPANY.  N YC. 


STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  as  contained  in  the  “UNIFORM 
CODE  OF  PROCEDURE  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION,”  authorized  under  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  The 
American  Legion. 

STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


1 . Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  be  the 
authority  on  parliamentary  procedure,  with  the  fol- 
lowing modifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or  address  the 
Convention,  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  “Mr. 
Commander”  and  state  his  name  and  the  name  of  the 
Department  before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each 
speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion shall  be  limited  to  two  hours  except  under  such 
special  rule  as  the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to  de- 
bate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delegation  shall  be 
permitted  the  floor  on  any  one  question.  Where  dis- 
agreement exists  within  a delegation  one  delegate 
shall  be  permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. Upon  a division  of  the  question,  however,  this 
rule  shall  be  applied  separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to  any  indivi- 
dual delegate  on  any  one  question,  except  by  a two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Convention.  Chairmen  of  Conven- 
tion Committees  may  speak  as  frequently  as  may  be 
necessary  in  connection  with  the  reports  of  their  com- 
mittees. The  Presiding  Officer  shall  not  entertain  any 
motion  which  will  curtail  further  debate  without 
affording  the  Committee  Chairman  an  opportunity 
for  rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parliamentary  order 
by  the  Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to  appeal  by 
any  two  delegates  under  a Point  of  Order.  Such 
appeal  shall  take  precedence  over  any  pending  ques- 
tions and  shall  be  decided  forthwith.  An  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  put  to  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Delegation  is  de- 
manded by  a delegate  of  such  department,  the  Con- 
vention Secretary  shall  poll  the  vote  without  discus- 
sion of  the  question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chairman  shall  poll 
his  delegation  on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 


10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is  not  an 
accredited  delegate  or  alternate,  he  shall  be  seated 
with  his  delegation. 

1 1 . Past  National  Commanders’  votes  shall  be  cast  with 
their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their  alternates,  shall 
participate,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote 
on  any  subject  before  the  convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at  a vote  in  such 
manner  as  they  choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in  terms 
of  full  units  and  not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part  of  a 
vote.  The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not  repre- 
sented by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority  of 
the  delegates  present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except  when  a Roll 
Call  is  demanded  by  the  Chairman  of  at  least  three 
Departments.  Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be 
by  roll  call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not  provided  the 
method  by  which  alternates  shall  be  designated  to 
serve  in  the  place  of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman 
of  the  delegation  shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Officers,  the  Nation- 
al Commander  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of 
the  Convention,  a Judge  of  Election  and  such  num- 
ber of  tellers  as  he  deems  necessary,  provided  that  the 
total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd  number.  In 
a contested  election  each  candidate  going  to  the 
ballot  shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his  choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall  be  from  the 
floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may  present  as  many 
candidates  as  it  chooses. 

19.  Nominating  speeches  for  National  Officers  shall  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two 
seconding  speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate, 
and  said  speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 
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20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for 
any  office,  balloting  shall  continue  until  one  candi- 
date receives  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Conven- 
tion, except  in  the  election  of  National  Vice-Com- 
manders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, balloting  shall  continue  until  (a)  majorities 
and  (b)  pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more 
candidates  under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect,  the  candi- 
date or  candidates  receiving  a majority  vote  shall 
be  declared  elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be 
taken  for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be 
filled.  The  candidate  receiving  the  lowest 
number  of  votes  on  the  preceding  ballot  shall  be 
disqualified;  except  should  two  candidates 
remain  to  fill  one  place,  a new  ballot  shall  be 
taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a National 
Commander,  and  five  National  Vice  Commanders, 
in  this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, each  Department  Delegation  Chairman 
shall  deliver  a written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such 
ballots  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before  com- 
munication is  made  to  the  National  Commander  for 
announcement  of  the  results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National  Commander  shall 
be  entitled  to  a respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall 
have  the  authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor  or 
have  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from  the  Conven- 
tion any  one  creating  a disturbance  or  interfering 
with  orderly  procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting an  alternate  delegate  from  serving  on  a Con- 
vention committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  strength  of 
the  Convention  is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or  report  originat- 
ing on  the  floor  shall  be  presented  in  writing  and 


transmitted  to  the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the 
introduction  of  such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific  issues  or  order  of 
business,  shall  be  written  and  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  by  majority  vote  at  least  one  hour  before 
such  issue,  or  order,  is  to  be  considered  unless  such 
rule  is  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final 
session.  Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  in  the  Con- 
vention adopting  them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule  to  the 
Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  or  may  appeal  to 
the  Convention  for  such  special  rule  provided  the  rule 
be  presented  in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the  plat- 
form, and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one  hour 
before  the  vote  thereon  is  taken. 


Continued  success  to 

THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

through 

its  service  to  God  and  Country 

The  Bronze  Craft  Corp. 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire 


Best  Wishes  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Compliments 

of 

A Friend 
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AGENDA 

62ND  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  19,  1980 

8:30  a.m. 

BAND  CONCERT 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 
THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

INVOCATION  AND  LIGHTING 
OF  PEACE  CANDLE 
The  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley  (California) 

National  Chaplain 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  CONSTITUTION 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 
Frank  C.  Momsen  (Minnesota) 

National  Adjutant 

9:15  a.m. 

WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Edward  J.  King 
Governor  of  Massachusetts 

The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor  of  Boston 

James  H.  Denver,  1979-80  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Massachusetts 

H.  Vincent  Strout,  President 

The  American  Legion  National  Convention 

Corporation  of  Massachusetts 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

9:40  a.m. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

10:00  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

The  Honorable  Max  Cleland,  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 


10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Medallion  to  the  City  of 
Houston,  Texas  — Host  City  for 
the  1979  National  Convention 

By:  John  M.  “Jack”  Carey  (Michigan) 

Past  National  Commander 

To:  Jack  W.  Flynt,  President, 

1979  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of  Texas 

10:40  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Albert  Freund,  President 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

RETIREMENT  of  Department  of  Panama 
Canal  Zone  Banner 
By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

10:55  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — Section  I 

11:00  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Mrs.  Bernard  Kennedy  (New  York) 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

The  Honorable  T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman 
Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired 
Servicemen,  Republic  of  China 


The  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium  will  be  the  site  of 
the  three-day  business  sessions  of  the  Convention  proper 
of  the  1980  American  Legion  National  Convention  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  15-21.  The  auditorium  is  adjacent  to 
The  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel,  the  Headquarters  hotel  for 
the  62nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  nation’s  largest  veteran 
organization. 
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Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  Ret., 

President 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 

11:15  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  National  Security  Medal  of  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  of  Korea 

By:  Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee,  ROKN,  Ret., 
President 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 
To:  Donald  P.  Watts  (Indiana) 

11:20  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

11:45  a.m. 

Report  of  LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 

12:00  noon 

ADDRESS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  20,  1980 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
INVOCATION 

The  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley  (California) 

National  Chaplain 

9:05  a.m. 

Report  of  AMERICANISM 

9:30  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Stan  E.  Stillwell,  Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

PRESENTATION 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  The  Dominion  of  Canada 

9:50  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  — Representative  of  The 
American  Ledgion  Youth  Programs 

American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  — 

William  E.  Bigot,  Shakopee,  Minnesota 

1980  National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner  — 

Miss  Laura  M.  Vance,  Lawton,  Oklahoma 

1979  American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year  — 
Patrick  Scott  Allen,  Yakima,  Washington 

1980  Boys  Nation  President  — Jonathan  S. 

Shapiro,  Woodland  Hills,  California 


1980  Girls  Nation  President  — Lenora  Mosley, 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

10:05  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  - William  Randolph  Hearst 
Americanism  Trophy 

By:  J.  Richard  Lamere 

Boston  Herald  American 

To:  Winning  Department 

10:15  a.m. 

INTRODUCTION  — Sons  of  The  American  Legion’s 
Newly  Elected  National  Commander 

10:20  a.m. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 
By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  The  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley  (California) 

National  Chaplain 

10:25  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — Membership 
Recognition  of 

“WE  HELP  AMERICA  WORK  COMMANDERS” 

10:40  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — Section  2 

11:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  — The  American  Legion 
Distinguished  Public  Service  Award 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  The  Honorable  Thomas  P.  O’Neill,  Jr. 
(Massachusetts) 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

11:30  a.m. 

Report  of  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Ratings 
Hospital  and  Medical  Services 

12:30  p.m. 

ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Ray  Roberts  (Texas) 

Chairman,  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 

12:50  p.m. 

Report  of  ECONOMIC 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and 
time  of  Convention  Committee  Reports  are 
subject  to  change  by  the  Chair. 
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1:10  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  — Employer  of  the  Year  Awards 
for  Hiring  Veterans 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  Marlyn  G.  Woodle,  President 
Reserve  Mining  Company, 

Silver  Bay,  Minnesota 

To:  James  C.  Aldrich,  Director  of  Personnel 
Abex  Corporation  — AMSCO  Division, 

Anderson,  Indiana 

PRESENTATION 

By:  U.S.  Savings  Bond  Division, 

Department  of  the  Treasury 

Robert  J.  Bateman,  Assistant  Director  of  Sales 

To:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

1:50  p.m. 

Report  of  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

2:05  p.m. 

Report  of  FINANCE 

2:20  p.m. 

Report  of  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

2:35  p.m. 

Report  of  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

RECESS 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1980 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
INVOCATION 

The  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley  (California) 

National  Chaplain 

9:05  a.m. 

Report  of  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Law  and  Order 
Merchant  Marine 
Military  Affairs 
Naval  Affairs 

10:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

General  David  C.  Jones,  USAF 
Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 


10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  Hy  Rosen,  Cartoonist 

The  Albany  Times  Union 

Albany,  New  York 

11:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished 

Service  Medal 

By:  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana) 

National  Commander 

To:  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford 

11:20  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND  COLORS 
TO  OUTGOING  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

By:  George  N.  Craig  (Indiana) 

Past  National  Commander 
Gilbert  E.  Sheeks  (Indiana) 

National  Executive  Committeeman 

12:00  noon 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 

ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH  OF  OFFICE 
TO  THE  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY 
ELECTED  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 

1:00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  INCOMING 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  OF  AMERICAN 
LEGION  AUXILIARY 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
BENEDICTION 
RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 
FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 


NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will  meet 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  close  of  the  Con- 
vention — upon  the  call  of  the  National  Com- 
mander. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


James  C.  Aldrich 

Director  of  Personnel  & Labor  Relations 
Abex  Corporation 


Patrick  Scott  Allen 

American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 


A.  Leo  Anderson,  Chief 

D.  C.  Office  of  Veterans  Affairs 


Robert  Bateman 

U.  S.  Savings  Bond  Division 
Department  of  the  Treasury 


C.  Randolph  Beard,  Jr.,  President 

Annin  & Company 
Hon.  Francis  X.  Bellotti 

Attorney  General 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Leonard  J.  Biermann 

Assistant  Regional  Administrator 
Department  of  Labor 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


William  E.  Bigot 

Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 


Richard  A.  Brenan 

Assistant  State  Director  for  Veterans 
Employment 
Department  of  Labor 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
R.  Adm.  Carl  A.  Brettschneider  USNR 
Commandant,  4th  Naval  District 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

John  C.  Brogan 

Youngberg-Carlson  Co. 

Hon.  James  A.  Burke 

Former  U.S.  Representative  (MA) 


John  M.  “Jack”  Carey 

Past  National  Commander 
Grand  Blanc,  Michigan 


Benjamin  L.  Carleton 

Youngberg-Carlson  Co. 

James  W.  Chandless 

Adjudication  Office,  VARO  (MA) 


Hon.  T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Mrs.  Doris  Cleary 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana 


Max  Cleland,  Administrator 

Veterans  Administration 


Mrs.  Vita  Clemente 

Medford,  Massachusetts 


Keith  W.  Collins,  State  Director  for 

Veterans  Employment 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

John  P.  Comer 

Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Mrs.  Corazon  S.  R. 

Administrative  Officer  - Veterans  Memorial 
Medical  Center  — Philippines 
Richard  A.  Cowger 
Abex  Corporation 
Anderson,  Indiana 


George  N.  Craig 
Past  National  Commander 
Brazil,  Indiana 


Donald  L.  Custis,  M.D. 

Chief  Medical  Director 

Veterans  Administration  — Washington,  D.C. 

James  V.  Day,  Commissioner 

Federal  Maritime  Commission 


James  H.  Denver 

1979-80  Department  Commander 
Massachusetts 


John  F.  Doyle,  Supt. 

Boston  Police  Department 

Donald  O.  Ducharme 

Management  Analysis  Officer,  VARO 
Massachusetts 
Manuel  Eber,  Area  Admin. 

Labor-Management  Services  Div.  DOL 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


John  Fales,  Jr.  CRC 

Employment  Director,  Blinded 
Veterans  Administration 
Washington,  D.C. 

Ms.  Barbara  Farmer 

Regional  Director,  Youth  Program 
Department  of  Labor  (MA) 

Paul  C.  S.  Feng,  Chief 

of  Public  Relations  — VACRS 
Taipei,  Taiwan  — ROC 
James  R.  Ferguson 
Executive  Assistant  to 
Speaker  Thomas  P.  O’Neill,  Jr. 


J.  W.  Flynt,  President 

1979  American  Legion  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Texas 


Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford 

The  American  Legion 
Distinguished  Service  Medal 


Albert  Freund,  President 

Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 


Major  David  M.  Gardner,  USA 

Office,  Chief  of  Public  Affairs 
Department  of  the  Army 
M.  Morton  Goldenberg 
Thorngate  Uniforms,  Inc. 

George  O.  Gonzales 

Director  of  Office  of  Veterans 
Reemployment  Rights  DOL 
Washington,  D.C. 


Best  Wishes  To 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


from  the 


HYATT  REGENCY  — CAMBRIDGE 
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Distinguished  Guests 


Mel  A.  Gores,  Direclor 

VA  Medical  Center 
Brockton,  Massachusetts 

Robert  Groccia 

Oxford,  Massachusetts 

Walter  Haimann,  President 

Seagram  Distillers  Company 

Ralph  Hall,  Director 

Veterans  Employment  Service 
Department  of  Labor 
Washington,  D.C. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Hamilton 

Greensburg,  Indiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

Greensburg,  Indiana 

Robert  P.  Hamilton 

Greensburg,  Indiana 

William  E.  Hamilton 

Terre  Haute,  Indiana 

Bob  Hfieh 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan  ROC 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hume,  Jr. 

Louisville,  Kentucky 
Miss  Molly  Hunter 

Greensburg,  Indiana 

Clifford  M.  Johnson 

State  Director  for  Veterans  Employment 
Albany,  New  York 


General  David  C.  Jones  USAF 
Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 


Mrs.  Miriam  Junge 

National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

John  F.  Kaslaitis 

Kansas  Color  Press,  Inc. 
Lawrence,  Kansas 

Raymond  A.  Kayser,  Manager 
Publications  Paper  Sales 
WESTVACO  - New  York 
William  H.  Kelleher,  Director 
VA  Medical  Center  (MA) 
Frank  R.  Kelley 

West  Roxbury,  Massachusetts 


Mrs.  Bernard  Kennedy 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Thomas  R.  Kiley 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
Commonswealth  of  Massachusetts 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg  Kinnett 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Marvin  J.  Kossmann 

Director  of  Veterans  Employment  Programs 
Washington,  D.C. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Lamb 

Readville,  Massachusetts 


J.  Richard  Lamere 

Editorial  Department 
Boston  Herald  American 


Paul  Lanigan 

Boston  Convention  Bureau 

William  E.  Lawson,  Executive  Director 

White  House  Federal  Veterans 
Coordinating  Committee 


Vice  Admiral  Maeng  Kee  Lee  (ROKN,  Ret.) 

President,  The  Korean  Veterans  Assn. 


S.  K.  Liu,  Deputy  Chief  Secretary 

VACRS  — Taipei,  Taiwan 
Republic  of  China 

Charles  A.  MacGillivary 
Medal  of  Honor  Recipient  (MA) 

Frank  McGuinness 

Assistant  General  Sales  Manager 
St.  Regis  Paper  Company 
New  York,  New  York 

John  J.  McNiff 

Acting  Director,  VARO  (MA) 

Charles  Maher 

New  England  Director 
Office  of  Personnel  Management  (MA) 
Leo  F.  Malloy 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
Thomas  H.  Mayer 
Assistant  Vice  President 
Perkins-Goodwin  Company,  Inc. 

New  York 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Mendenhall 

Greensburg,  Indiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Meyer 

Greensburg,  Indiana 
Paul  Mills,  Min.  Admin.  Director 

House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee 
Washington,  D.C. 

Robert  Moakley 

State  Director  for  Veterans  Employment 
Department  of  Labor  (MA) 

Monte  Monserrate 

National  Accounts  Manager 
House  of  Seagrams 


Miss  Lenora  Mosley 

President,  Girls  Nation 


Robert  F.  Murphy 

Regional  Director  for  Veterans  Employment 
Department  of  Labor  (MA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Neary 

Lawrenceburg,  Indiana 


Carl  T.  Noll 

Chief  Memorial  Affairs  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Edward  J.  Norcott 

Hanover,  Massachusetts 

Orin  Nowlin 

Seymour,  Indiana 

Capt.  Thomas  O’Hara,  Jr.  USCGR 

DOD  Coordinator 
Weston,  Massachusetts 


Hon.  Thomas  P.  O’Neill,  Jr. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Massachusetts 


Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

House  of  Seagrams 

Dean  K.  Phillips 

Veterans  Administration 
Washington,  D.C. 

Albert  J.  Predergast 

Small  Business  Administration 
Washington,  D.C. 

J.  Edward  Radley 

Secretary/T  reasurer 

Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Hunter  Robbins 

Greensburg,  Indiana 


Hon.  Ray  Roberts,  Chairman 

House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 


Hy  Rosen,  Cartoonist 

The  Albany  Times  Union 
Albany,  New  York 


Richard  M.  Ryan,  Jr.,  D.Sc. 

Associate  Dean  for  Medical  Services 
Harvard  Medical  School 

Francis  J.  Sanfilippo 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
California 

Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield 

National  Treasurer 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Schlemmer 

Greensburg,  Indiana 
Charles  Sclafani 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 


Battleship  Tour 
Open  to  Visitors 

One  of  the  outstanding  tourist  attractions  on  the  Eastern 
seaboard  is  the  Battleship  USS  Massachusetts.  The  huge 
35,000  ton  ship,  affectionately  known  as  “Big  Mamie”  is 
permanently  berthed  at  Battleship  Cove  in  Fall  River, 
Mass,  at  the  interchange  of  Interstate  Routes  195  and  138. 
A tour  of  the  portions  of  the  ship  presently  restored  and 
open  to  visitors  covers  seven  decks  and  takes  approximate- 
ly two  hours.  The  ship  is  open  from  9 a.m.  to  sunset,  seven 
days  a week,  and  low  admission  prices  prevail. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 

Vice  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Jonathan  S.  Shapiro 

President,  Boys  Nation 


Miss  Susan  Sheridan 

Bloomington,  Indiana 

Carlton  M.  Smith 

Regional  Director  - Northeastern  Region 
Veterans  Administration  — Waltham,  MA 

Frank  J.  Specht 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Washington,  D.C. 

I.  K.  Stevenson 

President-Elect 
American  Legion  Founders 


Stan  E.  Stillwell 

Dominion  President 

Army,  Navy  & Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 


H.  Vincent  Strout,  President 

The  American  Legion  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Massachusetts 


Major  General  Robert  A.  Sullivan,  USA 

Chief  of  Public  Affairs 
Department  of  the  Army 

Benjamin  I.  Trotter 

State  Director  of  Veterans  Employment 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor  (VA) 

William  M.  Valdez,  M.D. 

Director,  Veterans  Memorial  Medical  Center 
Republic  of  the  Philippines 

Jay  Van  Dyk,  President 

S.  A.  Van  Dyk,  Inc. 


Miss  Laura  M.  Vance 

1980  National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner 


Sister  Maria  Veronica 

Freedoms  Foundation 

Joseph  B.  Walsh 

Dorchester,  Massachusetts 


Donald  P.  Watts 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Mrs.  Donald  P.  Watts 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Michael  Watts 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Miss  Kathy  Watts 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steven  Watts 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 

Mayor  of  Boston 


M.  G.  Woodle,  President 

Reserve  Mining  Company 
Silver  Bay,  Minnesota 


John  J.  Wrenn 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
Dr.  Dennis  Wyant 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Veterans  Employment 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Washington,  D.C. 

H.  C.  Yen,  President 

Ret-Ser  Engineering  Agency 
VACRS  — Taipei,  Taiwan  ROC 

Edward  W.  Zalesky 

Leavens  Manufacturing  Company 


Join  the  Battle 
At  Bunker  Hill 

You’ll  be  right  in  the  middle  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
when  you  visit  the  “Whites  of  Their  Eyes”  located  next  to 
the  U.S.S.  Constitution,  “Old  Ironsides”  in  Charlestown, 
just  off  the  Freedom  Trail. 

You’re  in  Boston,  bitter  about  the  British  blockade.  You 
sense  the  tension  on  the  faces  of  the  troops,  still  smarting 
from  the  shot  heard  round  the  world.  You  share  the  fear 
and  pride  of  the  farmers  as  they  dig  in  atop  Breed’s  Hill. 

Dawn  breaks  and,  with  the  sun,  come  the  redcoat  regi- 
ments. You  steady  your  sweaty  flintlock  as  Colonel 
Prescott  whispers  the  word  to  wait.  Then,  at  last,  the 
whites  of  the  British  eyes  trigger  your  rifle. 

You’re  surrounded  by  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
America’s  first  full-scale  battle.  You  forget  you’re  being 
stunned  and  stirred  by  a multi-media  spectacular.  You’re 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

“Whites  of  Their  Eyes”  gives  you  a whole  new  per- 
spective on  the  American  Revolution.  You  better  under- 
stand the  agony  of  a costly  British  victory,  and  the  deter- 
mination that  sprang  from  a new  nation’s  battlefield 
bravery. 


A taste  of  lobster,  i 

business  and  I 

Bostons  Back  Bay  j 


There's  a glamorous,  up-to-the-minute  hotel  in  Boston  that's  great  for 
dining  and  doing  business,  with  an  incomparable  mid-city  location. 

It  serves  mouth-watering  lobster  and  puts  Boston's  corporations  C 
and  elegant,  historic  Boston  both  haDDeninS  at  the  ' 

within  easy  reach.  For  reserva-  ^ ^ TT  , , 

tions,  see  your  travel  agent  or  SheratDll-BOStMl  H.Ot0l 
call  toll-free  800-325-3535. 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1979 


*Franklin  D'Olier 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

‘‘Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 

Ohio  1920-21 

‘“John  G.  Emery 

Michigan  1921 

‘Hanford  MacNider 

Iowa  1921-22 

‘Alvin  M.  Owsley 

Texas  1922-23 

‘John  R.  Quinn 

California  1923-24 

‘James  A.  Drain 

District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

‘John  R.  McQuigg 

Ohio  1925-26 

‘Howard  P.  Savage 

Illinois  1926-27 

‘Edward  E.  Spafford 

New  York  1927-28 

* Paul  V.  McNutt 

Indiana  1928-29 

‘O.  Lee  Bodenhamer 

Arkansas  1929-30 

‘Ralph  T.  O'Neil 

Kansas  1930-31 

‘Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

North  Carolina  1931-32 

‘Louis  Johnson 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

‘Edward  A.  Hayes 

Illinois  1933-34 

‘Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 

California  1934-35 

‘Ray  Murphy 

Iowa  1935-36 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

Kansas  1936-37 

‘Daniel  J.  Doherty 
Massachusetts  1937-38 
‘Stephen  F.  Chadwick 
Washington  1938-39 

‘Raymond  J.  Kelly 

Michigan  1939-40 

‘Milo  J.  Warner 

Ohio  1940-41 

‘Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 

North  Dakota  1941-42 


‘Roane  Waring 

Tennessee  1942-43 

‘Warren  H.  Atherton 

California  1943-44 

‘Edward  N.  Scheiberling 

New  York  1944-45 

‘John  Stelle 

Illinois  1945-46 

‘Paul  H.  Griffith 

Pennsylvania  1946-47 

James  F.  O'Neil 

New  Hampshire  1947-48 

Perry  Brown 

Texas  1948-49 

George  N.  Craig 

Indiana  1949-50 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 

Georgia  1950-51 

Donald  R.  Wilson 

West  Virginia  1951-52 

‘Lewis  K.  Gough 

California  1952-53 

‘Arthur  J.  Connell 

Connecticut  1953-54 

‘Seaborn  P.  Collins 

New  Mexico  1954-55 

J.  Addington  Wagner 

Michigan  1955-56 

Dan  Daniel 

Virginia  1956-57 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 

Illinois  1957-58 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Oklahoma  1958-59 

Martin  B.  McKneally 

New  York  1959-60 

William  R.  Burke 

California  1960-61 

Charles  L.  Bacon 

Missouri  1961-62 

‘James  E.  Powers 

Georgia  1962-63 

Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota  1963-64 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

Iowa  1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia  1965-66 
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John  E.  Davis 
North  Dakota  1966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 
Nebraska  1967-68 

William  C.  Doyle 

New  Jersey  1968-69 

J.  Milton  Patrick 
Oklahoma  1969-70 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 
California  1970-71 

John  H.  Geiger 
Illinois  1971-72 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Texas  1972-73 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

Maryland  1973-74 

James  M.  Wagonseller 
Ohio  1974-75 

Harry  G.  Wiles 
Kansas  1975-76 

William  J.  Rogers 

Maine  1976-77 

Robert  Charles  Smith 
Louisiana  1977-78 

John  M.  Carey 

Michigan  1978-79 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS  BY 
VOTE  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

‘Bennett  Champ  Clark 

Missouri  — Presided  at  Paris  caucus 
March,  1919 

‘Milton  J.  Foreman 
Illinois  — Chairman,  Executive 
Committee  at  Paris 

‘Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas  — Presided  at  St.  Louis  caucus 
May  1919 

‘Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

New  York 

‘Eric  Fisher  Wood 

Pennsylvania  — Temporary  Chairman  and 
Secretary  at  Paris  caucus 

‘Thomas  W.  Miller 

Nevada  — Chairman  Pro  Tempore 
Paris  Caucus  March  1919 

‘Maurice  Stember 
New  York 

HONORARY  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 

‘General  John  J.  Pershing 
‘Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

‘Deceased 

* * Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving  as  Commander 
‘“Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill  unexpired  term. 


Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 


CDtstiMiuLshei)  Service 


r 5HF0 


President  Gerald  R.  Ford 
1980 


Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 
of  France  — 1921 

Adm.  Earl  Beatty 
of  Great  Britain  — 1921 

Gen.  Baron  Jacques 
of  Belgium  — 1921 

Gen.  Armando  Diaz 
of  Italy  — 1921 

Charles  Bertrand 
of  France  — 1921 

Gen.  of  the  Armies 
John  J.  Pershing 

1922 

Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 

1923 

Gen.  Josef  Haller 
of  Poland  — 1 923 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski 
of  Poland  — 1926 

Comte 

Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France  — 1927 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 
of  Great  Britain  — 1928 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1 929 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1930 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur 

1942 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 

1943 

Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1943 

Hon.  Frank  Knox 
(Posthumously)  — 1944 

Henry  Ford 

1944 

Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold 

1944 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle 
(Posthumously)  — 1945 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

1945 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
1945 


Gen.  of  the  Army 
Dwiqht  D.  Eisenhower 

1945 

J.  Edgar  Hoover 

1946 

Bob  Hope 
1946 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
1946 

Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
1946 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1946 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 

1947 

Sen.  Edward  Martin 
1947 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 
1947 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 

1949 

George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth 
(Posthumously)  — 1949 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker 
(Posthumously)  — 1949 

Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

1950 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
1950 

Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1950 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1951 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson 
(Posthumously)  — 1953 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White 
(Posthumously)  — 1954 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 
1955 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1955 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 

1956 

Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1956 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

1957 

The  Most  Reverend 
Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1957 

Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

1958 


Unknown  Servicemen  of 
World  War  I,  World  War  II, 
and  Korea, 

interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  — 1958 

Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 
1959 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1961 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 

1962 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley 

(Posthumously)  — 1962 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1963 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1964 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 
(Posthumously)  — 1965 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1965 

Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

1 966 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1967 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

1968 

Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1968 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1969 

Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1 970 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers 
(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell 
(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
1972 

Dewitt  Wallace 
1972 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
1 974 

Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1 974 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

1975 

Pat  O'Brien 

1976 

Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 

1977 

Bowie  K.  Kuhn 

1978 

Thomas  A.  Murphy 

1979 
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Six  Monthly  Lessons 


1—  History  and  Organization. 

2—  Service  Divisions  and  Sections. 

3—  Americanism  and  Children  & Youth  Programs. 

4 —  Veterans  Affairs  — Rehabilitation  and  Economic 
Programs. 

5 —  Legislative  Program  and  Public  Relations. 

6 —  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Programs. 


Enrollment  Instructions 


Enroll  Now  For 
35th  Term 


1.  Use  the  handy  enrollment  application  form  on  this 
page.  If  you  have  more  applications  for  enrollment,  type  or 
print  the  requested  information  for  the  additional  enrollees 
on  a plain  sheet  of  paper  and  attach  it  to  the  application 
form. 


The  challenges  of  tomorrow  — the  accomplishments  that 
can  bring  even  greater  glory  to  The  American  Legion  — 
await  the  competent  decisions  and  sincere  actions  of  capable 
Legionnaires  in  their  respective  communities.  In  order  to 
perform  their  specific  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Legion  leaders  must  fully  understand  The  American  Legion 
— its  history,  its  accomplishments,  its  structure,  its 
programs,  and,  especially,  how  it  functions  today. 

The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute  will  give  this 
basic  knowledge  of  our  organization.  A home  study  plan,  the 
course  consists  of  six  monthly  lessons.  Students  check  their 
own  progress  by  a series  of  questions  at  the  end  of  each 
lesson. 

Students  will  complete  the  final  examination  and  return  it 
to  National  Headquarters  for  grading.  Students  passing  the 
final  examination  will  receive  a certificate  of  graduation. 
Legionnaire  and  SAL  graduates  will  receive  a colorful  blue 
and  gold  mortarboard  cap  patch.  Auxiliary  graduates  will 
receive  an  attractive  mortarboard  pin  and  chain  which  they 
may  attach  to  their  Auxiliary  pin. 


Tuition 

1 to  3 enrollments $10. 00  each 


2.  Be  sure  to  fill  out  the  application  form  completely.  It  is 
important  that  you  include  the  membership  card  number 
and  post  or  unit  number  of  each  enrolled 

3.  Make  all  remittances  payable  to  National  Treasurer, 
The  American  Legion. 

4.  Mail  the  application  and  remittance  through  your 
Department  Headquarters  or  to: 

American  Legion  Extension  Institute 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

5.  Mail  your  enrollment  application  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible. National  Headquarters  will  accept  enrollments  in  the 
thirty-fifth  term  of  the  Extension  Institute  through  Octo- 
ber 15,  1980. 


To:  American  Legion  Extension  Institute 

P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206 

APPLICATION  - 35th  TERM 

Name „ _ 

(Last)  (First)  (Middle) 

Address 

City  State 

Zip  Code Post  No 

Card  No. Unit  No 


4 or  more  enrollments 
(on  one  application) 


■$9. 00  each 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


CONSERVING  ENERGY  FOR  AMERICA’S  FUTURE 


Distinguished  guest  Omi  Walden,  Advisor  to  Secre- 
tary of  Energy  Charles  Duncan,  Jr.  on  Conservation  and 
Solar  Marketing,  will  appear  before  the  Convention  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Affairs  at  2:00  p.m.,  Sunday,  August 
17,  1980.  The  presentation  will  be  held  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel. 

P rior  to  her  appointment  as  Adviser,  Ms.  Walden 
served  as  Assistant  Secretary  for  Conservation  and  Solar 
Applications  with  President  Carter  in  July,  1978,  and  was 
responsible  for  the  planning  and  management  of  all  con- 
servation and  near-term  solar  energy  research,  develop- 
ment, and  commercialization  programs.  These  programs 
covered  the  residential,  commercial,  industrial,  and  trans- 
portation sectors.  Additionally,  Ms.  Walden  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  department’s  state  and  local  grant  programs. 

Ms.  Walden  brings  to  our  membership  some  ten 
years  of  state  and  local  experience  in  energy  and  environ- 
ment, economic  development,  and  international  trade. 

James  P.  Dean  (MS),  Chairman  of  the  Internal  Af- 
fairs Commission,  was  recently  appointed  to  the 
President’s  Council  on  Energy  Efficiency.  This  appoint- 
ment indicates  the  importance  our  government  places  on 
The  American  Legion’s  energy  program. 

J.  W.  “Bill”  Steinsiek  (AR),  Chairman  of  the  Energy 
Subcommittee,  discussed  the  important  role  our  energy 
program  will  have  on  the  programs  of  The  American 
Legion.  During  the  national  conference  The  American 
Legion  launched  a national  conservation  program  focusing 
on  using  energy  wisely  in  the  transportation  and  residential 


Shown  above  discussing  The  American  Legion's  Energy 
Program  are,  (left  to  right)  Thomas  J.  Haynes,  Director, 
Internal  Affairs  Division;  Omi  Walden,  Advisor  to  Secre- 
tary of  Energy  on  Conservation  and  Solar  Marketing;  and 
James  P.  Dean,  Chairman,  Internal  Affairs  Commission. 


Chairman  J.  W.  "Bill"  Steinsiek  of  the  American  Legion's 
Energy  Subcommittee  (left)  is  pictured  above  with 
Sydney  D.  Berwager  of  the  Department  of  Energy.  On 
the  right  is  Wayne  L.  Godwin,  Energy  Subcommittee 
Liaison,  Internal  Affairs  of  The  American  Legion. 

sectors  of  our  society.  Every  member  of  our  organization 
can  now  be  a part  of  the  war  for  energy  independence  by: 

• obtaining  a pledge  form  from  your  Department 
Energy  Chairman  of  The  American  Legion  or  Amer- 
ican Legion  Auxiliary.  This  pledge  will  give  you  cur- 
rent and  updated  publications  and  programs  for  your 
Post  or  Unit  at  no  expense. 

• displaying  an  energy  exhibit,  prepared  in  cooperation 
with  the  Department  of  Energy  (DOE),  which  empha- 
sizes our  program’s  commitment  to  your  respective 
community. 

• contacting  your  Department  Energy  Chairman,  who 
has  an  Energy  Resource  Guide,  This  guide  contains 
programs,  audio-visual  information,  state  and 
regional  DOE  contacts,  and  information  on  indus- 
trial energy  groups  to  assist  you  in  designing  your 
Post  or  Unit  program  to  meet  the  needs  of  your  com- 
munity. 

Utilize  these  resources  by  contacting  your  Depart- 
ment Energy  Chairman  or  Wayne  L.  Godwin,  National 
Program  Coordinator,  The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box 
1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

Chairman  Steinsiek  sums  it  up: 

“ The  future  of  America  and  the  freedoms  we  enjoy 
today  are  dependent  upon  everyone  getting  involved  in 
energy  conservation.  Without  a total  commitment  from  all 
of  us,  our  freedoms  will  be  painfully  stripped  away.  In- 
volvement is  The  American  Legion.  Iam  confident  we  will 
receive  the  collective  support  of  our  membership  to  insure 
continued  economic  growth  and  national  security  for 
America.” 
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Youth  Leaders  Attend  Convention 


BASEBALL 


BOY  SCOUTS 


William  E.  Bigot 

Shakopee,  Minnesota 

Boy  Scout 
of  the  Year 


a «"*t  if®  **  * ■ 

Patrick  S.  Allen 
Yakima,  Washington 

Player  of  the  Year 


ORATORICAL 


BOYS  NATION 


Miss  Laura  M.  Vance 

Lawton,  Oklahoma 

Winner,  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest 


Jonathan  S.  Shapiro 
Woodland  Hills,  California 

Boys  Nation  President 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  JACKETS 


A 


A - NEW!!  ARCTIC  QUILT  JACKET.  Royal  Blue  100%  nylon  shell 
with  100%  Fortrel  PolarGuard  continuous  filament  polyester 
fiberfill.  Features  raglan  sleeves,  heavy-duty  knit  storm  cuffs,  two 
large  snap’n  flap  patch  pockets,  large  stand-up  padded  collar, 
and  heavy-duty  zipper  closure  with  snap  fly  front.  XXL  add  $2; 
XXXL  add  $4. 

No.  70348  $33.95 


A - NEW!!  ARCTIC  QUILT  VEST.  Royal  Blue  100%  nylon  shell 
with  100%  Fortrel  PolarGuard  continuous  filament  polyester 
fiberfill.  Features  snap  front,  standup  collar,  and  two  patch 
pockets.  XXL  add  $2;  XXXL  add  $4. 

No.  70354  $18.95 

NOTE:  Above  jacket  and  vest  may  have  one  nickname  embroidered  as 
shown.  Add  $2  per  garment  and  allow  six  weeks. 


B - NEW!!  BOMBADIER  JACKET.  Heavy  nylon  waist  length 
jacket  with  fur-like  collar,  knit  cuffs,  and  bottom,  combination 
slash  and  snap  pockets,  zip  shoulder  pencil  pocket,  and  durable 
metal  zipper  closure.  Quilted  nylon  lining. 

No.  70226  $31.95 

C - SHERPA  LINED  JACKET.  Heavily  lined  Oxford  Nylon.  For 
those  COLD  days.  Now  available  in  both  Royal  Blue  and  Forest 
Green.  Add  $2  for  XXL  and  XXXL. 

No.  70234  Forest  Green $29.50 

No.  70283  Royal  Blue $29.50 

D - NEW!!  REVERSIBLE  QUILTED  VEST.  Quilted  Navy  Blue  nylon 
vest  with  Dacron  Hollofil  filling.  Polyester  fleece  on  reverse.  Heavy 
zipper  closure,  patch  pockets  and  knit  collar.  Washable. 

No.  70297  $27.95 

E - PATRIOTIC  JACKET.  Attractive  red,  white  and  blue  collar  and 
cuffs  accent  this  white  oxford  nylon  jacket.  Snap  button  front. 
XXL  add  $4. 

No.  70250  Unlined $19.75 

No.  70259  100%  Kasha  Lined $26.95 

F - MELTON  WOOL  JACKET.  Heavy  blue  Melton  with  knit  sleeve 
and  collar  trim,  snap  button  front;  dry  clean  only.  XXL  add  $3. 

No.  70267  $43.95 

ADULT  SIZES: 

S (34-36),  M (38-40),  L (42-44),  XL  (46-48).  XXL  (50-52)  and  XXXL  (54-56) 
available  only  where  indicated 

SHIPPING  AND  INSURANCE  — Add  to  ALL  Orders 

Up  to  $5.00 $1.50  $30.01  to  $50.00  $4.00 

$5.01  to  $15.00 $2.50  $50.01  & Over $5.00 

$15.01  to  $30.00  $3.00 

PRICES  GOOD  THROUGH  DECEMBER  31,  1980 

ORDER  FROM:  National  Emblem  Sales 

The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box_j055,Jndjanapolis,JN  46206 


Enclosed  is  $ 

or:  Charqe  mv 

□ VISA  □ MasterCharge 

C.arci  Nn 

Fxpires 

Interbank  No. 

PIppsp  Shirr 

Size: 

Stvle 

Name 

vStrppt 

City 

State Zip 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts 


Badges  & Packets 


Budget 


Eugene  J.  Biagi 
Chairman 


Alfred  F.  Harwood 
Chairman 


Concessions 


W m 


Edward  A.  Bryce 
Co-Chairman 


Concessions 


Alfred  G.  Canale 
Co-Chairman 


Contests 


Dominick  Genetti 
Co-Chairman 


Contests 


William  J.  Coughlin 
Co-Chairman 


Decorations 
& Floats 


Distinguished 

Guests 


Entertainment 

Coupons 


James  W.  Conway 
Chairman 


John  D.  Newton 
Chairman 


» -t*  i 
t I 

% ■ 


John  V.  Miraglia 
Chairman 


Equipment 

Procurement 


Ernest  J.  Pescosolido 
Chairman 


Exhibits 


First  Aid 


Halls  & 
Seating 


No  Picture 
Available 


Leo  F.  Malloy 
Chairman 


Charles  E.  McCarthy 
Chairman 


John  J.  Wrenn 
Chairman 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts 


Housing 


Insurance 


Memorial 

Services 


Memorial 

Services 


John  P.  Comer 
Chairman 


Joseph  H.  Ellinwood 
Chairman 


Rev.  Leonard  T.  Duffy 
OFM,  Co-Chairman 


Rev.  Dr.  Gerald  C. 
Milliken,  Co-Chairman 


PAL 


Parade 


Roy  D.  Lamb 
Chairman 


Post 

Participation 


James  H.  Denver 
Chairman 


Ernest  B.  Montrand 
Chairman 


Provost 


Supt.  John  F.  Doyle 
Chairman 


Registration  & 

Information  Reunions 


Ticket 

Sales 


Richard  F.  Stockwell 
Chairman 


Joseph  P.  Genduso 
Chairman 


Francis  L.  Howley 
Chairman 


Tours  & 
Transportation 


Peter  E.  Pappas 
Chairman 


American  Legion 
Auxiliary 


Mrs.  Kay  Foley 
Chairman 


8 et  40 


Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan 
Chairman 


20  and  4 


Ms.  Jeanette  G.  Doetsch 
Chairman 


51 


The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

National  Officers 


MRS.  BERNARD  F.  KENNEDY 
National  President 


MRS.  LYLE  SEYMOUR 
National  Vice  President 


MRS.  ISAAC 
MAYFIELD 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


MRS.  LESTER 
PERHAM,  SR. 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


MRS.  JOHN  R. 
DOKKEN 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


MRS.  CARL 
CAMPBELL 
Vice  President 


Southern  Division 


MRS.  ANTHONY  P. 
GENTA 
Vice  President 


Western  Division 


MRS.  EDWARD 
WELLMAN 
National  Chaplain 


MRS.  MARGARET 
ELGIN  SMITH 
National  Historian 


MRS.  MIRIAM 
JUNGE 

National  Secretary 


MRS.  PEGGY 
SAPPENFIELD 
National  Treasurer 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


SIXTIETH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

1980 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
Grand  Ballroom 

“ACTION  FOR  AMERICA” 

Saturday,  August  16,  1980 

National  Music  Contest,  Georgian  Room 

Pre-Convention  National  Executive  Committee 
Meeting,  Stanbro  Hall 

Musical  Spectacular,  Nickerson  Field, 

Boston  University 

Sunday,  August  17,  1980 

Pre-Convention  Committee  Meetings 
Pages  Rehearsal,  Grand  Ballroom 

Joint  Memorial  Service  with  The  American  Legion, 

Trinity  Episcopal  Cathedral 

National  Convention  Parade 


9 a.m.-  4 p.m. 
9 a.m. 

7 p.m. 


9 a.m.-l  p.m. 

10  a.m. -12  p.m. 
2 p.m. 

4 p.m. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SIXTIETH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
1980 


Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Pre-Convention  Committee  Meetings 


Group  A — Georgian  Room 
Mrs.  Lester  Perham,  Eastern  Division 
National  Vice  President,  presiding 


Group  B — Parlor  A/B/C 

Mrs.  Isaac  Mayfield,  Central  Division 

National  Vice  President,  presiding 


9 a.m.  -1  p.m. 

Americanism 
Community  Service 
Energy  Conservation 
Foreign  Relations 
National  Security 

Women’s  Forum  on  National  Security 

Children  and  Youth 

Liaison  with  Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Education 

Liaison  Committee  on  Education 
Girls  State 
Junior  Activities 
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Group  C — Stanbro  Hall 

Mrs.  Carl  Campbell,  Southern  Division 

National  Vice  President,  presiding 


Group  D — Bay  State  Room 
Mrs.  John  R.  Dokken,  Northwestern 
Division  National  Vice  President, 
presiding 


Group  E — Room  406 

Mrs.  Anthony  Genta,  Western  Division 

National  Vice  President,  presiding 

Mrs.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Smack,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 


Cavalcade  of  Memories 

Communications 

Leadership  Development 

Membership 

Music 

Publications 

Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 
Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Poppy 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Chaplains 

Credentials 

Historians 

Permanent  Organization 
Rules 

Constitution  and  Bylaws,  Room  402 
Resolutions,  Room  413 
Finance,  Room  436 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
SIXTIETH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

1980 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
Grand  Ballroom 

Monday,  August  18,  1980 

******0PEN|NG  SESSION****** 

8:30  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Katherine  Foley 

National  Convention  Chairman 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  PROCESSIONAL  Ms.  Adelaide  Brady 

CONVENTION  PROCESSIONAL 

National  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 
Eastern  Division  National  Vice  President,  Past  National  Presidents,  and 
Department  Colors  of  Eastern  Division 
Central  Division  National  Vice  President,  Past  National  Presidents,  and 
Department  Colors  of  Central  Division 
Northwestern  Division  National  Vice  President,  Past  National  Presidents,  and 
Department  Colors  of  Northwestern  Division 
Southern  Division  National  Vice  President,  Past  National  Presidents,  and 
Department  Colors  of  Southern  Division 
Western  Division  National  Vice  President,  Past  National  Presidents,  and 
Department  Colors  of  Western  Division 
National  Officers 
National  Colors 
National  President 
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INTRODUCTION  OF 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

INVOCATION 

MOMENT  OF  SILENCE 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE 
CONSTITUTION 

WELCOME 


Mrs.  Katherine  Foley 
National  Convention  Chairman 

Mrs.  Edward  Wellman 
National  Chaplain 

Mrs.  Peter  Moskwa 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

Mrs.  Preston  Holmes 
National  Music  Chairman 

Mrs.  Robert  Bohn 
National  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  Chairman 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 
National  President 


INTRODUCTIONS  AND  GREETINGS 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

THE  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


Mr.  Frank  I.  Hamilton 

National  Commander 

Mr.  Frank  Momsen 

National  Adjutant 

Mr.  H.  Vincent  Strout 

1980  Convention  Corporation  President 

The  Honorable  Edward  J.  King 
Governor  of  Massachusetts 

The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor  of  Boston 

Mrs.  Helene  G.  Dye,  President 
Department  of  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Katherine  Foley 
National  Convention  Chairman 


INTRODUCTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  Vice  President 

Division  National  Vice  Presidents  Mrs.  Lester  Perham,  Sr.,  Eastern 

Mrs.  Isaac  Mayfield,  Central 
Mrs.  John  R.  Dokken,  Northwestern 
Mrs.  Carl  Campbell,  Southern 
Mrs.  Anthony  P.  Genta,  Western 

Mrs.  Edward  Wellman,  National  Chaplain 
Mrs.  Margaret  Smith,  National  Historian 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour 
National  Vice  President 

Mrs.  Earl  B.  Bigalow 
Junior  Past  National  President 
Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE 
NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE 
PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 
GREETINGS  FROM  THE 
NATIONAL  PARLIAMENTARIAN 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  PAGES 

Mrs.  John  Robotti,  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Esther  Strafus,  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Raymon  Austin,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Dean  Tarrant,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Carmen  M.  Linarez,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  James  Capasso,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Ann  Henik,  Personal  Page 


INTRODUCTION  OF  CONVENTION 
COMMITTEES 


Mrs.  Katherine  Foley 
National  Convention  Chairman 


CREDENTIALS 

RULES 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 
FINANCE 


REPORTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Edward  Wellman,  National  Chaplain 
Mrs.  Margaret  Smith,  National  Historian 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer 

REPORTS  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Miss  Ruth  Schultz,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Janelle  Boggs,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alice  Schork,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 

KEYNOTE  ADDRESS 

Vice  Admiral  Gerald  E.  Miller 
U.S.  Navy  (Retired) 

Recess  — 11:30  a.m.-l  p.m. 


Monday,  August  18,  1980 

1 p.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 

National  President 

REPORT  OF  MUSIC  CHAIRMAN  AND  PRESENTATION  Mrs.  Preston  Holmes 
OF  WINNERS  OF  1980  NATIONAL  MUSIC  CONTEST  National  Music  Chairman 

“ACTION  FOR  AMERICA” 

AMERICANISM  Mrs.  Peter  Moskwa,  Chairman 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  Mrs.  Ted  Galka,  Chairman 

WOMEN’S  FORUM  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker,  Chairman 

ENERGY  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM  Mrs.  George  Norby,  Chairman 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE  Mrs.  Robert  Melgard,  Chairman 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Sonne,  Chairman 

“SPECIAL  SALUTE  TO  YOUTH” 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
PRESENTATION 


‘ACTION  FOR  YOUTH” 

Mrs.  Walter  L.  Stolte,  Chairman 

Dr.  Joseph  Kiser 
Children’s  Heart  Fund 
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LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION  Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Chairman 

EDUCATION  Mrs.  John  W.  Boam,  Chairman 

LIAISON  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION  Mrs.  Richard  Philebar,  Chairman 

JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES  Mrs.  H.  B.  Behrend,  Chairman 

GIRLS  STATE  Mrs.  Edward  Yankovich,  Chairman 

1980  Girls  Nation  President 

Miss  Lenora  Mosley,  Nashville,  Tennessee 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1980-1981 


DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 
4 — 5:15  p.m. 

Central  Division, 

Grand  Ballroom 

Northwestern  Division, 

Bay  State  Room 

Western  Division, 
Stanbro  Hall 


Eastern  Division, 
Parlor  A/B/C 

Southern  Division, 
Georgian  Room 


RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATE  FOR  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

7-9  p.m. 

Georgian  Room 

RECEPTION  FOR  CANDIDATES  FOR  NATIONAL  OFFICES 
(other  than  the  National  President) 

7-9  p.m. 

Stanbro  Hall 

Tuesday,  August  19,  1980 

9 a.m.-1:30  p.m. 

JOINT  SESSION  WITH  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

1:30  p.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 

National  President 

INVOCATION  Mrs.  Edward  Wellman 

National  Chaplain 

FIRST  READING  OF  PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 


“ACTION  FOR  VETERANS” 


AUXILIARY  EMERGENCY  FUND 
LEGISLATIVE 

PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 
POPPY 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 
PRESENTATION 


Mrs.  Stanley  Couvillon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  E.  Starr,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel,  Chairman 

Sister  Maria  Veronica 
Archivist,  Medal  of  Honor  Grove 
Freedoms  Foundation 


Charles  MacGillivary 
Past  President,  Medal  of  Honor  Society 
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“ACTION  FOR  OUR  IMAGE” 


COMMUNICATIONS  Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 

GOLDEN  MIKE  AND  GOLDEN  PRESS  AWARDS 

PUBLICATIONS  Mrs.  Frank  Yasensky,  Chairman 

LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  Mrs.  Jack  Smith,  Chairman 

CAVALCADE  OF  MEMORIES  Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 

MEMBERSHIP  Mrs.  William  Calder,  Chairman 

PRESENTATION  OF  1979-1980  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS  AND  GOAL  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 

Recess  — 4:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  August  20,  1980 

9 a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 

National  President 

INVOCATION  Mrs.  Edward  Wellman 

National  Chaplain 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 

National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  GOLDEN  APPLE  AWARDS  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 

National  President 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1980-1981 

REPORT  OF  THE  EIGHT  AND  FORTY  Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 

Le  Chapeau  National 
GREETINGS  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

Recess  — 11:30  a.m. 

1 p.m. 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy 
National  President 

Mrs.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Smack,  Chairman 

Mr.  Albert  Freund,  National  President 
The  Society  of  American  Legion 
Founders,  Ltd. 

Recess  — 3:30  p.m. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS  AMENDMENTS 
REPORT  OF  THE  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
AMERICAN  LEGION  FOUNDERS  FAREWELL 


STATES  DINNER 
8 p.m. 

Grand  Ballroom 
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THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1980 

8:30  a.m. 

INSTALLATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  1980-1981 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Past  National  President 
Installing  Officer 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Past  National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  PIN  AND  RIBBON  TO 
RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Past  National  President 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COLORS 


10:30  a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Retiring  National  President 


1:30  p.m. 

POST-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Stanbro  Hall 


1:45  p.m. 

POST-CONVENTION  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

Bay  State  Room 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Katherine  Foley 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HONORARY  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Edward  Wellman 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  VICE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Bernice  Hitchcock 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  SECRETARY 

Mrs.  Jacqueline  LaRochelle 

COMMUNICATIONS  & PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

Mrs.  Mary  Jezyk,  Chairman 

COURTESIES 

Mrs.  Helene  G.  Dye,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Elsie  Morse,  Vice  Chairman 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Lillian  Schwab,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Barbara  Murphy,  Vice  Chairman 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 

Mrs.  Carol  Jackman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Doris  Annis,  Vice  Chairman 


No  matter  what  kind  of  life 
you  lead,  you'll  lead  it  better 
at  the  57. 

Whether  you're  looking 
for  an  unforgettable  meal, 
auspiciously  complemented 
by  a superb  wine.  Or  your 
favorite  cocktail  mixed  to  per- 
fection in  our  contemporary 
piano  bar.  Or  simply  a good 
night's  rest  in  one  of  our 
spacious  hotel  rooms,  com- 
plete with  color  TV. 


You’ll  find  it  at  the  57. 

Because,  as  anyone  who's 
been  there  will  attest,  the  57 
is  more  than  a place  where 
you  can  go  to  bring  your  day 
to  a proper  conclusion. 

The  truth  is.  life  begins'at  57. 


The 


The  57  Restaurant  & 57  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
200  Stuart  St..  Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)423-5700 


59 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Miss  Julia  Mullan,  Chairman 
Miss  Dolly  Julian,  Vice  Chairman 

EXHIBITS 

Mrs.  Peggy  Kachon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Susan  Pearson,  Vice  Chairman 

FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crudup,  Chairman 

FLAG  REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Mary  Woodhouse,  Chairman 

FLOWERS  & CORSAGES 

Mrs.  Nina  Kelliher,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Theresa  Arsenault,  Vice  Chairman 

HALLS  & SEATING 

Mrs.  Theresa  Balboni,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Fahey,  Vice  Chairman 

HISTORY  DISPLAY 

Mrs.  Anna  Kontrim,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Stecke,  Vice  Chairman 

HOSPITALITY 

Mrs.  Anne  Marie  Leikauskas,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Helen  Emde,  Vice  Chairman 

INFORMATION  & REGISTRATION 

Miss  Dolly  Julian,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Frances  Smith,  Vice  Chairman 

LOST  & FOUND 

Mrs.  Margaret  Guertin,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Theresa  Petersen,  Vice  Chairman 

MUSIC  CONTESTS 

Mrs.  Barbara  Lewis,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alice  Conley,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  LUNCHEON 

Mrs.  Barbara  Murphy,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Patricia  Norcott,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN  RECEPTIONS 

Mrs.  Irene  Smith,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Genevieve  Bucher,  Vice  Chairman 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Esther  Strafus,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Willis,  Vice  Chairman 


The  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel  will  be  the  Headquarters 
hotel  for  the  1980  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  to  be  held  in  Boston  Aug.  15-21  concur- 
rently with  The  American  Legion’s  1980  National  Conven- 
tion. All  major  functions  of  the  Auxiliary  National  Con- 
vention will  be  conducted  here. 

POPPY  DISPLAYS 

Mrs.  Jeanene  Baker,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Frances  Drew,  Vice  Chairman 

POPPY  PLATES 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Cardin,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Louise  Allen,  Vice  Chairman 

PRAYER  BOOK  DISPLAYS 

Mrs.  Beverly  Monaco,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Dodson,  Vice  Chairman 

STAGE  DECORATIONS 

Mrs.  Margaret  White,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alice  Fleck,  Vice  Chairman 

STATES  DINNER 

Mrs.  June  Cormier,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Claire  Sullivan,  Vice  Chairman 

TRANSPORTATION 

Miss  Marie  Fitzgerald,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Muriel  Dallomba,  Vice  Chairman 


OFFICE  ASSIGNMENTS 

National  Secretary 

National  Treasurer 

National  Convention  Chairman 

Public  Relations 

Program  Coordinator 

National  Communications  Committee 

Exhibits 

First  Aid 

Flag  Registration  

Lost  and  Found  


Room  434  (Fourth  Floor) 
Room  417  (Fourth  Floor) 
Room  433  (Fourth  Floor) 
. Parlor  D/E  (Mezzanine) 
. . . . Parlor  F (Mezzanine) 
. Parlor  D/E  (Mezzanine) 
(August  13-20) 
Room  437  (Fourth  Floor) 

Men’s  Lounge 

. . . Ballroom  Checkroom 
Room  437  (Fourth  Floor) 
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Red  Cross  Provides 
First  Aid  Coverage 

The  American  Red  Cross  has  coordinated  an  intensive 
first  aid  program  for  various  events  during  the  1980  con- 
vention. Nearly  150  volunteers  from  Red  Cross  chapters 
throughout  the  Massachusetts  Bay  area  will  provide  first 
aid  care  for  thousands  of  participants  and  spectators. 

Beginning  on  Saturday,  August  16,  volunteers  with 
mobile  units  will  be  on  hand  at  a variety  of  Legion  events 
at  locations  throughout  the  city.  Each  Red  Cross  unit  will 
consist  of  a team  of  first  aid  instructors. 

Mobile  Red  Cross  units  will  be  radio-equipped  and  in 
constant  two-way  communication  with  chapter  head- 
quarters. Emergency  transportation  from  first  aid  stations 
will  be  provided  by  the  City  of  Boston,  Dept,  of  Health 
and  Hospitals,  ambulance  service. 

Directing  Red  Cross  activities  will  be  Austin  C.  Buchanan 
of  Medfield,  first  aid  chairman  for  the  Greater  Boston  Red 
Cross. 

For  the  parade  on  Sunday,  August  17,  the  Red  Cross 
will  operate  ten  to  12  emergency  first  aid  stations  along  the 
two  mile  parade  route;  each  station  functioning  with  a 
trained  first  aid  volunteer. 


Legionnaire  Lends 
Name  to  Airport 

Conventioneers  arriving  in  Boston  by  plane  at  Logan 
International  Airport  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  it  was 
named  after  Lt.  General  Edward  Lawrence  Logan  who 
was  the  second  Department  Commander  of  The  American 
Legion  in  Massachusetts. 

A veteran  of  the  Spanish  American  War  and  the  Mexi- 
can Border  action,  he  was  again  called  into  service  in 
World  War  I.  As  a colonel  in  the  26th  (Yankee)  Division, 
he  performed  distinguished  and  meritorious  service  in 
France. 

A series  of  promotions  brought  him  in  1923  to  the  grade 
of  Major  General  in  command  of  the  division  in  which  he 
first  enlisted  as  a private. 


Additional  Red  Cross  first  aid  coverage  will  be  provided 
during  the  three-day  business  sessions  to  be  held  at  the 
John  G.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium  Aug.  19-21. 

The  headquarters  for  the  first  aid  operation  will  be  lo- 
cated at  the  Greater  Boston  Red  Cross,  99  Brookline  Ave., 
Boston. 


EDUCATION  IN  THE  80’s  — 
PREPARATION  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


American  Education  Week 
November  16-22,  1980 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

One  of  the  concerned  sponsors 
of  American  Education  Week 

The  American  Legion  has  made  available  to  Department 
Adjutants  the  1980  American  Education  Week  Packet. 
This  year’s  materials  were  produced  by  the  Americanism 
Division  of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters. 

AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK  PACKET  MATERIAL 

Media  Spots  Editorial 

PACT  Brochure  AEW  Brochure 

Sample  Speech  Proclamation 


The  American  Legion 
stands  committed  to 

“EDUCATION  IN  THE  80’s  - 
PREPARATION  FOR  THE  FUTURE” 
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Plan  to  Visit 
Boston  Market 

Boston’s  favorite  gathering  place  — the  restored  Faneuil 
Hall  Marketplace  — draws  more  than  12  million  visitors 
each  year. 

It  is  an  exciting  world  of  food,  flowers,  fun  and  an  en- 
chanting world  of  fashion. 

The  marketplace  consists  of  three  19th  century 
buildings:  Quincy  Market,  the  copper-domed  center 
building,  South  Market  and  North  Market.  The  project 
was  restored  for  new  retail  and  office  use,  all  designed  to 
create  a contemporary  urban  marketplace  in  downtown 
Boston. 

The  idea  for  the  markets  was  conceived  by  Mayor  Josiah 
Quincy  in  1823  when  the  city’s  first  food  market,  Faneuil 
Hall,  became  too  small  for  the  burgeoning  port  of  Boston. 

Quincy  Market,  named  for  the  mayor,  was  re-opened  in 
1976,  after  being  restored  to  its  historic  use  including  meat, 
poultry,  fish,  cheese,  vegetable  and  fruit  stands,  delicates- 
sens, sidewalk  cafes,  restaurants,  flowers,  and  food- 
related  specialty  shops.  Pushcarts  line  the  canopies  on 
either  side  of  Quincy,  giving  merchants  a new/old  way  to 
present  their  wares  as  part  of  an  always-changing  Bull 
Market  — named  for  the  Bull  Weathervane  atop  Quincy 
Market. 


South  Market,  re-opened  in  1977,  combines  the  best  of 
home  furnishings  with  a forward  fashion  statement.  Its 
Arcade  houses  a group  of  specialty  jewelry,  gift  and  acces- 
sory shops.  Contemporary  furniture,  table  toppings  and 
wall  decor,  apparel  of  international  dimension  as  well  as 
classic  American,  and  the  most  unique  collection  of 
jewelry  and  gifts  make  South  Market  an  exciting  shopping 
experience.  Delicious  restaurants  add  the  final  touch. 

North  Market  was  re-opened  in  1978,  completing  the 
project.  Its  Gallery  is  themed  toward  children  of  all  ages, 
fantasy,  and  leisure-time  activities.  Kids  find  shops 
especially  for  them,  while  the  rest  of  the  family  can  find 
gear  for  the  great  outdoors,  crafts  for  the  creative,  clothing 
for  the  casual  life  and  treats  for  any  occasion.  Fine  and 
casual  dining  are  also  found  in  North  Market. 

The  landscaped  pedestrian  walkways  between  the  build- 
ings are  kept  lively  by  promotional  activities  that  make 
shopping  fun. 

The  Marketplace  is  adjacent  to  Faneuil  and  is  bordered 
by  Government  Center,  the  Financial  District,  the  Water- 
front and  Haymarket. 


The  American  Legion  AFJROTC  General  Military  Excellence  Award 
is  being  presented  to  Cadet  Major  Dan  J.  O’Connor  (right)  by  Mr. 
Dick  Reczek,  Post  #6  Commander , Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 


SPONSOR  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
ROTC  ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM 

For  further  information  write: 

National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
1608  K Street  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20006 
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The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
Locations 

SHERATON-BOSTON  HOTEL 
Constitution  Room  Foyer 
Plaza  Level 

Thursday,  August  14  Through 
Thursday,  August  21 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

PARK  PLAZA  HOTEL 
Ballroom  Foyer 

Friday,  August  15  Through 
Wednesday,  August  20 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

JOHN  B.  HYNES 
VETERANS  AUDITORIUM 
Entrance  Foyer 

Tuesday,  August  19  Through 
Thursday,  August  21 
Open  Daily  During  Sessions 

All  locations  will  have  a complete  stock  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  mer- 
chandise. Among  the  many  items  are  shirts,  ties, 
cap  insignia,  official  jewelry,  and  gift  items.  A 
supply  of  CAPS  lettered  for  all  states  will  be  avail- 
able at  the  SHERATON-BOSTON  DISPLAY 
ONLY. 


This  unusual  panoramic  view  of  much  of  the  National  Convention  city  of  Boston  was  taken  from  the  60th  floor  observatory 
of  the  John  Hancock  Insurance  Company  building,  which  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel,  the  National 

Headquarters  hotel  for  the  1980  Convention. 
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American  Legion 


FOUNDATION,  INC. 


Your  contributions  have  helped  thousands  of  American  children  through  Research,  Education  and  Information. 
The  many  problems  confronting  our  nation’s  youth  can  be  devastating.  Your  thoughtfulness  has  helped  to 
reduce  the  impact  and  severity.  Our  very  best  to  you  with  sincere  appreciation  for  all  of  your  support! 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION,  INC. 
700  North  Pennsylvania  Street,  P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 
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SALON  NATIONAL  LA  BOUTIQUE 
DES  HUIT  CHAPEAUX  ET  QUARANTE  FEMMES 
59TH  ANNUAL  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 


HOWARD  JOHNSON 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

August  21,  22,  and  23,  1980 

OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 
Le  Chapeau  National 


REGISTRATION 

HOWARD  JOHNSON 


Mrs.  James  C.  Malone 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 


Saturday,  August  16,  1980  — Headquarters  Suite,  Salon  National 4:00  P.M.  to  6 P. 

Monday,  August  18th  through  Friday  August  22nd  — Headquarters  Suite 12:00-2:00  P. 

4:00-6:00  P. 

Saturday,  August  23rd  - Headquarters  Suite 8:00-8:30  A. 


Guest  registration  will  also  be  accepted  during  these  hours. 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1980 

PRE-MARCHE  POUVOIR  — Convention  Hall  C 


PRE- 

CONVENTION HALL  A 

L’AUMONIER 

Mrs.  William  J.  Staley,  Sr. 

6:30  P.M. -7:30  P.M. 

L’ARCHIVISTE 

Mrs.  Harry  Russell 
7:30  P.M. -8:30  P.M. 

CONVENTION  HALL  B 

NURSES  SCHOLARSHIP 

Mrs.  John  Klemm,  Chairman 
6:30  P.M. -8:00  P.M. 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 

Mrs.  Herbert  Robinson,  Chairman 
7:00  P.M. -8:00  P.M. 

PARTNERSHIP 

Mrs.Osby  Martin,  Chairman 
8:30  P.M. -9:30  P.M. 


MARCHE  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
CONVENTION  HALL  C 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Pauline  Bonham,  Chairman 
6:30  P.M. -7:00  P.M. 

CHILDREN  & YOUTH  AND  NJH  LIAISON 

Mrs.  John  Acklin, 

Mrs.  Mary  Figenbaum  & 

Mrs. John  Hadden,  Chairmen 
7:00  P.M. -9:00  P.M. 


.2:30-4:30  P.M. 


ROOM  3A 

RITUALS  AND  EMBLEM 

Mrs.  Albert  Ybarra,  Chairman 
6:30  P.M. -7:30  P.M. 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Leonard  S.  Swanson,  Chairman 
7:30  P.M. -8:00  P.M. 
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HANDBOOK  REVIEW 

Mrs. James  W.  Collins,  Chairman 
8:00  P.M. -9:30  P.M. 

ROOM  3B 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 

Mrs.  Russell  Haslam,  Chairman 
6:30  P.M. -8:00  P.M. 


CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill,  Chairman 
8:00  P.M. -8:30  P.M. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Arthur  V.  Patterson,  Chairman 
8:30  P.M. -9:30  P.M. 


DISPLAYS  AND  EMBLEM  SALES 
HEADQUARTERS  SUITE 

Emblem  Sales  will  be  open  in  the  Headquarters  Suite  beginning  August  18,  1980  through  Friday,  August  22nd,  1980  from 
12  Noon  to  2 P .M.  and  from  4 P .M.  to  6 P .M.  Order  forms  will  be  placed  in  every  convention  packet  for  convenience  in 
ordering  and  picking  up  items.  Partners  must  show  current  1980  partnership  cards  in  order  to  purchase  items. 


MEET  THE  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 
CONVENTION  HALL  A — 10:00  P.M.-12:00  P.M. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  22,  1980 

DIVISIONAL  BREAKFASTS  AND  CAUCUSES  — 8:30  A.M. 

Central  Division Carver  Ballroom  #1  Northwestern  Division Room  3 A 

Eastern  Division Carver  Ballroom  #2  Western  Division Room  3B 

Southern  Division  Carver  Ballroom  #3 


REHEARSAL  LES  MARECHALS  AND  PAGES 

Mrs. Chris  Schweitzer,  La  Concierge,  Mrs.  Donald  Conn, 

Chairman  of  Pages,  and  Distinguished  Guest  Committee, 
and  all  pages. 

Convention  Hall  A 11:00  A.M. 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 
Convention  Hall  A 

OPENING  SESSION 1:30  P.M.  Friday,  August  22,  1980 

PROCESSIONAL  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS, 

CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX  PASSES  AND 
DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Miss  Julia  Mullan, 

La  Marche  Chairman  Presiding 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 

Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer,  La  Concierge  Nationale 
and  Les  Marechals,  Mrs.  Ivan  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  Wm.  Staley,  Sr.,  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer, 

La  Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

Assembly  — Led  by  Mrs.  T.  M.  Leervig 
Mrs. Patricia  Courtney, 


Mrs. John  Meyer, 

Mrs. Beulah  Goode, 

Les  Musicienes 

FLANDERS  FIELD 

Mrs.  Homer  Sowers, 

Le  Divisional  Demi  Chapeau  National  — 

Central  Division 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER 

Mrs.  Buford  Slover, 

Le  Divisional  Demi  Chapeau  National  — 

Western  Division 

ROLL  CALL 

Mrs. James  C.  Malone 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 

READING  OF  CALL  TO  1980  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINUTES  COMMITTEE  FOR 
THE  1979  MARCHE  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  James  Collins,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Nan  Whitten 
Miss  Julia  Mullan 
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GREETINGS: 

Miss  Julia  Mullan,  Chairman, 

1980  La  Marche  Nationale 
Mrs.  William  J.  McKinley,  Honorary  Chairman, 

1980  La  Marche  Nationale 
Mrs.  James  Foley,  National  Convention  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
The  Honorable  Edward  J.  King,  Governor  of 
Massachusetts 

The  Honorable  Kevin  White,  Mayor  of  Boston 
Mr.  James  Denver,  Department  Commander  of 
Masssachusetts,  The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Leonard  Dye,  Department  President  of 
Massachusetts,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Eva  Leyland,  Le  Chapeau  Departemental  de 
Massachusetts 

Mr.  H.  Vincent  Strout,  President  of  1980  National 
Convention  Corporation,  The  American  Legion 


INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAUX 


NATIONAUX  PASSES: 

Mrs.  Harry  Kehm  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Walter  Davol  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Robert  Haws  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Dee  P.  Davis  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Valentine  Delies  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Edsell  Swanner  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Herman  Edwards  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Ottelia  Aaron  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Ray  A.  Stratton  Miss 

Mrs.  Edwin  Harvey  Keefe  Mrs. 

Mrs.  James  Michelet  Mrs. 


C.  P.  Andrew 
Joseph  M.  Voit 
William  McKinley 
Premo  O.  Kelly 
James  C.  Gleason 
Jerome  E.  Allen 
James  A.  DeForce 
James  W.  Collins 
Dorothy  M.  Dolle 
Lucien  J.  Landry 
Michael  Suvak 


Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr.  Miss  Julia  Mullan 
Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale  Mrs.  Herman  E.  Reimink 
Mrs.  Charles  D.  Smith 

RESPONSE 

Mrs.  Herman  E.  Reimink, 

Immediate  Chapeau  National  Passe 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES: 

Rules  and  Order  — Mrs.  Leonard  S.  Swanson, 
Chairman 

Permanent  Organization  — Mrs.  Pauline  Bonham, 
Chairman 

REPORT  OF  LES  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  AND  INTRODUCTION  OF  LES 
CHAPEAUX  DEPARTEMENTAUX 

Mrs.  Rocco  Fioramonti,  Eastern  Division 
Mrs. Homer  Sowers,  Central  Division 
Mrs.  Joe  Porow,  Southern  Division 
Mrs.  Buford  Slover,  Western  Division 
Mrs.  Lola  Matuska,  Northwestern  Division 

REPORT  OF  1979-1980  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Le  Chapeau  National 
Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 
Mrs.  James  C.  Malone,  La  Secretaire-Caissiere 
Nationale 

Mrs.  E.  Harvey  Keefe,  L’Avocate  Nationale 
Mrs. Harry  Russell,  L’Archiviste  Nationale 
Mrs. Chris  Schweitzer,  La  Concierge  Nationale 
Mrs.  Blanche  Mack,  The  Hat  Box  Editor 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR 
1980-1981 


RECESS 

SECOND  SESSION  OF  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 
Friday,  August  22,  1980  — 7:30  P.M. 


INVOCATION 

Mrs.  William  Staley,  Sr. 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEE 

Miss  Julia  Mullan,  Chairman 

GREETINGS: 

Mr.  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  National  Commander, 

The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Bernard  Kennedy,  National  President, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  National  Vice  President, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Margaret  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES  AND 

INTRODUCTION  OF  AREA  CHAIRMEN: 

Children  and  Youth,  Mrs.  John  Acklin, 

Chairman 

National  Jewish  Hospital  Liaison,  Mrs.  Mary 
Figenbaum  & Mrs.  John  Hadden 


Greetings:  Mr.  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  National 
Chairman,  Children  and  Youth,  The  American 
Legion 

Mrs.  June  Stolte,  National  Chairman, 

Children  and  Youth,  The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary 

Constitution  and  Bylaws,  Mrs.  Russell  Haslam 
Finance,  Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 
Partnership,  Mrs.  Osby  Martin 
Nurses  Scholarship,  Mrs.  John  Klemm 
Rituals  and  Emblems,  Mrs.  Albert  Ybarra 
Trophies  and  Awards,  Mrs. Herbert  Robinson 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 
ON  HANDBOOK 

Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  PUBLICITY  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Lee  Powell 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  MEMORY 
BOOK  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  James  Smith 
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THIRD  SESSION  OF  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 
Saturday,  August  23,  1980  — 8:30  A.M. 

IN MEMORIAM Mrs.  William  Staley,  Sr.  Presiding 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 


Prelude  Mrs.  John  Meyers,  Musiciene 

Processional Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 


Les  Divisional  Chapeaux  Nationaux 
Prayer  . . .Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Staley,  Sr.,  L’Aumonier  National 

Solo  — “Let  There  Be  Peace  On  Earth”  . . . Miss  Mary 
(Dolly)  E.  Julian 

Eulogy  in  memory  of  Alice  Gordon  Pico,  Corinne  Frances 
Craig,  Bess  H.  Titlow,  Eleanor  R.  LaVaque  . . . .Chapeaux 
Nationaux  Passes 

By  Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Keefe,  Chapeau  National  Passe 

Tribute  to  All  Deceased  Partners 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Le  Chapeau  National 
Tribute  to  Deceased  Partners  of  1979-1980 

Les  Divisional  Chapeaux  Nationaux 

Eastern  Division  Mrs.  Rocco  Fioramonti 

Central  Division Mrs. Homer  Sowers 

Southern  Division Mrs.JoePorow 

Western  Division Mrs.  Buford  Slover,  Jr. 

Northwestern  Division Mrs.  LolaMatuska 

Solo  — “Prayer  for  Perfect  Life” Miss  Mary  (Dolly) 

E.  Julian 

Benediction  Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Staley,  Sr., 

L’Aumonier  National 
Recessional  Mrs.  John  Meyers,  Musiciene 

REPORT  OF  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Staley,  Sr. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 

Credentials,  Mrs.  Frederic  D.  Hemphill 
Registration,  Mrs.  Willoughby  Phillips 
Resolutions,  Mrs.  Arthur  V.  Patterson 


ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
FOR  1980-1981 

ADDRESS: 

Mr.  Richard  Bluestein 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Ivan  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman 

PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES 

Mrs.  Donald  Conn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Madaline  Prior 
Miss  Virginia  Wilson 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Jeanne 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Fultz 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Nelson 
Mrs.  Harriet  Johnle 

PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES 

To  Le  Chapeau  National,  Mrs.  Sanford  Patterson 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Holt 

To  La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Bartholomew 

RATIFICATION  OF  ELECTION  OF  LES 
DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 

Mrs.  E.  Dale  Montgomery 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS 
FOR  1980-1981 


RECESS 


POST  MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Saturday,  August  23,  1980 

Immediately  following  morning  session  . . . 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  BANQUET 


Saturday,  August  23,  1980 
7:00  P.M. 

Carver  Ballroom  — Howard  Johnson  Park  Plaza 


PROCESSIONAL  OF  GUESTS 
INVOCATION 

Mrs.  William  Staley,  Sr.,  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

Led  by  Mrs.  Chris  Schweitzer, 

La  Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

The  Assembly 

WELCOME 

Miss  Mary  Julian, 

Banquet  Chairman 

RESPONSE 

Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 


ENTERTAINMENT 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  1980-1981 

PRESENTATION  OF  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
PASSE  PIN 

Mrs.  E.  Harvey  Keefe, 

Chapeau  National  Passe 

BENEDICTION 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Staley,  Sr. 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 
ADJOURNMENT 
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SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  Louisiana,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  California 
Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Michigan 
Miss  Dorothy  Dolle,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Michael  Suvak,  Florida 
CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Frederic  Hemphill,  Wyoming,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harold  Beck,  California 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Gill,  Louisiana 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Leonard  S.  Swanson,  Washington,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harriet  Judy,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Chester  Alexander,  Texas 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Arthur  V.  Patterson,  Louisiana,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  R.  Warfield,  Virginia 
Mrs.  Orville  H.  Olsson,  Maine 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Pauline  Bonham,  Oklahoma,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Lorenza  Cushman,  Idaho 
Mrs.  Roland  Wyland,  Michigan 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Willoughby  M.  Phillips,  Florida,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harold  Waters,  Maryland 
Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  Missouri 

LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Ivan  Mitchell,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Nelson  Bowman,  Ohio 


NATIONAL  PAGES 

Mrs.  Donald  Conn,  Indiana,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Madaline  Prior,  Colorado 
Miss  Virginia  Wilson,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Jeanne,  Louisiana 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Fultz,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Nelson,  Colorado 
Mrs.  Harriet  Johnle,  South  Dakota 
PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
Mrs.  Sanford  Patterson,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Jack  Holt,  Illinois 
PERSONAL  PAGE  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE- 
CAISSIERE  NATIONALE 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Bartholomew,  Florida 
JUDGE  OF  ELECTION 

Mrs.  E.  Dale  Montgomery,  Indiana 
TELLERS 

Mrs.  Leona  Ashline,  New  York 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Burns,  D.C. 

Mrs.  Lyman  Marquart,  New  Mexico 
Mrs.  Norma  Buckmaster,  Arizona 
LES  MUSICIENES 

Mrs.  John  Meyer,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Patricia  Courtney,  Ohio 
Mrs.  Beulah  Goode,  Indiana 
SOLOISTS 

Mrs.  T.  N.  Leervig,  Illinois 
Miss  Mary  Julian,  Massachusetts 

COORDINATOR  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Herman  E.  Reimink,  Oklahoma 


1980  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  LOCAL  COMMITTEES 


HONORARY  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  McKinley,  Chapeau  National  Passe 

CHAIRMAN 

Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan 

CO-CHAIRMAN 

Miss  Mary  Julian 

SECRETAIRE 

Mrs.  Barbara  Murphy 

CAISSIERE 

Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan 

BANQUET 

Miss  Mary  Julian 
BANQUET  RESERVATIONS 

Mrs.  Mary  Woodhouse,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Tripp,  Co-Chairman 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Margaret  Lawson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Josephine  Kendrigan,  Co-Chairman 

DECORATIONS  AND  FAVORS 

Mrs.  Dorothy  McLaughlin,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Lawson,  Co-Chairman 

PUBLICITY 

Mrs.  Margaret  Guertin,  Chairman 
HALLS  AND  SEATING 

Mrs.  Doris  Annis,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Florence  Fisher,  Co-Chairman 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Miss  Mary  Julian,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Cardin,  Co-Chairman 


FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crudup,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Berry,  Co-Chairman 

HOSPITALITY 

Mrs.  Yvonne  Stewart,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Jacquelline  La  Rochelle,  Co-Chairman 

INFORMATION  AND  LOST  AND  FOUND 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Healy,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Margaret  White,  Co-Chairman 

DISPLAYS 

Mrs.  Gladys  Bowman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Joan  Rycroft,  Co-Chairman 

AIDES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Lucille  Pease 
Mrs.  Marion  Cotter 

AIDES  TO  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Margaret  Neusell 
Mrs.  Louise  Baldwin 

CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Anna  Stanganelli 

PACKETS 

Mrs.  Florence  Melanson 
Mrs.  Alice  Lord 

BREAKFAST  COORDINATOR 

Mrs.  Olive  Cadorette,  Chairman 
Miss  Therese  Roy,  Co-Chairman 

PROTOCOL 

Mrs.  Ann  Marie  Leikauskas 
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SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


AGENDA 

NINTH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


Registration Friday,  August  15,  1:00  p.m. 

Lenox  Hotel,  1st  Floor 

Saturday,  August  16,  Dome  Room, 
Lenox  Hotel,  2nd  Floor 

Convention  Committees’  meeting 
times  and  locations  to  be 
announced. 

National  Executive  Committee  . . .Friday,  August  15,  3:00  p.m. 
(Pre-convention  Meeting)  Exeter  Room,  Lenox  Hotel, 

1st  Floor 

9th  National  Convention Saturday,  August  16,  9:00  a.m. 

Dome  Room,  Lenox  Hotel, 

2nd  Floor 

Presiding  Officer Ernest  Wilson,  Jr.  (NJ) 

SAL  National  Commander 

Presentation  of  Colors 

National  Anthem Ms.  Cathy  Willson 

Invocation 

Preamble 

Re-establishment  of  Committees 
Any  Other  Business 
Benediction 
Recess 

9th  National  Convention Sunday,  August  17,  9:00  a.m. 

Dome  Room,  Lenox  Hotel, 

2nd  Floor 

Presentation  of  Colors 

Invocation 

Preamble 

Reports  of  Convention 
New  Business 
Presentations 
For  the  Good  of  the  SAL 
Appointment  by  National  Commander  Wilson 
of  Judge  of  Election  and  Tellers 
Nomination  of  National  Officers  1980-81 


Election  of  National  Officers  for  1980-81 
National  Commander 
Five  National  Vice-Commanders 
National  Chaplain 


Installation  of  National  Officers,  12:00  noon 

Acceptance  Speeches 

Any  Other  Business 

Presentations 

Benediction 

Adjournment 


National  Executive  Committee  . . .Sunday,  August  17 
(Post-convention  Meeting)  Dome  Room,  Lenox  Hotel, 

2nd  Floor  following  the  conclusion 
of  the  National  Convention 

Presiding  Officer Newly  Elected  National  Commander 


Ernest  Wilson,  Jr. 
(New  Jersey) 
National  Commander 


Joseph  A.  Paviglianti 
(New  York) 
National  Adjutant 


Introduction  of  Newly  Elected  Officers 
* Appointment  of:  National  Adjutant  and  Assistants 

National  Judge  Advocate 
National  Historian 
National  Sgt-at-Arms  and  Assistants 
National  Committees 

*NEC  must  approve 

New  Business 
Adjournment 

American  Legion  National 

Convention  Parade Sunday,  August  17,  4:00  p.m. 
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THE  S.A.L. 


National  Officers  1979-1980 


Seated,  right  to  left:  N.V.C.,  R.  Lugenbeel  (MD);  B.  Goodrow  (NE);  D.  Stephens  (IN);  R.  Doucet  (LA);  D.  Harris  (CA);  Nat.  Adj.  J. 
Paviglianti  (NY).  Standing:  Nat.  His.  T.  Ward  (NJ);  Nat.  Judge  Adv.  W.  Verhelst,  Jr.;  Asst.  Sgt.  at  Arms  J.  Roberts  (AZ);  Nat. 
Comm.  E.  Wilson,  Jr.  (NJ);  Asst.  Sgt.  at  Arms  F.  Reis  (IL);  Sgt.  at  Arms  J.  Curtis  (MD);  Nat.  Chap.  J.  Webster  (Wl);  Comm. 
Aide  K.  Breedlove  (IL). 

National  Officers  Not  in  Photo:  Asst.  Adj.  T.  Timcoe  (MA);  Asst.  Adj.  A.  Weatherly  (SC);  Asst.  Sgt.  at  Arms  E.  Johnson  (TX); 
R.  McKenry  (G«);  E.  Fischer  (PA). 


Past  National  Commanders  of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Michael  Seaton 

(California) 

1968 


Robert  McBridge 

(Ohio) 

1969 


J.  Richard  Stillwell 

(Illinois) 

1970-71 


John  Smolinsky 

(Massachusetts) 


1972 


James  Hartman 

Greg  Reis 

Grant  M.  Jamieson 

Charles  E.  Gannon 

John  Sherrard 

(Maryland) 

(Illinois) 

(Michigan) 

(Maryland) 

(California) 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

Robert  H.  Faust 

(California) 

1973 


Richard  J.  Kepler 

(Florida) 

1979 
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“GET  WITH  THE  PROGRAM ” 


DONATE  BLOOD 

HELP  AMERICA  WORK 


For  further  information  write 

National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 

1608  K Street  NW 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20006 


m • • •• 


Legionnaires  — 

Hope  you  can  find  time  to 


For  information  write: 

Community  Relations  Branch 
U S.  Coast  Guard,  Washington.  D.C.  20593 
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IamaMarine. 
One  of  the  few. 


One  of  the  proud. 


I am  part  of  a patriotic  legend  that  began  on 
November  10,  1775.  Over  200  years  ago,  a few 
good  men  banded  together  and  helped  win  our 
country’s  independence.  Generation  after 
generation  of  Marines  followed  in  their  footsteps. 
Ready  to  keep  us— all  of  us— free.  That  is  where 
I stand  today.  A Marine.  One  of  the  few. 

One  of  the  proud. 


For  recruiting  information,  call  800-423-2600,  toll  free.  In  California,  800-252-0241 


100  Point  Department  Commanders 


J.  Newman 
★ 

Alaska 


L.  Valenzuela 
★ 

Arizona 


J.  W.  Rumble 

Arkansas 


R.  Schwartz 

California 


H.  Carlson 
★ 

Colorado 


C.  Jackson 
★ 

Delaware 


E.  Bahret 
★ 

Florida 


M.  Beavers 
★ 

France 


W.  Phillips 

Idaho 


F.  Jensen 
★ 

Indiana 


73 


J.  Tuttle 

Iowa 


R.  Neal 
★ 

Maryland 


J.  Hobb 
★ 

Kansas 


V.  Gentry,  Jr. 
★ 

Mexico 


J.  Goodness 

Kentucky 


A.  Templeton 
★ 

Michigan 


These  are  the  Commanders  who  led  their  respective  Depart- 
ments to  100  or  more  points  during  this  1979-80  American 
Legion  year  under  a scoring  system  set  up  by  the  National 
Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee.  Departments 
earned  points  by  meeting  specified  membership  goals  on  tar- 
get dates  during  the  year  and  by  chartering  new  American 
Legion  Posts.  A star  (★)  identifies  those  who  "Help  America 
Work."  This  elite  group  led  their  respective  Departments  to  a 
membership  which  exceeded  their  1979  total  by  30  days  prior 
to  the  National  Convention. 


D.  Coslor 
★ 

Nebraska 


H.  Ofenloch 
Nevada 


J.  Caouette 
★ 

New  Hampshire 


P.  Severson 
★ 

Louisiana 


V.  Carstensen 
★ 

Minnesota 


A.  W.  Schultz 

Missouri 


L.  Luterman 

New  Jersey 


A.  Jordan 
★ 

Maine 


G.  Gordon 

Mississippi 


D.  Shannon 

Montana 


R.  Crotzer 
★ 

New  Mexico 
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R.  Smith 

N.  Sorlien 

C.  Dombrowski 

C.  Brown 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

★ 

★ 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

J.  Marcroft,  Jr. 

Oregon 


J.  Zweisdak 

Pennsylvania 


A.  Santos 

Philippines 


J.  Rivera 
★ 

Puerto  Rico 


W.  Dorn 

South  Carolina 


E.  Viet 

South  Dakota 


S.  Garner 

Tennessee 


J.  Valentine 
★ 

Washington 


M.  Mireles 
★ 

Texas 


G.  Zanos 
★ 

West  Virginia 


Q.  Plowman 
★ 

Utah 


R.  Barnett 
★ 

Wisconsin 


J.  Morrissey 
★ 

Vermont 


C.  Wilson 
★ 

Virginia 


P.  McCreery 
★ 

Wyoming 
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THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  IS  THE  BEST  SOURCE  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LEGISLATIVE  PROGRAM.  TO  RE- 
CEIVE A YEAR’S  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  NEWS  BULLETIN,  USE  THE  ORDER 
BLANK  BELOW  AND  BECOME  A MEMBER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE 
TEAM. 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN 
The  American  Legion,  1608  K St.,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.  20006 


Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Enclosed  is  Five  Dollars  for  a subscription  to  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS 
BULLETIN 

PLEASE  PRINT 


SUBSCRIPTION  ORDERED  BY: 


SEND  BULLETIN  TO: 


Name  & Title 


Address: 

(Street  or  Box  Number) 

(City)  (State)  (Zip) 

Post/Unit  No.  


Name  

Address:  

(Street  or  Box  Number) 

(City)  (State)  (Zip) 

Post/Unit  No. 


Kids  don’t  have 

a fighting  chance 
without  a good  club’.’ 

— O.J.  Simpson 


Growing  up  is  tough. That's  why  kids  need  the  Boys’  Clubs 
of  America.  The  Boys’  Clubs  stay  open  to  give  kids  a place 
to  go  and  a chance  to  make  friends. 

The  Clubs  are  run  by  trained  adults  with  a lot  of  heart  and 
the  time  to  listen. 

A million  kids  depend  on  the  Boys’  Clubs. That’s  why  the 
Clubs  need  your  support.  ’Cause  kids  don  t have  a fighting 
chance  without  a good  club. 

Support  the  Boys9  Clubs  of  America. 

For  more  information  write: 

B.C  A.  National  Headquarters,  771  First  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  10017 
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ONE  OF  THE  MANY  SERVICES  OF 
THE  NATIONAL  VETERANS  AFFAIRS 
AND  REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 


The  Department  of  Defense  Review  and  Correction 
Board  Unit  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabili- 
tation Commission  is  a significant  part  of  the  total  pro- 
gram of  the  Commission.  Through  this  program  assistance 
is  afforded,  and  representation  provided,  for  veterans  at 
hearings  before  Review  and  Correction  Boards  of  the 
Armed  Services. 

Discharge  Review  Boards  were  created  within  the  Armed 
Services  in  1944  — under  legislation  sponsored  and  sup- 
ported by  The  American  Legion.  These  Boards  are  strictly 
military,  and  they  hear,  review,  and  decide  all  cases  that 
come  before  them  for  recharacterization  of  discharge. 

The  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Boards  for  Correction 
of  Military  Records  were  established  in  1946  as  a Civilian 
administrative  board  of  last  resort  — to  correct  any  “error” 
or  remove  any  “injustice”  in  the  record.  These  Correction 
Boards  represent  the  highest  appellate  body  within  the 
Armed  Forces.  They  are  composed  of  civilians.  They  func- 
tion under  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
respective  services.  They  are  not  required  to  hear  all  cases, 


but  assume  jurisdiction  and  permit  a hearing  only  when 
they  consider  a prima  facie  case  to  have  been  made. 

Teamwork  is  a necessary  ingredient  for  the  success  of 
this  special  work  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Division.  The  American  Legion’s  team  performing  the 
work  consists  of  Post,  County,  and  Department  Service 
Officers,  together  with  staff  representatives  of  the  Veter- 
ans Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission.  During  the 
period  June  1,  1979,  and  ending  April  30,  1980,  staff 
representatives  assigned  to  duties  before  these  Department 
of  Defense  Boards  afforded  representation  in  1,994  appli- 
cations for  upgrading  of  character  of  discharge  and/or 
correction  of  error  or  removal  of  an  injustice  in  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  record. 

Veterans  who  desire  American  Legion  assistance  in  con- 
nection with  applications  for  Discharge  Review  or  Correc- 
tion of  Military  Records  should  contact  Post,  County,  or 
Department  Service  Officers.  Discharge  Reviews  are  a 
benefit  provided  by  law,  and  veterans  who  have  cause  to 
seek  reviews  should  not  hesitate  to  apply,  and  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  assistance  The  American  Legion  can  pro- 
vide. 


ScourinG 

...the  betterlife 


The  National  Americanism  Commission  says 

"Scouting  units  should  be  a 
must  in  every  Legion  Post.” 

SCOUTING 
BUILDS  . . . 

Character, 
Citizenship, 

Fitness 
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The  American  Legion  Salutes 
Outstanding 

Students  At  Military  Academies 

1980 


Cadet  Michael  R.  Schaub  is  the  recipient  of  The  American 
Legion  A ward  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy.  Na- 
tional Vice  Commander  Bob  Legan  of  Arkansas  makes  the 
presentation. 


National  Vice  Commander  Keith  A.  Kreul  of  Wisconsin 
presents  The  American  Legion  Award  to  David  W.  Stalters 
of  Rockville,  Maryland,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 
Academy. 


National  Vice  Commander  Max  E.  Robinson  of  North 
Carolina  presents  The  American  Legion  Award  to  Carl  S. 
Barbour  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  at  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy. 


Cadet  Firstclass  William  A.  Ehrenstrom  of  La  Plata, 
Maryland,  of  the  United  States  Air  Force  Academy  re- 
ceives The  American  Legion  Award  from  National  Vice 
Commander  G.  Y.  Fails  of  New  Mexico. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CRIME  RESISTANCE  PROGRAM 

IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY 

For  further  information  write: 

National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
1608  K Street  NW 


Washington  D.C.  20006 


THANK  HEAVENS 
FOR  HIS 

NAVY  SCHOLARSHIP 


My  wife  and  I had  never  paid  that  much 
attention  to  news  features  about  the  huge 
sum  of  money  it  takes  to  guide  a child  from 
the  cradle  to  independence.  Our  son  Tom 
had  never  seemed  to  represent  a pressing 
financial  investment. 

But  early  in  his  junior  year  in  high  school  we 
began  investigating  college  costs — and 
were  astonished  at  how  much  they've  gone 
up  Suddenly  we  faced  the  possibility  of 
assuming  considerable  long-term  debt  in 
order  to  give  Tom  a proper  education. 

Luckily,  that  same  autumn  someone  told  us 
about  the  Navy's  four-year  Reserve  Officer 
Training  Corps  scholarship  program.  Tom’s 
reaction  was  enthusiastic.  He’s  always 
loved  the  water,  ships  and  travel,  and  he's  a 
natural-born  leader. 

So  the  following  spring — with  the  March  1 
opening  date  hardly  past— Tom  mailed  his 
Naval  ROTC  application.  He  then  took  the 
scholastic  aptitude  tests  the  Navy  requires 
and,  at  the  Navy’s  suggestion,  sent 
entrance  applications  to  three  of  the  more 
than  50  colleges  and  universities  taking  part 
in  the  Naval  ROTC  program. 

His  acceptance  by  the  Navy  and  his 
favorite  school  were  occasions  of  great 


celebration  for  all  of  us.  He’s  a freshman 
now  and  leads  the  same  campus  life  as 
other  students — almost.  He  must  take  a few 
special  courses  and  wear  his  uniform  a 
part  of  each  drill  day. 

He’ll  serve  with  the  Navy  from  four  to  six 
weeks  during  each  of  the  next  three 
summers — two  of  them  aboard  ship,  and  is 
he  looking  forward  to  that! 

After  graduation,  he'll  be  commissioned 
and  serve  four  years  on  active  duty.  He  can 
ask  fdr  the  Marine  Corps  if  he  chooses 

Meanwhile,  the  program  is  a godsend  to  us 
financially.  The  Navy  pays  all  Tom’s  tuition, 
textbook  costs  and  special  course  fees.  He 
receives  a $100-per-month  allowance 
besides.  That  reduces  our  own  contribution 
to  a manageable  level. 

Take  our  advice.  If  your  son  or  daughter  is  a 
high  school  junior  this  fall — and  loves 
adventure  and  responsibility — have  him  or 
her  drop  by  the  nearest  Navy  Recruiting 
Office  for  additional  information  or  call 
toll-free  800-841-8000 


You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 


NAVY.  IT’S  NOT  JUST  A JOB,  IT’S  AN  ADVENTURE. 
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J^taiement  of  Support 
for  tfje  dmarit  anti  |Rreer&r 


Pr  recognize  the  National  Guard  and  Reserve  as  essential  to  the  strength 
of  our  nation  and  the  maintenance  of  world  peace.  They  require  and  deserve  the 
interest  and  support  of  the  American  business  community,  as  well  as  every 
segment  of  our  society. 

In  the  highest  American  tradition,  these  Guard  and  Reserve  forces  are 
manned  by  civilians.  Their  voluntary  service  takes  them  from  their  homes,  their 
families  and  their  occupations.  On  weekends,  and  at  other  times,  they  train  to 
prepare  themselves  to  answer  their  country's  call  to  active  service  in  the  United 
States  armed  forces. 

If  these  volunteer  forces  are  to  continue  to  serve  our  nation,  a broader 
public  understanding  is  required  of  the  total  force  policy  of  national  security  — 
and  the  essential  role  of  the  Guard  and  Reserve  within  it. 

The  Guard  and  Reserve  need  the  patriotic  cooperation  of  American  em- 
ployers in  facilitating  the  participation  of  their  eligible  employees  in  Guard  and 
Reserve  programs,  without  impediment  or  penalty. 

We  therefore  join  members  of  the  American  business  community  in 
agreement  that: 

1.  Our  employees'  job  and  career  opportunities  will  not  be  limited  or 
reduced  because  of  their  service  in  the  Guard  or  Reserve; 

2.  Our  employees  will  be  granted  leaves  of  absence  for  military  training 
in  the  Guard  or  Reserve  without  sacrifice  of  vacation  time;  and 

3.  This  agreement  and  the  resultant  policies  will  be  made  known  through- 
out the  organization  and  announced  in  publications  and  through 
other  existing  means  of  communication. 


O f(atu>nal  Chairman 

Lsomnuttu Jvr  Employer  Su^orl 
oj the  Cjuard  and  Rgserie 


president 

C — •-  United  Statesoj'^nui 
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In  Appreciation 


Rear  Admiral  Raymond  H.  Wood 

USCG 

Parade  Grand  Marshal 


Captain  Thomas  L.  O'Hara,  Jr. 

USCGR 

DOD  Coordinator 


Brig.  Gen.  Truman 
Spangrud 

USAF 


Parade  Deputy  Grand  Marshals 


Rear  Adm.  Carl  A. 
Brettschneider 


Brig.  Gen.  Anthony 
Lukeman 


USNR 


USMC 


Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Font 

USA 


John  Rasmuson 

USA 


Project  Officers 


Maj.  Richard 
A.  Crowe 
USMC 


Lt.  Peter 
V.  Rhein 
USN 


Lt.  Col  Joseph 
E.  Malloy 

USAF 


Lt.  Joseph 
E.  Donovan 

USCG 


The  American  Legion  National  Convention  Corporation 
of  Massachusetts  and  The  American  Legion  expresses 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  Rear  Admiral  Raymond  H. 
Wood,  USCG,  the  Parade  Deputy  Grand  Marshalls,  the 


DOD  Coordinator  and  the  Project  Officers  for  their  coop- 
eration and  contributions  towards  the  success  of  the 
62nd  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion. 
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Parade  Information 


The  American  Legion  62nd  National  Convention 

DATE:  August  17,  1980 


TIME:  4:00  P.M. 


FORMATION  AREA:  See  map 


ROUTE:  From  the  initial  point 
at  Arlington  and  Boylston 
Streets,  east  on  Boylston 
Street  to  Charles  Street, 
Charles  Street  to  Beacon 
Street,  Beacon  Street  to 
Park  Street,  Park  Street  to 
Tremont  Street,  Tremont 
Street  to  Stuart  Street,  Stu- 
art Street  to  Eliot  Street, 
Eliot  Street  to  Columbus 
Avenue,  Columbus  Avenue 
to  Berkeley  Street,  disband- 
ing on  Columbus  Avenue  at 
Berkeley  Street. 

REVIEWING  STAND:  On  Tre- 
mont Street  at  Boylston 
Street  (on  the  Common). 


DISBANDING  AREA:  See  map 
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PARADE  ORDER 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

Sunday,  August  17,  1980 


GRAND  MARSHAL 

Rear  Admiral  Raymond  H.  Wood,  USCG 
Commander,  First  Coast  Guard  District 
150  Causeway 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 


HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

John  M.  “Jack”  Carey 
306  Bella  Vista  Drive 
Grand  Blanc,  Michigan  48439 


HONORARY  MARSHAL 

Supt.  John  F.  Doyle 
Boston  Police  Department 
154  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

Brig.  Gen.  Truman  Spangrud,  USAF 

R/Adm.  Carl  A.  Brettschneider,  USNR 

Vice  Commander 

Commandant 

Electronic  Systems  Division 

4th  Naval  District 

Hanscom  AFB,  Massachusetts  01731 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19112 

Brig.  Gen.  Anthony  Lukeman,  USMC 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Fant,  USA 

Deputy  Director  Fiscal  Division 

Commanding  General 

Headquarters  U.S.  Marine  Corps 

U.S.  Army  Readiness  Region  II 

Washington,  D.C.  20380 

Fort  Dix,  New  Jersey  08640 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  COORDINATOR 

Captain  Thomas  L.  O’Hara,  Jr.,  USCGR 
79  Nobscott  Road 
Weston,  Massachusetts  02193 


PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

Roy  D.  Lamb 
1916  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Readville,  Massachusetts  02137 
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PARADE  ORDER 


The  official  parade  of  the  62nd  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  instructions  contained  herein,  together  with 
the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map,  which  are  made  a part  hereof. 

1.  TIME:  (All  times  in  these  orders  are  Eastern  Daylight  Time.) 

(a)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from  the  “Initial  Point”  (corner  of  Arlington  and  Boylston  Streets)  promptly  at  4:00 
P.M.,  Sunday,  August  17,  1980  regardless  of  weather. 

(b)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Department  or  element  of  the  Parade  will  be  shown  in  detail  on  the  Organization  and  March 
Timetable,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  each  Department  Adjutant  and  to  the  Department  Parade  Chairman.  A meeting  of  all 
Department  Parade  Chairmen  will  be  held  at  1:00  P.M.  Saturday,  August  16, 1980  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  (Plaza  Level,  2nd 
Floor)  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel. 

(c)  A Parade  Official  will  meet  his  assigned  division  at  the  assembly  area  following  unloading.  He  will  direct  buses  toward  the  route  to  the 
disbanding  area. 

(d)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  accurate  logistics  are  essential.  PROMPTNESS  IN  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  ASSEMBLY 
AREA  IS  MANDATORY. 

2.  ROUTE:  SEE  ATTACHED  MAP. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREA: 

(a)  Assembly  area  — (See  attached  map  and  March  Order) 

(b)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will  be  furnished  by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  the  Department  Parade 
Chairmen  on  Saturday,  August  16. 

(c)  Floats  will  assemble  with  own  Department. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(a)  All  elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each  under  the  direction  of  a parade  official.  The  composition  of  these  Divisions,  order 
of  march,  and  time  and  place  of  assembly  is  shown  on  the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area 
Map  supplied  to  Department  Parade  Chairmen. 

(b)  All  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by  applicable  regulations. 

(c)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed  parade  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the  order  of  march  and  promptness  of  arrival 
at  the  assembly  area  of  all  units  of  his  Department.  All  units  will  conform  to  the  following  distribution  and  formation: 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  Eight  (8)  abreast 

All  American  Flags,  the  Department  and  Post  Colors  of  each  Department  and  the  Department  and  Unit  Colors  of  each 
Department  of  the  Auxiliary  will  be  massed  at  the  head  of  each  Department  delegation  in  that  order. 

(2)  American  Legion  units  within  Departments  will  march  in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one  and  one-half  yards  between  ranks. 

(3)  Band  and  Drum  Corps:  As  directed  by  Drum  Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 

(4)  Authorized  floats  and  automobiles  in  single  column.  No  unauthorized  floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to  participate.  All 

vehicles  participating  in  the  parade  must  be  equipped  with  identifying  signs  on  sides  thereof,  and  must  also  carry 
an  “Official  Car”  sticker  on  the  windshield. 

(5)  No  maneuvers  except  for  a forward  movement  — THIS  IS  A MUST.  All  violators  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade. 


(d)  DISTANCES 

(1)  Between  Divisions 30  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments 20  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department 10  yards 

5.  DISBANDING  AREA: 


Disbanding  area  — (See  attached  map  and  March  Order) 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 

The  official  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on  Tremont  Street  at  Boylston  Street  (on  the  Common).  Elements  will  render  a salute  to  the 
National  Commander  while  passing  the  reviewing  stand  (eyes  right).  Warning  signs  at  500  and  300  feet  will  inform  all  units  of  the 
distance  to  the  reviewing  stand. 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PARADE  AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(a)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami  Beach  on  March  12,  1960,  there  will 
be  no  participation  of  any  vehicles,  equipment  or  items  of  wearing  apparel  of  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation  will  be  enforced  by  the 
Parade  Committee  of  the  1980  Convention  Corporation. 

(b)  With  the  exception  of  police,  military  and  naval  escort,  distinguished  guests  and  school  musical  units,  eligibility  to  participate  in  the 
parade  is  limited  to  the  members  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  subject  to 
restriction  of  the  following  activities  which  shall  be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

(1)  The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of  intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking  devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  advertising  material,  either  from  floats  or  by  marching  units. 

(c)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established: 

(1)  In  the  assembly  area. 

(2)  At  intervals  along  the  line  of  march. 

(3)  In  the  disbanding  area. 

MARCH  ORDER 

ESCORT  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  3:00  P.M.  — on  Arlington  Street  from  Boylston 
Street  to  Beacon  Street 

DEPARTURE  at  4:00  P.M. 

DISBAND  on  Columbus  Avenue  from  Berkeley  Street  to 
Massachusetts  Avenue 
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ESCORT 

A.  BOSTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

(1)  Honorary  Marshal,  Superintendent  John  F.  Doyle 

B.  GRAND  MARSHAL 

C.  HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

D.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

E.  DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  COORDINATOR 

F.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

(1)  18th  Army  Band  of  New  England 
Commander:  W01  Bruce  O.  Schoenberger 

(2)  Marching  unit/color  guard 

10th  Special  Forces  Group  (ABN) 

Fort  Devens,  Massachusetts 

G.  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

(1)  Marine  Corps  Color  Guard, 

USMC  Recruiting  Station  Boston 

(2)  Marine  Marching  Platoon  with  trucks  and  jeeps 
DET.  1 ORDMAINTCO,  4th  MAINT  BN 

4th  FSSG,  FMF,  USMCR,  NAVMCRTIC 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts 

H.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 

(1)  USS  CONSTITUTION  Color  Guard  and  Pikeman 

(2)  Color  Guard  — Naval  Air  Station 
South  Weymouth,  Massachusetts 

(3)  Navy  Junior  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corp.  Color  Guard 
Woburn  High  School 

Woburn,  Massachusetts 

I.  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

(1)  Air  Force  Band  of  New  England 
Pease  Air  Force  Base,  New  Hampshire 

(2)  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  Color  Guard  and  Honor  Guard 
Hanscom  Air  Force  Base,  Massachusetts 

(3)  567th  Air  Force  Band 
Massachusetts  Air  National  Guard 
Otis  Air  Force  Base,  Massachusetts 

(4)  Massachusetts  Wing,  Civil  Air  Patrol  Marching  Unit 
Auxiliary,  United  States  Air  Force 

Wing  Headquarters,  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base,  Massachu- 
setts 

(5)  Brockton  Cadet  Squadron  Bagpipe  Band,  Civil  Air  Patrol 
Auxiliary,  United  States  Air  Force 

Brockton,  Massachusetts 

J.  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD 

(1)  Color  Guard  First  Coast  Guard  District 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

(2)  United  States  Coast  Guard  Band 
New  London,  Connecticut 


I DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  3:00  P.M.  — Berkeley  Street  from  Boylston  Street  to 
Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  on  Berkeley  Street  from  Columbus  Avenue  to  Appleton 
Street 

1.  The  American  Legion  1979  National  Championship  Band 

2.  National  Colors  and  1979  National  Championship  Color  Guard 

3.  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 

4.  National  President,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

5.  National  Officers 

6.  The  American  Legion  1979  National  Championship  Jr.  Drum  & 
Bugle  Corps 

7.  Past  National  Commanders 

8.  Society  of  The  American  Legion  Founders 

9.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Award  Winners 

10.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

11.  The  American  Legion  1979  National  Championship  Chorus, 
Junior  Color  Guard  and  Firing  Squad 

12.  Seagram  Posts  entry 

13.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 

Mexico  Philippines 

France  Italy 

Canada  Puerto  Rico 

Panama  Canal 


14.  Alaska 

15.  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  (1638) 

16.  Bedford  Minuteman  Company  (1775) 

17.  Fifth  Massachusetts  Battery  (E)  Light  Artillery, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  (1861) 

I!  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  3:30  P.M.  — on  Clarendon  Street  from  Boylston 
Street  to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  on  Appleton  Street  from  Berkeley  Street  to  Columbus 
Avenue 

18.  Florida  21.  Maryland  23.  New  Mexico 

19.  Arizona  22.  Virginia  24.  Wyoming 

20.  Maine 

III  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  4:00  P.M.  — on  Dartmouth  Street  from  Boylston 
Street  to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Columbus  Avenue  from  Appleton  Street  to  Warren 
Avenue  to  Dartmouth  Street 

25.  Minnesota  28.  Nebraska  30.  Oklahoma 

26.  Ohio  29.  New  Hampshire  31.  West  Virginia 

27.  Vermont 

IV  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  4:30  P.M.  — on  Exeter  Street  from  Boylston  Street  to 
Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Warren  Avenue  from  Dartmouth  Street  to 
Clarendon  Street  to  Columbus  Avenue 

32.  South  Carolina  35.  Colorado  37.  Wisconsin 

33.  South  Dakota  36.  Kansas  38.  Delaware 

34.  Texas 

V DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  5:00  P.M.  — on  Berkeley  Street  from  Boylston  Street 
to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Columbus  Avenue  from  Berkeley  Street  to  Appleton 
Street 

39.  Washington  42.  Indiana  44.  Utah 

40.  Montana  43.  Missouri  45.  Michigan 

41.  Louisiana 

VI  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  5:30  P.M.  — on  Clarendon  Street  from  Boylston 
Street  to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Berkeley  Street  from  Columbus  Avenue  to  Appleton 
Street 

46.  California  49.  Oregon  51.  Pennsylvania 

47.  Kentucky  50.  Idaho  52.  New  Jersey 

48.  Arkansas 

VII  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  6:00  P.M.  — on  Dartmouth  Street  from  Boylston 
Street  to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Appleton  Street  from  Berkeley  Street  to  Columbus 


Avenue 
53.  Tennessee 

56.  Iowa 

58.  Nevada 

54.  Mississippi 

57.  North  Carolina 

59.  Alabama 

55.  North  Dakota 

VIII  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  6:30  P.M.  — on  Exeter  Street  from  Boylston  Street  to 
Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Columbus  Avenue  from  Appleton  Street  to  Warren 
Avenue  to  Dartmouth  Street 

60.  New  York  63.  Illinois  65.  District  of  Columbia 

61.  Rhode  Island  64.  Connecticut  66.  Hawaii 

62.  Georgia 

IX  DIVISION 

ASSEMBLE  at  7:00  P.M.  — on  Berkeley  Street  from  Boylston  Street 
to  Beacon  Street 

DISBAND  — on  Warren  Avenue  from  Dartmouth  Street  to 
Clarendon  Street  to  Columbus  Avenue 

67.  Massachusetts 
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MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 


The  American  Legion’s  National  Convention  Musical 
Spectacular,  the  national  finals  of  American  Legion  Junior 
and  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  competition,  is 
expected  to  make  a spectacular  comeback  at  this  year’s 
convention. 

While  participation  was  down  at  the  1979  Houston 
Convention  to  the  point  where  the  event  scheduled  for 
Houston’s  Astrodome  had  to  be  scrubbed  from  the  pro- 
gram, a major  revival  is  anticipated  in  the  New  England 
metropolis,  a hot  bed  of  uniformed  groups  competition, 
with  many  other  top  rated  organizations  based  in  the 
nearby  mid-Atlantic  states. 

Fans  who  may  recall  the  Houston  competition  will 
remember  that  preliminary  competition  there  resulted  in  a 
standoff  in  the  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  event 
between  the  Long  Island  Kingsmen  of  Post  944  Kings 
Park,  New  York,  and  the  Sky  Ryders  of  Post  68, 
Hutchinson,  Kansas,  with  identical  scores  of  76.80  and 
producing  co-winners  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
that  event  for  The  American  Legion. 

This  year’s  Musical  Spectacular  is  set  for  7:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  Aug.  16,  at  the  University  of  Boston’s  Nickerson 
Field  with  a seating  capacity  of  approximately  17,500  with 
about  12,000  concert  seats. 

Tickets  are  available  at  offices  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Massachusetts, 
Statler  Office  Building,  Suite  316,  20  Providence  Street, 


The  Sky  Ryders,  sponsored  by  Post  No.  68,  of 
Hutchinson,  Kan.,  are  the  defending  co-champions  of 
American  Legion  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  competi- 
tion, having  tied  with  another  Junior  Corps  in  competition 
at  the  1979  Houston  National  Convention.  The  co-winners 
were  decided  on  the  basis  of  preliminary  competition  since 
there  was  no  Musical  Spectacular  in  Houston. 

and  at  the  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  Hotel, 
the  Sheraton-Boston,  the  Auxiliary  Headquarters  Hotel, 
the  Boston  Park  Plaza,  the  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Audi- 
torium, and  at  the  stadium  the  evening  of  the  event. 
Tickets  are  $6.00  each. 

Preliminary  competition  will  be  held  at  various  states 
around  the  city  (see  index  for  Contests,  Uniformed  Groups 
elsewhere  in  this  program)  and  those  corps  placing  highest 


The  Long  Island  Kingsmen,  sponsored  by  Post  944,  Kings 
Park,  N.  Y.,  shared  the  1979  American  Legion  National 
Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  championship  with  the  Sky 
Ryders,  of  Hutchinson,  Kan.,  based  on  the  results  of 
preliminary  competition  at  the  1979  National  Convention 


in  Houston.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  event 
there  are  defending  co-champions,  the  two  units  having 
tied  with  identical  scores  of  76.80  at  last  year’s  national 
convention. 
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in  preliminary  competition  will  perform  in  the  Musical 
Spectacular  where  the  national  championships  will  be 
determined. 

Contests  in  addition  to  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  to  be 
conducted  in  Boston  include  Junior  and  Senior  Color 
Guard,  Junior  and  Senior  Bands,  Junior  and  Senior  Drill 
Team,  Choruses  and  Quartets,  and  Firing  Squad.  Winners 
in  all  categories  of  competition  will  receive  their  awards 
from  National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  the  evening 
of  the  Musical  Spectacular. 

Another  regular  feature  of  the  Musical  Spectacular  is  the 
drawing  for  unusual  prizes.  Sponsored  by  the  Seagrams 
Posts  of  The  American  Legion  for  34  years,  this  event  is  a 
colorful  and  attractive  addition  to  the  evening’s  festivities, 
adding  another  touch  of  anticipation  and  suspense  to  the 
program  while  officials  are  tabulating  scores  to  determine 
the  National  Champions  of  American  Legion  Junior  and 
Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  competition,  and  the  order 
of  finish  of  other  units  winning  their  way  into  the  finals. 
Legionnaires  and  members  of  the  Auxiliary  may  enter 
the  Seagram  prize  drawings  either  by  sending  coupons  to 
be  found  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine  to  the  conven- 
tion city  or  registering  at  one  of  the  Seagrams  booths 
conveniently  located  at  both  American  Legion  and  Auxi- 
liary convention  headquarters. 

Defending  national  champions  in  other  categories  of 
uniformed  groups  competition  are:  Senior  Drum  and 
Bugle  Corps,  Westshoremen  Inc.,  Post  272,  Linglestown, 


Pa.;  Junior  Drill  Team,  Rangerettes,  Post  610,  Brook 
Park,  111.;  Senior  Drill  Team,  Double  D’s,  Post  180, 
Milwaukie,  Ore.;  Firing  Squad,  Carlson  Post  247, 
Fontanelle,  Iowa;  Junior  Color  Guard,  Sky  Ryders,  Post 
68,  Hutchinson,  Kansas;  Senior  Color  Guard,  Jersey 
Chevrons,  Post  40,  Ridgefield  Park,  N.J.;  Senior  Band, 
Joliet  American  Legion  Band,  Post  1248,  Joliet,  111.;  and 
Chorus,  Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 


The  Double  D’s,  sponsored  by  American  Legion  Post  180, 
of  Milwaukie,  Ore.,  are  the  defending  American  Legion 
national  championship  senior  drill  team,  topping  their 
category  of  competition  at  the  1979  American  Legion  Na- 
tional Convention  in  Houston,  Texas,  with  a score  of 

79.60. 


The  Rangerettes,  Junior  American  Legion  Drill  Team, 
sponsored  by  Post  610,  of  Brook  Park,  Ohio,  are  the 
defending  national  champions  in  their  category  of 


competition  among  American  Legion  uniformed  groups. 
They  won  their  championship  at  the  1979  American  Le- 
gion National  Convention  in  Houston,  Texas. 


87 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  final  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  61st 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
contain  a condensed  annual  report  for  the  1979-80  Ameri- 
can Legion  year.  A complete,  detailed  report  has  been  pre- 
pared for  submission  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Legion’s  Congres- 
sionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
are  entitled  to  receive  a concise  statement  of  the  major 
activities  of  The  American  Legion  year  ending  with  this 
National  Convention,  your  national  headquarters  pro- 
vides this  illustrated  report  as  a part  of  the  official  pro- 
gram. In  this  manner,  we  are  assured  that  every  delegate 
and  every  one  who  registers  for  the  convention  will  receive 
the  condensed  annual  report. 


AIRLINE  RESERVATION 
AND 

RECONFIRMATION  INFORMATION 

American  Legion  delegates  and  guests  attending  convention  sessions 
on  August  18,  19  and  20  in  the  John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 
will  find  most  airline  offices  conveniently  located  nearby. 

Major  airlines  ticket  offices  are  located  in  the  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel 
proper  or  elsewhere  in  the  Prudential  Center. 

Ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  headquartered  at  the  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
will  find  airline  ticket  offices  in  that  hotel. 
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The  American  Legion  has  made  significant  progress  under  the  leadership  of  National  Commander 
Frank  I.  Hamilton.  The  Commander  has  traveled  extensively,  spoken  forcefully  and  has  represented 
the  organization  with  dignity.  He  has  set  a noble  course  and  a challenging  pace.  His  advice  and  council 


have  been  sought  by  the  highest  officials  of  the  country.  He  and 
The  American  Legion  have  been  the  subject  of  an  increasingly 
large  number  of  favorable  news  stories,  printed  and  electronic. 

Legislative  matters  have  been  a prime  concern  and  the  need  for 
a constant  offensive  against  recurring  threats  to  veterans’  benefits 
continues. 

We  are  embarrssed  by  the  holding  of  hostages  in  Iran,  indig- 
nant over  the  Russian  invasion  of  Afghanistan,  and  alarmed  by 
the  spread  of  Communism  in  the  Caribbean  area.  Our  historic 
concerns  for  National  Security  are  magnified. 

The  programs  of  The  American  Legion  continue  to  be  enriched 
through  the  efforts  of  its  volunteers  and  staff.  Leadership  has 
been  particularly  alert,  keeping  itself  abreast  of  the  times. 
Membership  enrollment  is  on  the  upswing.  Lines  of  communica- 
tion throughout  the  organization  are  strong.  The  American 
Legion  continues  to  show  its  versatility  and  responsiveness.  Ours 
is  an  organization  of  character  and  pride  . . . We  Help  America 


The  remaining  pages  of  this  book  are  a condensed,  pictorial 
report  of  the  highlights  of  Commander  Hamilton’s  term  of  office 
and  of  The  American  Legion’s  year,  which  we  recommend  for 
your  reading. 


Work. 


FRANK  C.  MOMSEN 
National  Adjutant 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  62ND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress,  approved 

September  18,  1941. 
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NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


Frank  I.  Hamilton 
(Indiana) 

National  Commander 


Frank  C.  Momsen 
(Minnesota) 

National  Adjutant 


G.  Y.  Fails 
(New  Mexico) 


Keith  A.  Kreul 
(Wisconsin) 


Bob  Legan 
(Arkansas) 


Max  E.  Robinson 
(North  Carolina) 


Laurence  R.  Spaulding 
(New  Hampshire) 


National  Vice  Commander  National  Vice  Commander  National  Vice  Commander  National  Vice  Commander  National  Vice  Commander 


Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley 
(California) 

National  Chaplain 


Bertram  G.  Davis 
(New  York) 

National  Judge  Advocate 


O.  Webber  LaGrange 
(Indiana) 

National  Treasurer 


Phillip  Haddad 
(Oklahoma) 

National  Historian 


Charles  C.  Brynak 
(Ohio) 

National 

Sergeant-At-Arms 


The  American  Legion  will  be  convening  in  historic  Boston  in  1980  for  the  fourth  time  in  the  nearly  62-year  history  of  the 
nation’s  largest  veterans  organization.  Other  National  Conventions  in  Boston  were  in  1930,  1940  and  1967. 

Veterans  of  the  first  American  Expeditionary  Force  of  World  War  I were  the  founders  of  The  American  Legion,  with  the 
initial  founding  caucus  in  Paris,  France,  March  15-17,  1919,  and  first  stateside  national  session,  which  put  the  finishing 
touches  on  the  work  done  in  Paris,  being  conducted  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  8-10,  1919. 

A non-profit,  veterans  service  organization,  the  Legion  now  consists  of  some  2,600,000  veterans  of  four  periods  of 
warfare,  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam.  The  principal  objectives  of  the  Legion  are  service  to  God  and 
country  and  to  all  citizens,  with  an  emphasis  on  service  to  veterans. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  is  the  National  Headquarters  of  the  organization,  the  permanent  site  having  been  chosen  by 
action  of  the  first  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  November  of  1919.  The  Legion  also  maintains  a major 
national  office  operation  in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  much  of  the  organization’s  business  is  conducted  with  many  agencies 
of  the  federal  government. 

Frank  I.  Hamilton,  of  Greensburg,  Indiana,  is  the  current  National  Commander,  or  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Legion. 
He  is  elected  by  the  National  Convention  as  are  five  National  Vice  Commanders.  The  National  Adjutant,  the  chief  adminis- 
trative officer  of  the  Legion,  is  Frank  C.  Momsen,  of  Minnesota. 
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The  National  Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain,  and 
one  committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC 
without  vote.  The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate,  Chaplain,  Historian  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms.  The  NEC  also  has  full  and  complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


National  Executive  Committeemen 


Alabama Lewis  E.  McCray  Missouri 

Alaska Robert  G.  Blair  Montana 

Arizona Ronald  C.  Murphy,  Jr.  Nebraska  

Arkansas Lawrence  E.  Fisher  Nevada 

California Donald  W.  Foote  New  Hampshire 

Canada J.  Archie  Corriveau  New  Jersey 

Colorado Harold  M.  Burdick  New  Mexico  . . . 

Connecticut Henry  S.  Bialoglowy  New  York 

Delaware Carlton  L.  Smith  North  Carolina  . 

District  of  Columbia Thomas  C.  Kouyeas  North  Dakota  . 

Florida  Johnson  E.  Davis  Ohio 

France Helmut  Spangenthal  Oklahoma 

Georgia W.  D.  Harrell  Oregon 

Hawaii  Libert  J.  Pakele,  Jr.  Panama  Canal . 

Idaho Elton  Ashton  Pennsylvania.. 

Illinois Edward  F.  Brennan  Philippines .... 

Indiana Gilbert  E.  Sheeks  Puerto  Rico  . . . 

Iowa Dale  L.  Renaud  Rhode  Island  . . 

Italy  Frank  C.  Bottigliero  South  Carolina  . 

Kansas  U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant  South  Dakota  . . 

Kentucky J.  Leslie  Brown,  Jr.  Tennessee 

Louisiana J.B.  Broussard  Texas 

Maine Vito  M.  DeFilipp  Utah 

Maryland Clarence  M.  Bacon  Vermont 

Massachusetts Robert  W.  Groccia  Virginia 

Mexico  Gordon  A.  Ballantyne  Washington.... 

Michigan Eugene  W.  Heugel  West  Virginia . . 

Minnesota Donald R.  Schroedl  Wisconsin  .... 

Mississippi Ralph  M.  Godwin  Wyoming 


Past  National  Commanders 


Erman  W.  Taylor 

Robert  G.  Williams 

Robert  W.  Lowry 

Charles  F.  Langel 

M.  Ray  Olmstead 

Warren  R.  Davies 

Robert  W.  Durand 

Richard  M.  Pedro 

Robert  A.  Tart 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Charles  R.  Green 

Tom  C.  Smith 

T.  Les  Galloway 

Romeo  J.  Routhier 

. .Dr.  AlmoJ.  Sebastianelli 

Ernesto  P.  Golez 

Roberto  Gonzalez  Vazquez 

Matthew  B.  Ryan 

E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

Wayne  Slade 

Percy  C.  Miller 

Robert  P.  Walsh 

. William  E.  Christoffersen 

Donald  A.  Sisco 

Thomas  J.  Gear 

Arthur  E.  Rupert 

Robert  E.  Vass,  Sr. 

Henry  F.  Renard 

John  A.  Mokler 


Hamilton  Fish 

James  F.  O’Neil 

5.  Perry  Brown 

George  N.  Craig  .... 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr 

Donald  R.  Wilson . . . 
J.  Addington  Wagner 

W.  C.  Daniel 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr.  . 
Preston  J.  Moore 
Martin  B.  McKneally 
William  R.  Burke 
Charles  L.  Bacon  ... 

Daniel  F.  Foley 

Donald  E.  Johnson  . . 


New  York 

New  Hampshire 

Texas 

Indiana 

Georgia 

. .West  Virginia 

Michigan 

Virginia 

Illinois 

Oklahoma 

New  York 

California 

Missouri 

Minnesota 

Iowa 


L.  Eldon  James  Virginia 

John  E.  Davis North  Dakota 

William  E.  Galbraith Nebraska 

William  C.  Doyle New  Jersey 

J.  Milton  Patrick Oklahoma 

Alfred P.  Chamie California 

John  H.  Geiger Illinois 

Joe  L.  Matthews Texas 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton Maryland 

James  M.  Wagonseller Ohio 

Harry  G.  Wiles Kansas 

William  J.  Rogers Maine 

Robert  Charles  Smith Louisiana 

John  M.  (Jack)  Carey Michigan 
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National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  leads 


Newly-elected  American  Legion  National  Commander 
Frank  I.  Hamilton,  of  Indiana,  delivers  his  acceptance 
message  from  the  platform  of  the  1979  Houston  National 
Convention  flanked  by  members  of  his  family  and  out- 
going National  Commander  John  M.  Carey,  of  Michigan. 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (third  from 
right),  is  surrounded  on  the  Houston  Convention  plat- 
form by  those  elected  by  Convention  action  to  serve  with 
him  as  National  Vice  Commanders.  They  are  (left  to 
right):  Laurence  R.  Spaulding  of  New  Hampshire;  G.Y. 
Fails  of  New  Mexico;  Max  E.  Robinson  of  North  Carolina; 
Commander  Hamilton;  Bob  Legan  of  Arkansas  and  Keith 
A.  Kreul  of  Wisconsin. 


One  of  the  early  major  duties  of  a newly-elected  Na- 
tional Commander  is  his  appearance  before  the  House 
and  Senate  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  in  which  he 
outlines  The  American  Legion  objectives  in  the  area  of 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  for  the  coming  year. 
National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  presented 
Legion  testimony  on  September  25,  1979.  Here  he  is 
shown  presenting  testimony  before  the  House  commit- 
tee. Accompanying  him  at  the  witness  table  are:  Robert 
E.  Lyngh,  director.  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation; 
William  F.  Lenker,  chairman,  National  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission  and  Albert  D.  Brown,  Jr., 
chairman,  National  Legislative  Commission. 


During  appearance  at  Veterans  Day  Luncheon  at  Indian- 
apolis, where  he  was  the  principal  speaker,  National 
Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  is  made  a Sagamore  of 
the  Wabash,  an  honorary  title  conferred  upon  prominent 
citizens  and  visitors  by  the  office  of  the  Governor  of 
Indiana.  Indiana  Secretary  of  State  Edwin  J.  Simcox,  rep- 
resenting Governor  Otis  Bowen,  MD,  here  presents  the 
citation  to  Commander  Hamilton. 


National  Commander  Hamilton  pays  a courtesy  call  on 
President  Jimmy  Carter  at  the  White  House,  shortly  after 
the  commander's  election  by  the  Houston  National  Con- 
vention. During  this  visit  Commander  Hamilton  pre- 
sented the  President  with  a bound  copy  of  the  Resolu- 
tions enacted  by  The  American  Legion's  1979  National 
Convention. 


National  Commander  Hamilton  is  pictured  here  with  of- 
ficials of  The  American  Legion  of  Illinois  as  he  appears  in 
Springfield,  III.,  in  February,  1980,  to  lead  the  46th 
Annual  American  Legion  Pilgrimage  to  the  Tomb  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Shown  here  (left  to  right)  are:  Don 
Whitehead,  Commander,  Springfield  Post  32,  the  host  for 
the  event;  Commander  Hamilton;  Illinois  Department 
Commander  Clarence  Kleinfeldt,  and  Noel  C.  "Whitey" 
Moore,  who  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  pilgrimage 
for  the  past  21  years. 
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Legion  showing:  “We  Help  America  Work.” 


Commander  Hamilton,  assisted  by  National  Adjutant 
Frank  C.  Momsen,  turns  the  first  shovel  of  dirt  in  ground 
breaking  ceremonies  for  the  site  of  The  American  Legion 
Freedom  Bell,  a memento  of  the  nation's  Bicentennial 
celebration,  as  a permanent  tourist  attraction  in  the  na- 
tion's capital.  The  location  is  on  Columbus  Plaza  in  front 
of  Washington's  Union  Station  and  the  National  Visitors 
Center.  Financed  by  contributions  from  American  Legion 
and  Auxiliary  members,  the  bell  was  given  as  a Bicen- 
tennial gift  to  the  nation  on  behalf  of  America's  children. 


Indiana  Senator  Richard  G.  Lugar  made  a special  appear- 
ance before  The  American  Legion's  1980  Washington 
Conference  to  present  National  Commander  Frank  I. 
Hamilton  with  a United  States  Flag  which  flew  over  the 
Capitol  on  the  Commander's  birthday. 


Rather  than  "500  Miles  To  Go,"  as  this  scene  would  seem 
to  indicate,  it  is  a year  to  go  for  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  of 
Greensburg,  Ind.,  as  National  Commander  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion.  A portion  of  the  National  Commander's 
Homecoming  activity  was  conducted  at  the  Indianapolis 
Motor  Speedway  and  these  cars  on  the  famed  oval  are 
race  car  replicas  owned  and  maintained  by  members  of 
the  Indianapolis  Murat  Shrine,  and  used  by  them  for 
parades  and  public  functions.  They  made  a circuit  of  the 
500-mile  track  as  a salute  to  the  Hoosier  National  Com- 
mander. 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (seated)  signs 
contract  for  the  1981  National  Convention  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  to  be  conducted  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  Witnes- 
sing the  signing  (standing,  left  to  right)  are:  Libert  J. 
Pakele,  Jr.,  Hawaii's  National  Executive  Committeeman; 
Bertram  G.  Davis,  National  Judge  Advocate;  Francis  K. 
Tom  of  The  American  Legion  of  Hawaii;  National  Con- 
vention Director  William  H.  Miller  and  Eric  Smith,  Na- 
tional Convention  Commission  Chairman. 


National  Commander  Hamilton  and  representatives  of 
The  American  Legion  of  Puerto  Rico  gather  around  Max 
Cleland,  Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs,  to  greet  the 
administrator  as  he  appears  on  the  platform  of  the  1980 
American  Legion  Washington  Conference. 


Indiana  University  Basketball  Coach  Bobby  Knight  ad- 
dressed National  Commander  Hamilton's  banquet  during 
the  spring  meeting  of  the  National  Executive  Committee 
at  Indianapolis'  Downtown  Hilton  Hotel.  Commander 
Hamilton,  National  Adjutant  Frank  Momsen  and  wife 
JoAnn  react  to  one  of  the  speaker's  humorous  anecdotes 
woven  into  the  speech  which  also  carried  a serious  and 
timely  message. 
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AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 


Daniel  J.  O'Connor  (New  York),  Chairman 

Ray  Patterson  (Iowa),  Director 

_ 


The  National  Americanism  Commission  is  responsible 
for  translating  Americanism  precepts,  principles  and 
ideals,  in  an  understandable  and  practical  manner,  for  in- 
dividuals, organizations  and  groups,  including  young 
Americans. 

Through  our  programs,  we  emphasize  the  significance 
of  the  American  tradition  and  instill  a sense  of  personal 
obligation  toward  accepting  an  active  part  in  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  American  citizenship.  We  provide  op- 
portunity and  encouragement  for  each  individual  to 
develop  fully  the  intellectual,  moral,  physical  and 
economic  qualifications  necessary  for  happy,  useful  living 
in  a free  country. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  youth  activities  programs  de- 
scribed elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  continues  to  be  involved  actively  in  legislative 
matters  affecting  our  democratic  way  of  life.  Among  our 
legislative  concerns  are  illegal  entry  of  aliens  into  this 
country,  voluntary  prayer  in  public  buildings,  the  forma- 
tion of  an  FBI  Charter  and  the  need  for  a Congressional 
Internal  Security  Committee  to  combat  the  terrorism  so 
prevalent  in  the  United  States  today. 

Also,  this  Commission  has  the  responsibility  for  super- 
vision and  coordination  of  two  National  Standing  Com- 
mittees — the  National  Committee  on  Education  and  the 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee. 

Get  Out  the  Vote 

The  right  to  participate  in  the  electoral  process  is 
guaranteed  to  every  American.  This  year,  the  Americanism 
Commission  has  intensified  its  efforts  to  encourage  citi- 
zens to  vote  by  producing  and  distributing  a “Get  Out  the 
Vote”  promotion  kit.  The  kit,  containing  aids  for  use  by 
the  Post  in  increasing  voter  participation  in  the  com- 
munity, includes:  Suggested  news  release,  editorials, 
speeches,  TV/Radio  public  service  announcements,  state 
voter  qualifications  and  polling  hours,  and  a suggested 
plan  of  action. 

In  addition  to  the  kits,  a color  TV  slide  has  been  pro- 
duced to  use  with  the  public  service  announcements.  Both 
the  kit  and  slide  were  produced  in  cooperation  with  The 


American  Legion’s  National  Public  Relations  Division  and 
distributed  to  Departments  prior  to  the  primaries  last 
spring. 

Service  to  God  and  Country 

“Service  to  God  and  Country”  is  basic  Americanism. 
This  program  is  designed  to  help  prevent  the  spiritual  de- 
cay of  America  and  to  charge  our  citizens  with  a spirit  of 
positive  Americanism,  respect  for  law,  reverence  for 
authority  and  an  awareness  of  our  human  rights  and  free- 
doms. 

The  first  of  this  dual  objective  is  service  to  God  through 
regular  public  worship,  daily  family  prayer  and  the  re- 
ligious education  of  children.  Legionnaires  are  called  upon 
to  make  parents  more  aware  of  their  responsibility  to  in- 
still in  their  children  the  belief  that  God  is  the  source  of  all 
rights  and  privileges. 

The  second  objective  is  to  inculcate  a sense  of  individual 
obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation  by  pre- 
paring young  Americans  to  take  up  tomorrow’s  responsi- 
bilities. It  is  achieved  by  teaching  them  moral  and  spiritual 
values,  renewed  interest  in  our  country’s  history,  self-disci- 
pline, self-reliance,  thrift  and  ideals  of  loyalty,  honesty 
and  physical  fitness. 

This  program  is  coordinated  by  the  Post  Chaplain 
through  the  cooperation  of  local  clergy  and  other  public 
service  and  civic  organizations  which  hold  with  the  princi- 
ples of  The  American  Legion’s  “Service  to  God  and 
Country”  program. 

Education  Activities 

American  Education  Week,  co-sponsored  by  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  since  1921,  will  be  observed  Nov.  16-22,  1980. 
The  theme,  “Education  in  the  80’s  — Preparation  for  the 
Future,”  emphasizes  the  role  The  American  Legion/ Amer- 
ican Legion  Auxiliary  can  and  should  play  in  bringing 
about  a revitalization  in  education  as  a preparation  for  the 
world  of  work  and  a training  ground  for  young  people  in 
active,  responsible  citizenship. 


Participation  in  the  National  Association  of  Secondary 
School  Principals  and  the  American  Personnel  and 
Guidance  Association’s  National  Conventions  this  past 


Thousands  of  participants  enjoy  stimulating  competition 
in  American  Legion  baseball  games  throughout  the 
country  annually. 
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spring  reaffirmed  that  our  financial  source  book,  “NEED 
A LIFT?”,  is  serving  an  important  role  for  young  people. 
High  school  counselors  nationwide  look  to  “NEED  A 
LIFT?”  as  a basic  tool  in  their  work  with  young  people.  “A 
Guide  for  Parents  and  Students”  and  other  publications 
continue  to  be  in  demand  by  individuals  as  well  as  by  Posts 
and  Units. 

Along  with  American  Education  Week  promotion  and 
Financial  Aids  Assistance,  we  will  continue  our  emphasis 
on  citizenship  education.  Above  all,  our  dedication  to 
practicing  good  citizenship  as  an  example  should  be  for- 
ever continued.  The  American  Legion’s  increased  involve- 
ment in  Career  Education  is  the  latest  in  a long  line  of 
school  activities  of  which  members  of  this  organization  are 
a part.  Career  Education  is  simply  teaching  school  age  chil- 
dren about  the  world  of  work.  New  and  exotic  curricula 
are  not  necessary  since  teachers  use  many  sources  to  show 
how  the  course  subject  relates  to  the  world  of  work.  Amer- 
ican Legion  involvement  is  described  in  much  more  detail 
in  the  Post  Auxiliary  Community  Together  (PACT)  book- 
let recently  revised  and  available  from  Departments. 

Baseball 

American  Legion  Baseball  is  culminating  its  55th  season 
of  nationwide  competition  as  this  Convention  convenes. 
Eight  Regional  champions,  from  among  the  nearly  4,000 
teams  fielded  by  American  Legion  Posts  and  sponsors,  are 
being  determined  throughout  the  country  this  week  in 
preparation  for  the  1980  World  Series  at  Ely,  Minn.,  Aug. 
28-Sept.  1. 

Approximately  55  percent  of  all  major  league  baseball 
players  this  season  participated  in  the  Legion  program 
before  they  signed  their  first  professional  contract.  For 
more  and  more  participants,  college  educations  are 
becoming  a reality  through  scholarships  granted  as  a result 
of  experience  in  this  athletic  activity,  first  sponsored  by 
The  American  Legion  in  1925. 

Boys  State/Boys  Nation 


Over  30,000  high  school  students  selected  during  their 


Finalists  in  the  1980  American  Legion  National  High 
School  Oratorical  Contest  are  pictured  from  left  to  right  in 
order  of  their  finish:  First  Place  — Laura  M.  Vance,  Law- 
ton,  Oklahoma;  Second  Place  — Paul  C.  Kuhnel,  Garden 
City,  New  York;  Third  Place  — William  D.  Spencer,  Alex- 
andria, Virginia;  and  Fourth  Place  — David  T.  Warner, 
Provo,  Utah.  The  finalists  were  awarded  scholarships  to 
the  colleges  and/or  universities  of  their  choice  in 
the  amounts  of  $8,000,  $5,000,  $3,000  and  $2,000, 
respectively. 


junior  year  participated  in  Boys  State,  representing  a 
nationwide  program  of  orientation  in  the  operation  of 
city,  county  and  state  government.  Fifty  American  Legion 
Departments  conducted  a Boys  State  program  in  1980,  cul- 
minating in  the  selection  of  two  Boys  Staters  from  each 
being  honored  to  attend  the  national  Boys  Nation  pro- 
gram. 

The  American  Legion  Boys  Nation  program,  a detailed 
study  of  the  function  of  the  federal  government,  was  con- 
ducted at  American  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  July 
18-26. 

At  Boys  Nation,  delegates  visit  federal  agencies  and  re- 
ceive briefings  on  the  functions  of  the  departments,  fol- 
lowing which  they  themselves  conduct  hearings,  act  on 
bills  in  session  and  culminate  their  activities  with  an  elec- 
tion of  a Boys  Nation  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  Boys  Nation  program  is  highlighted  by  visits  by  the 
delegates  with  their  respective  United  States  Senators  and 
Congressmen  and  the  traditional  visit  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  at  the  White  House. 

Boys  Nation  serves  as  a unique  governmental  training 
program  for  the  delegates  and  motivates  their  interest  and 
concern  in  the  federal  governmental  process. 

Scouting  U.S.A. 

Representing  The  American  Legion’s  vital  interest  in  the 
Scouting  program,  William  E.  Bigot,  a 17-year-old  high 
school  senior  from  Shakopee,  Minn.,  sponsored  by 
Shakopee  American  Legion  Post  No.  2,  has  been  named 
The  American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  for  1980. 

Oratorical 

The  Forty-Third  Annual  National  High  School  Oratori- 
cal Contest  Finals  were  conducted  Friday,  April  25,  1980, 
at  Williamsburg,  Va.  Fifty-two  Departments  of  The 
American  Legion  participated  in  the  Oratorical  program. 
The  four  national  finalists  selected  from  thousands  com- 
peting in  the  contest  were: 

FIRST  PLACE  — Laura  M.  Vance,  Lawton, 

Oklahoma  — $8,000  Scholarship 

SECOND  PLACE  — Paul  C.  Kuhnel,  Garden  City, 
New  York  — $5,000  Scholarship 

THIRD  PLACE  — William  D.  Spencer,  Alexandria, 
Virginia  — $3,000  Scholarship 

FOURTH  PLACE  — David  T.  Warner,  Provo, 

Utah  — $2,000  Scholarship 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  Fund  also 
awards  a $500  scholarship  to  each  Department  winner  who 
participates  in  the  regional  contest,  for  a total  of  $44,000 
in  scholarships  awarded  annually  to  recipients  at  the 
national  level.  To  date,  $674,000  in  scholarship  awards 
have  been  provided  from  this  source.  Additionally, 
scholarships  are  awarded  at  the  Post,  District  and  Depart- 
ment levels. 
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COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 

Leo  F.  Malloy  (Massachusetts),  Chairman 


The  American  Legion  has  always  opposed  every  form  of 
radicalism  and  subversion  regardless  whether  it  stems  from 
communists,  nazis,  fascists  or  any  similar  group.  The 
National  Americanism  Commission  was  established  in 
1919  at  the  first  Annual  Convention  of  The  American  Le- 
gion as  a direct  result  of  a confrontation  between  members 
of  The  American  Legion  marching  in  an  Armistice  Day 
parade  in  Centralia,  Wash,  and  members  of  a radical 
organization  known  as  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World.  Four  members  of  The  American  Legion  were 
killed. 

The  objectives  of  the  National  Americanism  Commis- 
sion, of  course,  lie  in  the  area  of  teaching  positive  Ameri- 
canism to  the  youth  of  our  country.  However,  it  has 
ensured  that  proper  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Program.  In  order  to  do 
this,  Posts,  Counties,  Districts  and  Departments  are  called 
upon  to  perform  service  in  this  very  vital  area.  In  fact,  one 
of  the  objectives  of  this  Commission  is  to  combat  not  only 
subversion  but  also  all  un-American  groups  and  activities 
which  have  as  their  goal  the  downfall  of  democracy  in 
America. 

The  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Program  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Americansim  and  Children  & 
Youth  Division  of  The  American  Legion.  It  reports  to  the 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee,  which  consists 
of  a Chairman,  Vice  Chairman,  National  Commander’s 
Representative,  three  Consultants  and  fifteen  members. 
This  committee  submits  a detailed  report  on  this  phase  of 
Americanism  to  the  National  Americanism  Commission  at 
its  spring  National  Convention  and  fall  meetings.  At  all  of 
these  meetings,  it  is  responsible  for  furnishing  background 
information  on  the  many  resolutions  which  are  assigned  to 
it,  prior  to  presentation  to  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  for  recommended  action  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  and  also  to  the  Convention  Commit- 
tee on  Americanism  at  the  National  Convention. 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  its  monthly  publication,  “Firing 
Line,  ’’which  has  been  in  existence  since  1952  — two  years 
after  the  creation  of  the  Counter-Subversive  Activities 
Committee.  A concerted  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a pub- 
lication which  is  not  only  current  in  its  content  but  also 
contains  information  of  vital  importance  in  these  crucial 
times  when  subversion  and  terrorism  grow  rampant.  This, 
of  course,  entails  a great  deal  of  research  and  access  to 
documentary  evidence  to  substantiate  the  material  con- 
tained therein.  All  material  contained  in  “Firing  Line”  is 
documented  and  you  may  quote  from  it  knowing  that  your 
statements  are  factual.  Its  object  is  the  dissemination  of  in- 
formation concerning  subversive  organizations  and 
individuals,  as  well  as  terrorist  activity,  to  members  of  The 
American  Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  to 
many  citizens  of  this  country  and  subscribers  abroad. 


Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (Colorado),  Chairman 

Ray  Patterson  (Iowa),  Director 




There  is  no  way  for  us  to  measure  the  magnitude  of  the 
problems  facing  the  youth  of  this  nation.  Your  National 
Commission  on  Children  & Youth,  however,  continues  to 
meet  the  needs  of  many  youngsters  via  our  network  of 
volunteers.  Our  programs  are  designed  for  community  in- 
volvement, awareness  and  betterment.  Each  year  our  an- 
nual self-evaluation  reveals  great  accomplishments  in 
many  areas  that  directly  or  indirectly  affect  scores  of 
young  people.  The  challenge  never  ceases,  and  neither 
must  our  commitment  if  we  can  ever  hope  to  attain  “A 
Square  Deal  for  Every  Child.” 


Our  national  theme  this  past  year  was  “Making  the  First 
Move.”  We  can  be  proud  of  our  involvement  when  we  are 
the  first  to  move,  the  first  to  stand  up  and  the  first  to 
volunteer  our  services  to  the  youth  of  our  communities. 
Throughout  the  1979-1980  program  year,  we  saw  evidence 
that  our  Children  & Youth  volunteers  were  first  on  many 
occasions.  Such  dedication  received  few  awards,  but  being 
first  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  community  members  was 
often  an  acceptable  alternative. 


At  last  year’s  annual  spring  meeting  in  Indianapolis, 
your  National  Commission  selected  three  major  areas  of 
concern  for  nationwide  involvement  by  Posts,  Units  and 
Salons  of  the  Eight  and  Forty.  Our  support  of  the  “Special 


National  Commander  John  M.  Carey  receives  a special 
thanks  award  from  all  of  the  nation’s  special  athletes.  Pre- 
senting this  award  is  International  Special  Olympics  medal 
winner  Steven  Franklin  of  Houston,  Texas. 
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Olympics”  program  was  indeed  special  this  past  year. 
Thousands  of  mentally  retarded  athletes  were  able  to 
compete  at  various  meets  because  of  our  involvement.  We 
hope  this  program  will  continue  to  grow  in  the  years  to 
come.  Again  this  year,  we  stressed  the  important  work  re- 
quired of  many  to  offset  the  disgrace  of  child  abuse  and 
neglect.  Our  three-pronged  attack  aimed  at  Departments, 
Districts  and  Posts/Units  should  give  everyone  a base  from 
which  to  work.  Can  you  define  “Reye’s  Syndrome?”  That’s 
the  question  we’ve  been  asking,  via  our  volunteers,  in  every 
corner  of  the  country.  This  little  known  disease  primarily 
attacks  healthy  children  18  years  of  age  and  under.  We  are 
engaged  in  a massive  educational  campaign.  Even  now, 
your  help  is  needed! 

Our  national  areas  of  concern  are  important  to  remem- 
ber, but  so  are  two  of  our  perennial  programs  — Tem- 
porary Financial  Assistance  and  “Make  Halloween  a Safe 
and  Fun  Night.”  These  programs  exemplify  why  our  total 
program  has  been  so  successful.  Each  year,  such  emphasis 
continues  to  signal  our  communities  that  we  care  about 
children. 

On  many  occasions,  your  National  Commission  has 
made  the  first  move  with  innovative  and  educational 
materials.  These  pamphlets  and  brochures  are  designed  to 
help  our  volunteers  understand  and  implement  our  various 
programs.  We  have  disseminated  and  still  have  available 
brochures  on  juvenile  delinquency,  child  abuse  and 
neglect,  Reye’s  Syndrome,  Special  Olympics,  reporting, 
Halloween,  Temporary  Financial  Assistance,  and  other 
special  releases  as  are  necessary. 


As  co-founder  and  president  of  the  Michigan-based  Na- 
tional Reye’s  Syndrome  Foundation,  John  W.  Dieckman 
has  devoted  much  time  and  talent  in  aiding  The  American 
Legion’s  program  to  combat  Reye’s  Syndrome.  The  Na- 
tional RS  Foundation  provided  speakers  for  our  1979 
series  of  Regional  Seminars  and  throughout  the  year  sup- 
plied the  bulk  of  the  literature  about  RS  which  in  turn  was 
disseminated  throughout  the  Legion  and  Auxiliary. 


The  Child  Welfare  Foundation  is  on  the  move  as  we  em- 
bark on  this  new  decade.  Who  knows  which  problems  will 
deserve  the  most  attention?  Will  a new  disease  strike  our 
children?  What  can  we  expect? 

These  questions  cannot 
be  answered  and,  there- 
fore, we  must  remain  pre- 
pared to  meet  all  contin- 
gency factors.  Such  pre- 
paredness involves  our  con- 
tinued contact  with  medical 
and  social  agencies  striving 
to  meet  the  needs  of  today’s 
and  tomorrow’s  children. 
Beyond  this  we,  of  course, 
need  the  continued  financial  support  of  the  Legion, 
Auxiliary,  and  Eight  and  Forty  memberships. 

On  April  27,  1980,  the  Foundation’s  Board  of  Directors 
met  in  Indianapolis  to  consider  65  applications  for 
grants,  which  totalled  over  $750,000.  These  grant  requests 
were  made  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  repre- 
sented many  excellent  programs  to  benefit  the  children  and 
youth  of  this  nation.  During  this  meeting,  grants  totalling 
$106,041  were  awarded  to  eight  voluntary,  non-profit  or- 
ganizations actively  engaged  in  helping  our  younger  gener- 
ation. Without  the  continued  support  of  The  American 
Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Eight  and 
Forty,  such  assistance  would  not  be  possible. 


Last  year  was  the  first  year  of  the  Regional  Leadership 
Seminars.  Although  these  meetings  were  brand  new  in 
structure,  they  proved  to  be  most  successful.  It  was  ex- 
citing to  see  all  of  the  major  programs  meeting  simultan- 
eously under  one  roof.  The  attendance  was  encouraging, 
as  the  number  present  makes  future  meetings  of  this  nature 
most  promising.  Regional  Leadership  Seminars  have  great 
potential!  Such  potential  can  be  realized  only  through  your 
coordinated  support  and  attendance.  Please  join  us  again 
this  year  at  the  Reginal  Seminar  nearest  your  home. 

Reporting  for  1978-79  can  only  be  labeled  phenomenal. 
What  a year!  When  all  the  dust  settled,  we  were  happy  to 
report  to  Congress  that  over  $27,000,000  was  expended  for 
children  and  youth  nationwide.  Last  year  (1977-78)  we  re- 
ported $18,000,000  expended;  the  year  before  that 
$14,000,000  were  reported.  We  can  attribute  this  only  to 
the  outstanding  response  our  Posts  have  given  to  their 
narrative  reporting  forms.  Our  volunteers  deserve  the 
credit  for  yet  another  top  reporting  year.  The  total  monies 
spent  by  Posts,  Units  and  Salons  of  the  Eight  and  Forty 
since  the  beginning  of  The  American  Legion’s  Children  & 
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Youth  program  in  1920  are  right  at  $400,000,000.  Every 
volunteer  who  has  contributed  to  the  completion  of  one  of 
these  reports  deserves  high  praise. 

Our  support  of  federal  legislation  in  line  with  established 
mandates  designed  to  improve  conditions  for  all  children  is 
always  a top  priority.  Over  the  last  year,  we  continued  to 
support  our  positions  on  many  issues,  including  cata- 
strophic illness  among  children,  comprehensive  health  care 
for  children  and  youth  and  the  immunization  program  of 
The  American  Legion.  Support  for  these  programs  often 
takes  the  form  of  written  or  oral  testimony  presented  to 
specific  committees  of  the  House  or  Senate. 

We  believe  that  where  our  Children  & Youth  program  is 
active  and  productive,  we  will  find  our  organization  held  in 
highest  regard  by  the  local  community.  The  American  Le- 
gion, American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  the  Eight  and  Forty 
always  must  remain  ready  to  meet  the  challenges  of  tomor- 
row. Our  first  aim  is  to  cooperate  with  and  support  exist- 
ing community  programs  for  youngsters.  Our  second  aim 
is  to  instigate  and  promote  programs  for  youth  where  none 
exist.  With  your  help  and  support,  we  can  be  sure  that  our 
total  effort  in  the  years  to  come  will  be  meaningful  to  those 
we  are  trying  to  serve. 


Public  Relations  won  two  awards  this  past  year  — an 
Addi  from  Indianapolis  Advertising  Club  for  its  Veterans 
Day  film  and  a Queens  Award  trophy  for  the  American 
Legion  float  used  in  the  Kentucky  Derby  Festival  Pegasus 
Parade. 

The  Veterans  Day  film  has  appeared  on  television  in 
many  different  sections  of  the  United  States  in  connection 
with  the  holiday.  The  film  also  was  entered  in  the  1980 
Hollywood  Academy  Awards  competition  and  was  one  of 
the  finalists  in  the  short  subject  competition.  Actor 
William  Conrad  narrated  the  film  as  a public  service  for 
the  Legion.  Bill  Hendricks,  a veteran  Warner  Brothers  film 
expert,  produced  the  film. 

Copies  of  “A  Special  Day,”  a ten-minute  film,  are  avail- 
able through  Emblem  Sales.  (Each  department  was  given  a 
print  by  Public  Relations.) 

Public  Relations’  billboard  program  is  moving  along 
successfully.  Several  departments  have  purchased  a total 


of  nearly  200  billboard  sheets  for  use  in  their  states.  After 
consultation  between  Public  Relations  and  Membership,  a 
billboard  theme  was  chosen  and  presented  as  a completed 
project  at  the  Washington  Conference  in  February.  Bill- 
board sheets  may  be  ordered  from  Emblem  Sales. 

University  of  Alabama  Athletic  Director  and  head  foot- 
ball coach  Paul  “Bear”  Bryant  drew  many  media  represen- 
tatives and  a capacity  crowd  as  the  speaker  at  the  Washing- 
ton Conference,  during  which  he  received  the  1980 
National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award.  A well 
attended  press  conference  was  held  afterwards. 

Travelers  to  the  Indianapolis  International  Airport  are 
reminded  that  the  National  Headquarters  of  The  American 
Legion  is  located  in  the  city  by  means  of  a new  sign  promi- 
nently displayed  in  the  TWA-Eastern  Airlines  wing  of  the 
airport  building. 

City-County  Government  of  Indianapolis  and  Marion 
County  honored  The  American  Legion,  Commander 
Frank  Hamilton,  Auxiliary  President  Agnes  Kennedy,  Ad- 
jutant Frank  Momsen  and  PR  Chairman  William 
Detweiler  with  a testimonial  luncheon  during  the  spring 
meetings.  Council  President  Dr.  Beurt  SerVaas  was  host 
and  speaker.  Guests  attended  from  local  government  and 
the  State  Legislature.  A special  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  City-County  Council  honoring  the  Legion. 

Public  Relations  Commission  members  at  the  fall  and 
spring  meetings  toured  “The  Saturday  Evening  Post”  of- 
fices and  the  Army  Defense  Information  School  Head- 
quarters at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison.  Outside  experts  from 
Indiana  Bell  Telephone  Company  and  Naegele  Sign 
Company  also  spoke  at  commission  meetings. 

Journalism,  broadcasting  and  film  publications  carried 
ads  about  the  1980  Fourth  Estate  Award  competition,  pro- 
ducing the  largest  number  of  entries  of  the  last  few  years. 
Some  of  the  nation’s  most  prestigious  newspapers,  net- 
works, television  and  radio  stations  were  represented. 

Public  Relations  was  involved  in  the  first  regional  meet- 
ings held  in  the  fall  of  1979  and  worked  with  media 
representatives  in  all  eight  cities  as  part  of  the  opening 
panels  for  the  PR  meetings. 


The  NEC  and  PR  Commission  decision  to  move  the 


A battery  of  television  cameras  was  set  up  by  Washington, 
D.  C.  television  stations  and  the  TV  networks  to  carry  por- 
tions of  President  Carter's  address  before  the  “Hill  Day” 
rally  of  the  20th  Annual  Washington  Conference.  An  addi- 
tional working  press  area  in  front  of  the  speaker’s  platform 
for  reporters,  still  photographers  and  TV  photographers 
with  shoulder  cameras  also  was  filled  to  capacity. 
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Public  Relations  Director’s  job  location  from  Washington 
to  Indianapolis  has  been  effected  successfully.  The  director 
is  now  set  up  in  a newly  remodeled  office  which  also  serves 
as  a commission  meeting  room.  The  director  travels  fre- 
quently to  the  Washington  office.  Four  staff  replacements 
have  been  secured. 

HEP,  the  Legion  employees’  bi-monthly  publication 
which  had  been  dormant  for  several  years,  is  a new  respon- 
sibility of  Public  Relations;  the  first  issue  came  out  in 
April. 

Public  Relations  now  sends  out  two  radio  spots  a month 
to  500  radio  stations  in  50  states.  The  code-a-phone  in- 
bound WATS  line  service  (1-800-428-2686)  has  been  ex- 
panded to  give  not  only  live  “actualities”  for  radio-TV 
stations  and  newspapers,  but  also  pertinent  information 
for  Legion  editors  and  PR  people. 

New  television  spots  are  in  the  preparation  stage  in  con- 
junction with  Doug  Wyles  Productions  of  New  York  City. 
The  two  10-second  spots  are  on  both  a “Vote  in 
November”  theme  and  our  theme  “We  Help  America 
Work.”  The  30-second  spot  lists  the  Legion’s  important 
contributions  to  America.  Actor  Robert  Stack  donated  his 
services  for  the  voice  on  the  spots  which  will  be  presented 
in  Boston. 


American  Legion  National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamil- 
ton (left),  presents  the  National  Commander’s  Public  Rela- 
tions Award  for  1980  to  Paul  "Bear”  Bryant,  veteran  head 
football  coach  of  the  University  of  Alabama,  during  the 
Public  Relations  Luncheon  of  the  1980  Washington  Con- 
ference. National  Public  Relations  Commission  Chairman 
William  M.  Detweiler  (center)  assists  with  the 
presentation. 


National  American  Legion  Public  Relations  Director  Wil- 
liam M.  Detweiler  (arms  crossed,  standing)  presides  over 
session  of  the  Commission  in  his  hotel  suite  during  the 
1980  Washington  Conference.  Mrs.  Anna  Gear,  the  Aux- 
iliary’s National  Communications  Chairman,  discusses  the 
first  series  of  Legion-Auxiliary  leadership  conferences. 


programs  off  the  air  and  to  screen  videotapes  at  the 
Indianapolis  PR  office.  Plans  are  underway  to  buy  one  for 
Washington.  This  equipment  is  shared  with  other 
divisions. 

Public  Relations  is  cooperating  with  other  divisions  on 
various  projects.  It  provided  American  Legion  Baseball 
with  manpower,  financial  help  and  PR  expertise.  PR 
worked  with  Internal  Affairs  and  Membership  on  the 
Open  House  and  borrowed  that  division’s  float  for  refur- 
bishing and  entry  in  the  Kentucky  Derby  Festival  Parade  as 
a project  for  Commander  Frank  Hamilton.  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration Administrator  Max  Cleland  rode  on  the  float 
in  the  Pegasus  Parade.  We  also  provided  on-site  public 
relations  support  to  the  joint  Legion  — Department  of 
Energy  Conference  in  Golden,  Colo.,  March  28  and  29  of 
this  year. 


Public  Relations  also  has  produced  and  run  ads  directed 
to  special  audiences  in  Washington  and  Indianapolis. 


FOREIGN  RELATl 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  conducts  news 
conference  during  visit  to  the  Department  of  Oklahoma. 
Flanking  the  National  Commander  are:  Roy  Brown  (left), 
Oklahoma  Department  Commander,  and  Tom  Smith,  Na- 
tional Executive  Committeeman.  News  conferences  are  an 
important  part  of  the  national  commander’s  visits  to  most 

states. 


Crises  in  U.S.  foreign  policies  during  the  past  year  have 
intensified  The  American  Legion’s  efforts  to  support  man- 
dates approved  by  the  National  Convention  in  1979,  and  to 
interpret  the  meaning  of  our  resolution  opposing  com- 
munist expansion. 


We  now  have  video  equipment  to  record  TV  news 
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U.S.  Hostages  Taken  in  Iran 

The  first  shock  waves  hit  America  Nov.  4,  1979  when  the 
new  government  of  Iran,  under  the  control  of  the 
Ayatollah  Khomieni,  permitted  so-called  student  militants 
in  Iran  to  seize  the  United  States  Embassy  in  Tehran  and 
take  all  U.S.  diplomatic  personnel  hostage. 

The  Department  of  State  quickly  established  an  Iran 
Working  Group  and  The  American  Legion  requested  daily 
briefings  on  the  status  of  the  U.S.  hostages.  The  Iran 
Working  Group  said  the  situation  was  difficult,  in  that  the 
United  States  had  very  few  options  and  virtually  no  lever- 
age with  which  to  force  Iran  to  free  the  hostages. 

National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  made  many 
strong  public  statements  urging  the  U.S.  Government  to 
take  whatever  economic  and  political  measures  necessary 
to  pressure  the  Iranian  militants  and  government  into  free- 
ing the  hostages.  The  Legion  strongly  supported  military 
measures,  including  sending  a U.S.  Navy  Carrier  Task 
Force  into  the  Persian  Gulf  area. 

Fortunately,  the  Canadian  government,  under  the 
leadership  of  Prime  Minister  Joseph  Clark,  provided 
refuge  for  six  American  diplomats  including  Mr.  Robert 
Anders,  who  had  served  three  years  as  liaison  officer 
between  The  American  Legion  and  the  State  Department. 
The  Canadians,  with  great  courage,  provided  a means  of 
escape  for  the  six  U.S.  hostages.  In  recognition  of  their 
assistance,  the  National  Commander  presented  a Com- 
mendation to  the  Canadian  government  at  the  Winter 
Conference  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Feb.  19,  1980. 

Then  on  April  24,  1980,  the  U.S.  Government  made  a 
daring  attempt  to  rescue  the  hostages  in  Iran.  Unfor- 
tunately, mechanical  failure  of  three  of  the  helicopters  in- 
volved forced  President  Carter  to  abort  the  rescue  mission. 
Eight  Americans  were  killed  in  the  attempted  rescue  effort. 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  presents  The 
American  Legion  Citation  of  Meritorious  Service  to 
former  Canadian  Prime  Minister  Joe  Clark  and  to  the 
people  of  Canada  for  the  assistance  given  by  Canadian 
Embassy  personnel  in  Tehran  in  helping  six  U.S.  Embassy 
officials  escape  from  Iran  while  an  additional  50  U.S. 
Embassy  personnel  were  held  hostage  by  Iranian  militants. 
Accepting  the  citation  for  Canada  is  Commodore  Robert 
E.  Okros  (left),  naval  attache  of  Canada’s  Washington 
Embassy.  Observing  the  presentation,  which  took  place  at 
the  1980  Washington  Conference  ANA  VICUS  breakfast, 
is  Robert  Anders,  consular  officer,  U.S.  State  Depart- 
ment, one  of  the  six  individuals  whom  the  Canadians 
helped  escape  from  Iran. 


For  their  bravery  in  the  rescue  effort,  The  American  Le- 
gion commended  the  men  who  made  the  attempt.  A tele- 
gram was  sent  to  the  President  as  follows: 

“I  want  to  commend  you  for  the  courageous  decision 
you  made  in  the  attempt  to  rescue  our  fellow  Americans 
held  hostage  by  terrorists  in  Iran.  Over  two  million  Le- 
gionnaires support  this  heroic  effort  and  regret  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  through  to  successful  completion. 
Please  transmit  The  American  Legion’s  condolences  to 
the  families  of  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  operation, 
and  our  commendation  to  those  who  volunteered  to 
serve  their  country  in  the  extremely  dangerous  but  vital 
mission.” 

Soviet  Union  Invades  Afghanistan 

Meanwhile,  on  Dec.  27,  1979,  the  Soviet  Union,  utilizing 
tanks,  helicopters  and  about  100,000  infantry,  invaded  and 
occupied  Afghanistan  which  borders  Iran  to  the  east.  The 
motives  behind  the  Soviet  invasion  of  Afghanistan  remain 
obscure,  although  most  analysts  agree  the  Soviet  Union  is 
still  pursuing  its  historic  goal  of  securing  warm  water  ports 
on  the  Persian  Gulf.  Obtaining  Middle  East  oil  is  perhaps 
another  goal  as  may  be  the  complete  subjugation  of  the 
Moslem  rebels  in  Afghanistan.  The  rebels’  fight  for  inde- 
pendence might  arouse  the  large  Moslem  populace  living  in 
the  southern  region  of  the  USSR. 

For  whatever  reason,  the  Soviet  invasion  and  conquest 
of  Afghanistan  was  blatant  aggression,  in  defiance  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter.  The  Soviet  Union  once  again 
demonstrated  its  contempt  for  the  independence  and  self- 
determination  of  nations.  The  so-called  Third  World 
nations  reacted  strongly  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  American  Legion  called  for  economic  sanctions 
against  the  Soviet  Union  and  also  urged  the  President  to 
boycott  the  Moscow  Olympics.  President  Carter  did  so,  as 
did  many  nations  planning  to  participate  in  this  inter- 
national sports  event. 

Western  Hemisphere  Threatened 


While  the  rest  of  the  world’s  attention  focused  on  the 
Middle  East,  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  surrogate  com- 
panion state,  Cuba,  stepped  up  aggression  in  the  Western 


Ambassador  Shah  Kongsen,  representative  of  the  Coordi- 
nation Council  for  North  American  Affairs  for  the  Re- 
public of  China  on  Taiwan,  is  introduced  as  a speaker  to 
The  American  Legion’s  National  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission during  the  1980  Washington  Conference  by  Dr. 

Robert  P.  Foster,  chairman  of  the  Commission. 
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Hemisphere.  The  Sandanista  Junta,  which  is  a far  leftist 
organization  fully  supported  by  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Cuba,  took  over  Nicaragua.  Other  island  nations  in  the 
Caribbean,  including  Grenada,  St.  Lucia  and  Dominica 
fell  to  Marxist  governments.  El  Salvador,  in  Central  Amer- 
ica, is  under  seige  and  Guatemala  is  targeted  for  com- 
munist capture. 

Alerted  by  the  communist  expansionism  in  Central 
America  and  the  Caribbean,  The  American  Legion’s 
National  Executive  Committee  passed  Resolution  No.  32 
which  calls  for  a Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force.  The  re- 
solving clauses  read: 

RESOLVED,  that  we  direct  the  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission to  form  a Western  Hemisphere  Task  Force  to 
gather  and  evaluate  information  on  this  vital  area,  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Task  Force,  through  the  Foreign 
Relations  Commission,  report  their  findings  and  recom- 
mendations to  the  National  Executive  Committee  meeting 
in  October  1980  and  such  interim  reports  as  may  be 
available  to  the  pre-convention  meeting  of  the  NEC  in 
Boston,  MA;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  that  these  reported  findings  and  recom- 
mendations be  fully  reported  to  the  entire  American  Le- 
gion membership  through  all  forums  and  outlets,  and  to 
the  American  people,  and  that  specific  recommendations 
affecting  the  future  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  be  made  to 
all  policymakers  in  the  Executive  Branch  and  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

A report  will  be  made  at  the  National  Convention  and  a 
more  comprehensive  report  will  be  provided  at  the  Fall 
1980  NEC  meeting. 

SALT  Talks  in  Abeyance 

National  Commander  Hamilton  was  credited  by  the 
press  for  contributing  to  the  halt  in  SALT  II  approval  by 
the  U.S.  Senate.  Commander  Hamilton,  as  a guest  of  the 
American  Security  Council,  delivered  a stinging  denun- 
ciation of  the  SALT  II  Treaties  and  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
U.S.  Senate  reception  during  which  many  Senators 
thanked  Commander  Hamilton  for  his  leadership.  Many 


Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster,  chairman  of  the  National  Foreign 
Relations  Commission,  welcomes  Mrs.  Anne  Griffiths, 
executive  director  of  the  National  League  of  Families  of 
Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action  in  Southeast  Asia, 
as  a speaker  before  the  commission  during  the  1980  Wash- 
ington Conference. 


other  U.S.  organizations  and  institutions  also  were  op- 
posed to  the  SALT  II  Treaties,  but  the  Soviet  Union 
actually  scuttled  its  own  efforts  to  get  U.S.  Senate  ap- 
proval of  SALT  II  by  its  naked  aggression  in  Afghanistan. 
Even  the  most  vocal  SALT  II  supporters  could  no  longer 
support  treaties  which  tilted  advantageously  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Taiwan  Support  Continued 

The  American  Legion  support  for  continued  in- 
dependence and  self-determination  for  the  Republic  of 
China  (Taiwan)  was  re-emphasized.  Both  the  National 
Commander  and  National  Adjutant,  Frank  Momsen, 
visited  Taiwan  during  the  past  year. 

Taiwan  would  like  to  purchase  a few  high  performance 
defense  fighters  and  defensive  missiles  from  the  United 
States  and  also  would  like  authority  for  the  Special  Repre- 
sentative to  the  North  American  Coordination  Council 
(formerly  titled  Republic  of  China  Ambassador  to  the 
U.S.),  Shah  Kongsen  to  make  official  courtesy  calls  on 
U.S.  State  Department  officials.  These  requests  seemed 
modest  by  any  standards,  as  well  as  in  the  U.S.  interest. 
The  Legion  supported  these  requests  and  Ambassador 
Shah  delivered  a major  policy  address  at  the  Washington 
Conference. 

Southern  Africa 

The  American  Legion  continued  its  support  of  South 
Africa’s  efforts  to  establish  a non-communist  government 
in  Southwest  Africa,  Namibia,  and  strongly  supported 
activation  of  the  hydro-electric  facility  near  the  Angolan- 
Namibia  border  as  a humanitarian  project. 

NATO 

The  American  Legion  continued  to  support  NATO  and 
weapons  systems  which  were  qualitatively  superior  to  those 
held  by  Warsaw  Pact  forces. 


- 

§ 1 


The  National  Legislative  Commission’s  primary  mission 
is  to  implement  the  legislative  mandates  of  The  American 
Legion  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  all 
legislative  matters  in  which  the  Legion  is  interested.  These 
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resolutions  are  adopted  at  either  a National  Convention  or 
meetings  of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

The  Legislative  Commission  does  not  set  policy  for  The 
American  Legion.  The  Commission,  through  its  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  legislative  staff,  concentrates  its  efforts  on 
carrying  out  Legion  objectives.  Through  the  National 
Legislative  News  Bulletin  and  other  Legion  publications, 
the  Commission  attempts  to  keep  the  membership  of  The 
American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
abreast  of  Congressional  activity  affecting  the  veteran  and 
his  family. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  96th  Congress,  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  delivered  or  submitted  testimony  on  50  topics. 
The  major  focus  of  the  Legion’s  legislative  effort  during 
the  few  first  months  of  the  session  was  on  increasing  the 
Administration’s  recommended  FY  1980  VA  budget. 
Those  efforts  paid  off  in  June,  when  the  House  and  Senate 
agreed  to  restore  most  of  the  contemplated  cuts  and 
provided  for  3,800  additional  VA  health  care  personnel. 
The  approved  VA  outlays  for  FY  1980  were  nearly  $500 
million  more  than  in  FY  1979,  but  left  little  room  to  im- 
prove such  items  as  vocational  rehabilitation  or  GI  Bill 
benefits  during  the  year. 

The  first  major  piece  of  veterans’  benefits  legislation  to 
emerge  from  the  first  session  was  S.  7 (P.L.  96-22),  which 
Senator  Alan  Cranston  called  “the  culmination  of  a 7-year 
effort  by  the  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  to  im- 
prove health  services  to  our  nation’s  veterans.”  The  legis- 
lation incorporated  provisions  to  establish  a program  of 
readjustment  counseling  for  Vietnam-era  veterans,  en- 
hance the  VA’s  drug  and  alcohol  treatment  and  rehabili- 
tation program,  and  provide  for  a new  program  of 
preventive  health  care. 


The  “Veterans  Disability  Compensation  and  Survivors 
Act  of  1979”  (H.R.  2282),  signed  into  law  (P.L.  96-128)  in 


President  Carter  delivered  a major  address  at  the  “ Hill 
Day”  rally  during  the  1980  Washington  Conference  held  at 
the  Capital  Hilton  Hotel  in  February.  A capacity  crowd  of 
more  than  one  thousand  Legionnaires,  Auxiliary  members 
and  guests  filled  the  hotel’s  Presidential  Ballroom  to  hear 
the  President’s  message.  At  the  head  table  and  to  the  ex- 
treme left  is  National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton, 
with  the  Administrator  of  Veterans  A f fairs  Max  Cleland  in 
the  center  and  American  Legion  National  Adjutant  Frank 
C.  Momsen  on  the  far  right. 


November,  provided  for  a 9.9  percent  increase  in  disabled 
veterans’  benefits  in  FY  1980.  Payments  authorized  by 
P.L.  96-128  were  to  be  made  to  2.6  million  disabled 
veterans,  their  widows  or  widowers  and  children  of 
veterans  who  died  of  a service-connected  disability. 

The  “Veterans  Administration  Health  Resources  and 
Program  Extension  Act  of  1979”  became  law  (P.L.  96-151) 
in  December.  Among  other  things,  the  legislation 
authorized  VA  outpatient  medical  care  in  certain  circum- 
stances for  veterans  of  World  War  I and  the  Mexican 
Border  War,  and  provided  for  a VA  study  on  the  long- 
range  effects  of  the  herbicide  Agent  Orange.  Perhaps  its 
most  important  feature  was  its  requirement  that  the  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget  keep  the  VA  health  staff  at  the 
levels  set  by  Congressional  committees,  thus  preventing  the 
OMB  from  thwarting  the  will  of  Congress  by  requiring  the 
VA  to  use  appropriated  funds  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  field  of  foreign  relations,  a highlight  of  the  Le- 
gion’s legislative  effort  in  1979  was  the  testimony  of  im- 
mediate past  National  Commander  Jack  Carey  on  the 
SALT  II  treaty  in  September.  Commander  Carey  recom- 
mended various  amendments  to  the  treaty  to  assure  that 
the  U.S.  would  not  be  placed  in  an  inferior  position 
strategically. 

With  regard  to  national  security,  the  Legion  lobbied 
vigorously  for  a significant  real  increase  in  the  defense 
budget.  In  testimony  before  the  House  Armed  Services 
Subcommittee  we  called  for  adequate  funding  to  upgrade 
the  Selective  Service  System  and  make  it  operational  to  the 
point  of  registering  all  males  of  the  ages  of  19  and  20. 
Legislation  to  provide  a long-term  solution  to  the  military 
doctor  shortage  by  significantly  increasing  salaries  (H.R. 
5235)  was  vetoed  by  President  Carter  in  March,  but  a 
revised  bill  (H.R.  6982)  has  cleared  the  House  Armed  Serv- 
ices Committee  and  is  expected  eventually  to  win  approval 
from  the  White  House. 

During  the  first  session,  the  Legion  closely  monitored 
developments  regarding  the  proposed  FBI  charter,  which 
remains  bottled  up  in  committee  because  of  disagreement 
over  a number  of  basic  issues.  During  the  second  session, 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  presents  The 
American  Legion’s  National  Legislative  Award  to  Con- 
gressman John  Paul  Hammerschmidt  of  Arkansas,  rank- 
ing minority  member  of  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans 
Affairs,  during  the  1980  Washington  Conference. 
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we  also  have  monitored  the  proposed  “charter”  for  the 
CIA,  which  now  has  better  prospects  for  passage  since  the 
original  bill  was  replaced  with  a much  shorter,  less 
complicated  version. 

With  regard  to  another  important  Americanism  issue, 
we  have  sought  to  secure  co-sponsors  for  a discharge 
petition  that  would  release  S.  450  for  consideration  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  An  amendment  to  that  bill  by  Senator 
Jesse  Helms  would  prevent  federal  courts  from  hearing 
challenges  to  state  laws  permitting  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  schools. 

An  important  development  of  interest  to  the  Internal 
Affairs  Division  during  the  first  session  was  the  passage  of 
S.  1874,  which  amended  the  Legion’s  charter  by  changing 
its  recognition  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  Vietnam  era 
from  Aug.  5,  1964  to  Dec.  22,  1961. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

William  D.  Jackson  (Indiana),  Executive  Director 


The  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is  located  in  the 
National  Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  has  four  major  re- 
sponsibilities. 

1)  He  performs  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him 
by  the  National  Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the  myriad 
responsibilities  of  that  office  and,  during  temporary  ab- 
sences of  the  National  Adjutant  from  the  Headquarters, 
acts  for  him. 

2)  He  heads  the  Administrative  Services  Division  and 
through  it  supervises  and  coordinates  the  many  admini- 
strative functions  of  the  Indianapolis  Headquarters. 

3)  He  serves  on  the  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Head- 
quarters; the  National  Retirement  Committee,  Publica- 
tions Advisory  Board;  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Manage- 
ment Review  Board. 

4)  He  coordinates  EDP-Computer  operations  which  has 
a Director  reporting  to  the  Executive  Director. 

Included  in  the  Administrative  Services  Division  of  the 
Indianapolis  Headquarters  are  the  following  admini- 
strative functions:  Cashier;  mail;  printing;  purchasing, 
graphic  arts;  general  supply  . . . stock,  receiving,  shipping; 
Library,  Archives,  E.A.  Blackmore  Museum;  Communi- 
cations Center;  building  maintenance,  cafeteria;  Personnel 
Division;  Finance  section  and  Insurance  section. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all 
secretarial  assistance  to  the  executive  officers  of  The 
American  Legion. 

Computer  Center 

The  EDP-Computer  Center  is  currently  responsible  for 
the  following  programs: 

Updating  of  “The  American  Legion  Magazine,”  SAL, 
FIRING  LINE,  ADVANCE  and  Legislative  Bulletin 
mailing  lists;  and  the  printing  of  mailing  labels  and  renewal 
notices. 


Production  of  direct  membership  renewal  notices  and 
registers. 

The  production  of  membership  cards  and  registers,  de- 
partment accounting  reports  and  statistical  information. 

The  printing  of  state  paper  mailing  labels,  upon  request. 

The  maintenance  of  inventory  controls,  purchasing 
controls  and  billing  applications  for  The  American  Legion 
Emblem  Division. 

Emblem  Sales  invoices  and  reports. 

Production  of  all  general  ledger  accounting 
information. 

All  payroll  reports  and  affiliated  tax  and  insurance  re- 
ports. 

Maintenance  of  the  mailing  list  and  automated  grading 
for  the  Extension  Institute. 

Production  of  audit  control  and  circulation  analysis  re- 
ports for  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Production  of  inventory  control  and  purchase  order 
control  of  National  Headquarters. 

Accounts  receivable. 

Retirement  Investment  programs. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  Inventory  and  Depreciation 
reports. 


ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 


Al  Keller,  Jr.  (Illinois),  Chairman 
Austin  E.  Kerby  (Maryland),  Director 


The  Economic  Program  is  designed  to  ensure  that 
American  veterans  have  the  opportunity  to  provide,  with 
dignity,  the  economic  necessities  of  life  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  The  Legion’s  mandates  in  the  field  of  em- 
ployment, veterans’  preference,  housing,  small  business 
and  other  economic  matters  are  based  on  long-established 
principles.  With  attention  focused  on  current  economic 
problems,  the  61st  Annual  National  Convention  and 
interim  National  Executive  Committee  meetings  approved 
an  extensive  program  for  administrative  and  legislative 
actions  to  help  the  nation’s  veterans. 

The  Employment  and  Veterans  Preference  Committees, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Economic  Commission,  continue 
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to  vigorously  pursue  all  avenues  to  ensure  effective  imple- 
mentation of  veterans’  preference  in  federal  employment. 
Reportedly,  the  Administration  has  given  up  efforts  to 
seek  legislative  changes  in  veterans’  preference  in  light  of 
the  strength  shown  by  The  American  Legion  in  thwarting 
earlier  attempts  to  seriously  weaken  veterans’  preference  in 
the  Civil  Service  Reform  Act  of  1978. 

Although  provisions  for  veterans’  preference  in  that  Act 
eventually  remained  largely  unchanged  (with  improve- 
ments for  disabled  veterans),  other  provisions  can  impinge 
on  veterans  employed  by  the  government.  Our  Commis- 
sion has  protested  that  a Navy  Personnel  Demonstration 
Project  in  California,  in  which  the  law  applying  to 
retention  rights  of  veterans  in  cases  of  reduction  in  force  is 
waived,  is  unconstitutional.  While  the  Civil  Service  Re- 
form Act  provides  for  such  demonstration  projects  and 
waiver  of  existing  laws,  the  Legion  has  pointed  out  to  the 
Office  of  Personnel  Management  that  such  waivers  of  law 
are  unconstitutional  because  an  executive  agency  is  exer- 
cising the  power  to  repeal  laws  which  belong  exclusively  to 
Congress,  and  the  power  to  veto  laws,  which  belongs  to  the 
President. 

The  Supreme  Court  recently  refused  to  hear  a further 
appeal  in  a case  in  which  they  had  earlier  affirmed  that  the 
strong  provisions  for  veterans’  preference  in  Massachusetts 
are  constitutional.  National  Commander  Hamilton  then 
wrote  to  President  Carter  with  a request  for  a “clear  sig- 
nal” to  heads  of  federal  agencies  that  veterans’  preference 
in  federal  employment  is  national  policy  to  be  vigorously 
implemented  and  enforced,  and  thereby  joining  and  high- 
lighting the  positions  of  the  Congress  and  the  Supreme 
Court. 

One  victory  for  veterans’  preference  came  with  the  re- 
ceipt from  the  Office  of  Personnel  Management  of  a copy 
of  the  notice  going  to  the  Department  of  Defense  that 
veterans’  preference  cannot  be  waived  in  overseas  hiring  of 
U.S.  citizens.  It  took  many  years  of  effort  to  achieve  this 
correction  of  a waiver  granted  by  the  former  Civil  Service 
Commission. 


Legislation  is  being  sought  to  strengthen  veterans’ 
preference  at  the  same  time  we  are  carefully  watching  to 
see  that  existing  law  is  not  being  circumvented. 


Dr.  Dennis  Wyant  (right),  deputy  assistant  secretary  of 
labor  for  Veterans  Employment,  is  introduced  by  National 
Economic  Commission  Chairman  A l Keller,  Jr.,  as  a 
speaker  before  the  commission’s  session  at  the  1980 
Washington  Conference. 


Another  area  of  concern  is  recurring  discussion  of  con- 
solidating the  system  of  federal  retirement  with  Social 
Security.  Inasmuch  as  around  50  percent  of  federal  em- 
ployees are  veterans,  they  would  be  seriously  affected  by 
such  a development.  The  Economic  Commission  is 
mandated  to  oppose  consolidation  of  these  two  retirement 
systems.  Currently,  and  increasingly,  many  retired 
veterans  are  being  affected  by  a provision  of  law  the  results 
of  which  were  not  anticipated  when  it  was  enacted  in  1955. 
When  these  veteran-retirees  become  62  and  eligible  for 
Social  Security  benefits  because  of  military  service,  their 
federal  annuities  are  recomputed,  resulting  in  an  average 
loss  in  the  annuity  of  3 percent  for  each  year  of  military 
service.  Corrective  legislation  is  being  sought. 

There  has  been  recent  Congressional  interest  in  the  lack 
of  effective  monitoring  and  reported  increasing  use  of  the 
contracting  out  of  government  services.  Often  done  to 
avoid  personnel  ceilings,  it  eliminates  many  jobs  that 
otherwise  would  be  subject  to  provisions  for  veterans’ 
preference.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  contracting  out 
of  building  services  which  are,  by  law,  restricted  to 
veterans’  preference  eligibles  when  eligible,  and  are  often 
the  first  to  be  contracted  out.  The  Economic  Commission 
is  strenuously  opposed  to  the  contracting  out  of  govern- 
ment services  which  adversely  affects  the  employment  of 
veterans. 

Dr.  Dennis  Wyant,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor 
for  Veterans  Employment,  has  been  actively  coordinating 
Department  of  Labor  employment  programs  affecting 
veterans,  but  this  position  should  be  a full  Assistant 
Secretary.  Our  efforts  to  have  such  a position  created  have 
resulted  in  legislation  which  has  passed  the  Senate  and  has 
been  referred  to  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 


Last  year,  we  were  successful  in  having  the  essential  52 
positions  of  field  secretaries  in  the  Veterans  Employment 
Service  retained  as  federal  employees,  and  in  having  funds 


The  American  Legion  long  has  been  a supporter  of  em- 
ployment of  the  handicapped  as  part  of  the  organization’s 
National  Economic  program.  Here  National  Commander 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  presents  a flag  that  had  flown  over  the 
U.S.  Capitol  to  Hilliard  A.  Carter,  a social  work  associate 
at  the  Veterans  Administration  Medical  Center  in  Hines, 
III.  Pictured  with  them  is  Mrs.  Carter.  Carter  was  one  of 
the  10  Outstanding  Handicapped  Federal  Employees  of  the 
Year  honored  during  the  ceremony  in  Washington. 
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for  that  purpose  not  transferred  to  the  states.  Funds  for 
this  continue  to  be  included  in  the  1981  VES  budget,  but 
legislation  is  being  sought  to  ensure  this. 

The  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program  (DVOP)  has 
demonstrated  the  value  of  veterans  acting  as  outreach 
workers  to  bring  hard-to-place  veterans  into  the  labor 
market.  As  the  only  successful  part  of  the  President’s 
three-point  employment  program  for  veterans  launched 
with  great  fanfare  in  1977,  the  Legion  is  seeking  to  have 
DVOP  made  a regular  part  of  the  employment  service.  We 
are  supported  by  the  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  in 
this  effort.  We  are  continuing  efforts  to  make  programs 
under  the  Comprehensive  Employment  and  Training  Act 
meaningful  for  veterans. 

The  “Jobs  for  Veterans”  program,  based  on  innovative 
activities  at  the  post  and  department  level  and  designed  to 
help  veterans,  continues  as  a Legion  priority.  Participation 
in  the  three  national  employment  award  programs,  “Hire 
the  Handicapped,”  “Hire  the  Older  Worker”  and 
“Employer  of  the  Year  for  Hiring  Veterans,”  which  serve 
as  effective  public  relations  for  the  Legion,  continues  to  be 
strong. 

The  workshop  on  veterans  held  as  part  of  the  1980 
White  House  Conference  on  Small  Business  pointed  up  the 
lack  of  effective  implementation  of  the  current  provision 
in  the  law  for  “special  consideration”  for  veterans  by  the 
Small  Business  Administration.  We  are  seeking  an  Execu- 
tive Order  to  make  this  “special  consideration”  more 
meaningful. 

The  home  loan  program  in  the  Veterans  Administration 
has  been  going  well,  although  home  buying  is  beginning  to 
be  affected  by  the  current  real  estate  slump.  The  program 
has  built-in  “triggers”  so  the  VA  is  notified  of  missed  loan 
payments  and  can  initiate  counseling  with  the  veteran  to 
avoid  foreclosure. 

The  Economic  staff  stands  ever  ready  to  assist  the  indi- 
vidual veteran  who  seeks  help  with  problems  related  to 
employment,  including  federal  employment,  or  which  are 
related  to  any  of  the  federal  programs  for  which  this  Com- 
mission has  jurisdiction. 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  (center),  accom- 
panied by  National  Economic  Director  Austin  E.  Kerby 
(left),  meets  with  Dr.  Alan  K.  Campbell,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Personnel  Management,  to  discuss  matters  re- 
lating to  veterans’  employment.  Topics  included  the  staf- 
fing of  veterans’  employment  programs  with  OPM,  and 
the  enforcement  of  veterans  preference. 


The  primary  function  of  the  National  Convention  Com- 
mission is  to  review  invitations  from  various  cities  and 
recommend  the  sites  of  future  conventions.  These  cities  re- 
ceive tentative  awards  for  a period  of  five  years  in  advance 
of  hosting  the  convention.  The  commission  also  is 
responsible  for  critiquing  the  previous  convention  and 
recommending  improvements  in  future  conventions. 

A review  of  the  convention  held  in  Houston,  Texas, 
shows  that,  although  the  convention  was  a successful  one, 
it  was  a break-even  operation  as  far  as  income  and  dis- 
bursements were  concerned.  This  was  in  part  a result  of  the 
decrease  in  registrations. 

This  year  we  are  looking  forward  to  a very  successful 
convention  in  our  host  city,  Boston,  celebrating  its  350th 
anniversary.  A city  of  history  is  an  ideal  site  for  the  con- 
vention during  this  presidential  election  year.  The  Musical 
Spectacular  should  be  one  of  the  greatest  we  have  had  in 
many  years.  The  final  show  will  consist  largely  of  senior 
corps,  a feature  we  have  not  had  for  some  time. 

We  then  look  forward  to  the  1981  convention  in 
Honolulu,  Hi.  An  inspection  team  spent  two  weeks 
helping  the  local  corporation  find  enough  rooms  for 
meeting  the  requirements  of  those  who  wish  to  attend.  A 
successful  conclusion  of  the  team’s  visit  was  shown  by  the 
number  of  rooms  obtained.  The  signing  of  the  permanent 
contract  with  the  Hawaiian  corporation  was  authorized  at 
the  Spring  NEC  meeting,  and  it  appears  that  this  will  be 
the  largest  convention  we  have  ever  held.  However, 
because  of  the  high  cost  of  transportation,  judges  and 
facilities,  it  was  recommended  and  approved  that  no 
contests  be  held  in  Hawaii. 

Chicago  will  be  our  host  city  for  1982.  Those  who 
attended  the  1972  convention  will  see  many  changes, 
particularly  the  State  Street  Mall.  The  Convention  Corpo- 
ration of  Illinois  is  working  hard  again  to  provide  us  with 
an  outstanding  convention. 

In  order  to  provide  the  facilities  necessary  for  the 
housing  of  future  conventions,  the  commission  sent 
inspection  teams  into  the  following  cities: 

Philadelphia  Las  Vegas 

Seattle  Salt  Lake  City 
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We  also  reviewed  invitations  presented  by  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  New  Orleans,  La.;  Denver,  Colo,  and  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

On  April  29,  after  thorough  discussion  and  considera- 
tion, the  commission  made  the  following  recommenda- 
tions for  future  conventions.  Approved  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  the  future  convention  schedule  is  as 
follows: 

Honolulu,  Hawaii August  28- 

September  2,  1981 

Chicago,  Illinois August  20-26,  1982 

Seattle,  Washington August  19-25,  1983 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania August  17-23,  1984 

The  National  Distinguished  Guest  Committee  and  the 
Contest  Supervisory  Committee  are  attached  to  the 
National  Convention  Commission. 


The  National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee  (NCSC) 
is  to  supervise  all  contests  at  the  National  Conventions  of 
The  American  Legion,  and  is  charged  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  developing  and  making  available  information  on 
musical  organization  management  and  other  expertise  rela- 
tive to  musical  organizations. 

The  NCSC  met  Oct.  15-16,  1979,  at  National  Head- 
quarters, Indianapolis,  Ind.  Prior  to  this  meeting,  letters 
were  sent  to  those  units  which  participated  in  the  National 
Contests  in  Houston,  Texas.  The  units  were  asked  to  make 
suggestions  on  the  organization  of  future  contests  and  on 
any  rule  changes  they  felt  necessary.  The  suggestions  were 
reviewed  by  the  NCSC,  and  those  the  Committee  felt 
necessary  were  put  into  the  form  of  a resolution  to  be 
voted  on  by  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

The  NCSC  met  again  April  28-29,  1980,  at  National 
Headquarters.  The  Committee  discussed  the  tentative 
times  and  sites  for  the  National  Contests  in  Boston.  Any 
rule  changes  from  the  past  National  Contest  were  reviewed 
along  with  changes  on  judges’  score  sheets  for  the  Boston 
contests. 

CONTEST  SITES 

The  Musical  Spectacular  will  be  at  7:00  p.m.,  Aug.  16, 
at  Nickerson  Field  on  the  campus  of  Boston  University. 
The  Junior  and  Senior  Color  Guard  competition  will  be  in 
Brown  Arena  at  Boston  University.  Senior  Band,  Chorus 
and  Quartet  competition  will  be  at  the  School  of  Fine  Arts, 
also  on  the  Boston  University  campus. 

The  Junior  Band,  Junior  and  Senior  Drill  Team  and 
Firing  Squad  competition  will  be  at  Veterans  Memorial 
Stadium,  Quincy. 

The  eleven  categories  sponsored  by  the  NCSC  are: 

Junior  Drum  Corps  Junior  Drill  Team 

Senior  Drum  Corps  Senior  Drill  Team 


Junior  Color  Guard  Junior  Field  Band 

Senior  Color  Guard  Senior  Contest  Band 

Firing  Squad  Chorus  & Quartet 

1979  DEFENDING  NATIONAL  CHAMPIONS 

Junior  Drum  Corps  - Co-champions:  Long  Island 
Kingsmen,  Post  944,  Kings  Park,  N.Y.  and  Sky  Ryders, 
Post  68,  Hutchinson,  Kan. 

Junior  Color  Guard  - Sky  Ryders,  Post  68, 
Hutchinson,  Kan. 

Senior  Color  Guard  — Jersey  Chevrons,  Post  40, 
Ridgefield  Park,  N.J. 

Firing  Squad  - Carlson,  Post  247,  Fontanelle,  Iowa. 

Junior  Drill  Team  ■ — Rangerettes,  Post  610,  Brook 
Park,  Ohio. 

Senior  Drill  Team  - Double  D’s,  Post  180,  Milwaukie, 
Ore. 

Senior  Band  — Joliet  American  Legion  Band,  Post 
1284,  Joliet,  111. 


No  contests  were  held  in  Houston  for  Senior  Drum 
Corps,  Junior  Field  Band,  Chorus  or  Quartet. 


Milford  A.  Forrester  (South  Carolina),  Chairman 
Bertram  G,  Davis  (New  York),  Publisher 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission  is  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  producing  and  distributing  The 
American  Legion  Magazine. 

One  dollar  and  fifty  cents  of  each  member’s  annual 
membership  dues  is  allocated  for  a one-year’s  subscription 
to  the  magazine.  In  1979  it  cost  $2.40  per  member  to  pro- 
vide 12  issues  of  the  magazine.  Fortunately,  the  accrued 
deficit  per  member  was  offset  through  the  sale  of  adver- 
tising which  appears  monthly  in  the  magazine. 

Since  October  1978,  the  total  magazine  operation,  which 
includes  the  functions  of  editorial,  advertising,  art,  pro- 
duction and  circulation,  has  been  located  at  the  Legion’s 
National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  magazine 
is  further  Midwest  oriented,  since  it  is  now  printed  and 
mailed  from  Lawrence,  Kan.,  under  a contractual  arrange- 
ment with  Kansas  Color  Press,  Inc. 

We  are  saddened  to  report  that  Frank  Kuest,  who  was 
the  editor  of  the  magazine,  became  ill  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  Houston  (Texas)  National  Convention  and 
passed  away  last  December.  He  was  a fine  editor,  a loyal 
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and  valued  member  of  the  staff,  and  a tried  and  true 
friend.  However,  the  magazine  was  most  fortunate  in  ob- 
taining the  services  of  two  Vietnam-era  veterans  for  our 
editorial  staff,  Dan  Wheeler  and  Jerry  Atchison.  Dan,  who 
had  been  functioning  as  managing  editor,  was  named 
editor,  replacing  Frank  Kuest,  and  Jerry  has  been  desig- 
nated managing  editor.  Both  served  on  the  editorial  staff 
of  All  Hands  magazine,  a Navy  publication,  and  have 
good  backgrounds  in  magazine  editing,  writing  and 
photography. 

The  Commission’s  objective  in  the  fulfillment  of  its 
responsibilities  is  to  produce  a magazine  of  general  interest 
with  good  editorial  balance  and  present  it  interestingly  and 
attractively.  We  are  cognizant  that  our  membership 
represents  a broad  cross-section  of  Americans  who  have 
diverse  backgrounds  and  diverse  reading  interests.  With 
that  in  mind,  we  attempt  to  publish  articles  covering  a wide 
variety  of  subjects  written  by  established  authors  whose 
credentials  are  impeccable  in  the  field  they  are  writing 
about.  Some  of  our  articles  are  heavy,  some  are  light  and 
entertaining,  while  others  provide  how-to  information. 
And,  not  forgetting  our  Legion  responsibilities,  we  publish 
six  to  eight  pages  of  “News  for  Legionnaires”  on  a regular 
basis. 

The  magazine  continues  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  its 
readership.  We  attribute  this  to  our  present  policy  of 
adhering  to  contemporary  editorial  content.  Much  interest 
is  displayed  by  young  and  old  alike  in  the  feature  material 
and  the  timeliness  of  many  of  the  articles.  This  is  evidenced 
by  the  requests  the  magazine  receives  for  copies  of  the 
magazine  and  for  reprints.  Educators,  librarians,  profes- 
sional men  and  women,  government  officials  and,  in  fact, 
persons  in  all  walks  of  life  are  included  among  those 
seeking  copies  of  the  magazine  and/or  reprints  of  articles 
from  our  pages. 

We  regret  to  report  that  there  are,  however,  serious 
problems  related  to  the  magazine  publishing  business  in 


Keeping  the  list  of  American  Legion  Magazine  subscribers 
current  is  just  one  of  the  jobs  performed  by  the  circulation 
department.  Here,  a keypunch  operator  in  the  EDP  center 
enters  a change-of -address  request,  one  of  nearly  300,000 
processed  annually. 


general.  These  problems  encompass  those  that  everyone  is 
encountering  in  today’s  world  in  the  attempt  to  make  in- 
come and  expenses  balance.  External  factors,  such  as  the 
consistent  rises  in  postal  rates  and  paper  prices,  plus  other 
inflationary  factors  over  which  we  have  no  control,  make 
it  difficult  in  the  publishing  world  to  fulfill  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  providing  a quality  magazine  without 
creating  budgetary  dilemmas.  In  fact,  the  impact  of  in- 
flation and  its  effect  on  those  expenditures  concomitant 
with  publishing  a magazine  has  forced  our  magazine  into  a 
deficit  budget  of  some  $800,000  for  1980.  Comparisons, 
covering  the  past  three  years,  as  they  relate  to  the  vital 
items  causing  this  crunch  reveal  the  reasons: 

1977  1978  1979 

Paper  $1,789,966  $2,277,231  $2,340,756 

Postage  $ 726,572  $1,010,373  $1,162,504 

The  economic  outlook  for  the  magazine  in  1980  is  rather 
grim.  In  1980,  paper  costs  are  expected  to  increase  an  addi- 
tional 11  percent,  postage  costs  an  additional  18  percent, 
and  the  cost  of  printing  will  rise  6 percent,  the  maximum 
allowed  under  our  printing  contract.  There  are  also  indi- 
cations that  the  Postal  Service  will  seek  additional  postal 
rate  increases  of  about  25  to  30  percent  during  1980  to 
become  effective  the  first  quarter  of  1981.  This  item  alone, 
if  approved,  will  increase  the  magazine’s  distribution  costs 
between  $300,000  and  $360,000  a year. 

We  dislike  having  to  devote  so  much  space  to  matters 
financial,  but  they  are  an  essential  element  in  any  report  of 
our  stewardship  of  the  magazine.  You  may  be  assured, 
however,  that  financial  problems  notwithstanding,  we  will 
continue  to  strive  to  produce  a quality  magazine,  one  of 
which  you  can  be  justifiably  proud. 


The  National  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  re- 
sponsible for  policies  relating  to  the  internal  structure  and 
operation  of  The  American  Legion  at  all  levels.  In  ad- 
dition, all  resolutions  and  other  official  matters  not  falling 
within  the  area  of  assigned  duties  of  other  national  com- 
missions or  committees  are  handled  by  the  Internal  Affairs 
Commission. 

Four  national  standing  committees  are  assigned  to  the 
commission  for  supervision  and  coordination  — 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws;  Membership  and  Post 
Activities;  Resolutions  Assignment;  and  Trophies,  Awards 
and  Ceremonials.  The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  also 
the  supervisory  body  for  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
organization.  In  addition,  the  commission’s  full-time  staff 
at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis  (the  Internal  Af- 
fairs Division)  provides  staff  services  for  the  National 
Contests  Supervisory  Committee,  which  itself  reports  to 
the  National  Convention  Commission. 

Membership 

A report  of  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Com- 
mittee will  be  found  separately  in  this  publication. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws 

The  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  can  be 
amended  only  by  action  of  a National  Convention. 
However,  a Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee  does 
review  and  make  recommendations  on  all  proposed 
amendments. 

Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials 

This  committee  supervises  all  official  national  awards 
(with  the  exception  of  those  related  to  uniformed  group 
competition)  and  recommends  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee  recipients  of  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal, 
the  International  Amity  Award  and  the  Canadian  Friend- 
ship Award.  This  committee  also  presents  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  its  recommendations  for  miscel- 
laneous awards  that  have  been  made  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Resolutions  Assignment 

The  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee  meets  only  at 
the  annual  National  Convention.  The  committee  has  the 
responsibility  of  assigning  all  resolutions  to  the  appro- 
priate convention  committee  for  report  to  the  convention. 
The  number  of  resolutions  reviewed  and  assigned  prior  to 
the  1979  National  Convention  totaled  more  than  400, 
which  is  approximately  the  usual  amount. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  continued  to  grow 
during  1979.  Final  membership  for  1979  totaled  40,402,  a 
gain  of  4,352  over  the  36,050  final  count  for  1978.  SAL 
National  Conventions  are  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
National  Conventions  of  The  American  Legion.  The  Ninth 
National  Convention  will  be  held  in  Boston. 

Consolidated  Post  Reports 

For  the  fifth  year  in  a row,  posts  of  The  American 
Legion  were  asked  to  file  a Consolidated  Post  Report 
which  would  allow  the  national  organization  to  obtain  a 
standard  report  on  all  major  programs.  Slightly  over  44 Vi 
percent  of  all  posts  submitted  reports.  Reporting  posts 
represented  a little  over  60  percent  of  the  total  membership 
with  assets  in  excess  of  $427,000,000.  Some  of  the  figures 


were  truly  outstanding,  such  as  the  following:  Cost  of 
athletic  teams,  $4,200,000;  aid  given  to  benefit  Children 
and  Youth,  $5,000,000;  hours  given  to  community  service, 
2.3  million;  cost  of  uniformed  groups,  $1,200,000. 

The  survey  conducted  in  the  first  half  of  1979  indicated 
that  the  average  amount  of  dues  for  American  Legion 
Posts  was  $10.  Much  of  the  money  raised  by  American 
Legion  Posts  is  done  on  a volunteer  basis  and  programs  are 
very  rarely  supported  by  the  amount  of  dues  collected. 
This  points  to  one  of  the  great  strengths  of  The  American 
Legion  - service  work  to  veterans  and  children  and  youth 
and  communities. 

PUFL 

The  Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Program  (PUFL)  is 
showing  a steady  gain  in  acceptance  and  participation. 
Since  its  beginning  in  July  1975,  almost  11,500  Legion- 
naires have  taken  advantage  of  the  PUFL  Program. 

The  Energy  Policy  of  The  American  Legion 

The  May  1977,  National  Executive  Committee  assigned 
to  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  the  primary  responsi- 
bility for  all  resolutions  concerning  energy  and  environ- 
ment. A Subcommittee  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commis- 
sion, chaired  by  J.W.  “Bill”  Steinsiek  (Ark.),  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  researching  all  resolutions. 

The  basic  policy  of  the  Energy  Subcommittee  is  one  that 
supports  the  concept  of  a national  policy  to  decrease  re- 
liance on  foreign  fossil  fuels  and  to  develop  our  internal 
energy  resources,  both  available  and  prospective. 

Since  becoming  involved  in  the  field  of  energy,  The 
American  Legion  has  become  widely  recognized  as  a 
national  leader  in  energy  programs.  As  a result,  both  the 
National  Commander  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Internal 
Affairs  Commission  have  been  called  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  attend  energy  consultation  meetings  at 
the  White  House.  In  addition,  The  American  Legion’s 
Energy  Subcommittee  and  staff  have  developed  a close 
working  relationship  with  the  Department  of  Energy. 

The  direction  of  The  American  Legion’s  involvement  in 
the  energy  program  will  remain  one  of  concentration  on 


James  P.  Dean  (left),  chairman  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Internal  Affairs  Commission,  discusses  Legion 
energy  program  initiatives  with  Secretary  of  Energy 
Charles  W.  Duncan,  Jr.  The  two  met  during  the  20th 
annual  Washington  Conference  of  The  American  Legion, 
February  18-21. 
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conservation.  We  will,  however,  continue  to  broaden  our 
monitoring  of  alternative  energy  sources  in  search  of 
energy  independence.  We  recognize  that  our  national 
security,  as  well  as  our  economy,  are  dependent  upon  our 
success  and  the  success  of  other  organizations  who  are  now 
beginning  to  join  us  in  this  important  national  challenge. 

Direct  Renewal  Program 

With  the  successful  development  of  the  National  Direct 
Billing  Program,  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  and  the 
Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  have  begun  to 
investigate  an  expanded  use  of  direct  mail  as  a method  of 
securing  new  members,  organizing  new  Posts  and  retaining 
those  who  now  belong. 

First  tests  completed  in  June  have  shown  clearly  that 
potential  members  will  respond  to  a direct  mail  invitation 
from  our  organization.  It  has  been  recognized,  however, 
that  a complete  direct  mail  effort  cannot  provide  the 
results  we  desire  unless  each  person  responding  receives 
personal  attention  from  the  Post  nearest  his  (or  her)  home. 

The  development  of  new  concepts  in  membership  invita- 
tions, while  retaining  the  important  one-on-one  contact 
between  our  members,  provides  an  interesting  and  exciting 
challenge  for  the  year  ahead.  We  look  forward  to  a suc- 
cessful conclusion  of  all  testing  by  June  1981. 


MEMBERSHIP  AND  ROST  ACTIVITIES 

Gary  W.  Sammons  (Michigan),  Chairman 
James  L.  Adcox  (North  Carolina),  Director 


Membership  Strength 


Total  official  membership,  1979  2,629,105 

1979  membership  as  of  May  30,  1979  2,561,063 

1980  membership  as  of  May  30,  1980  2,576,111 


The  1980  membership  year  has  been  one  of  successful 
implementation  of  innovative  redirection  within  the 
organization.  With  the  1980  membership  running  ahead  of 
levels  recorded  this  same  date  last  year,  it  is  quite  evident 
that  membership  is  once  again  on  the  rise,  and  rightfully 
so.  We  are  becoming  younger  and  more  visible  as  our 
nation’s  leaders  among  veterans.  Our  enrollment  of 
Vietnam  veterans  is  increasing.  We  now  have  more  than 

700.000  among  our  ranks,  compared  to  approximately 

50.000  Korean  veterans,  1,395,000  World  War  II  veterans 
and  approximately  100,000  World  War  I veterans. 

New  Eligibility  Dates  for  Vietnam  Era 

Delegates  attending  the  1979  National  Convention  in 
Houston,  Texas,  voted  to  amend  Article  IV,  Section  1 of 
the  National  Constitution  which  resulted  in  a change  of 
eligibility  for  Vietnam  Era  Veterans.  New  eligibility  dates 
for  the  Vietnam  Era  are  now  Dec.  22,  1961,  to  May  7, 
1975. 

1980  Commanders  Who  Help  America  Work 

Twenty-five  Post  Commanders  and  15  District  Com- 
manders will  be  guests  of  the  National  Commander  at  the 
1980  National  Convention.  The  25  Post  Commanders  were 


selected  from  approximately  1,300  Post  Commanders 
whose  posts  had  achieved  an  all-time  high  by  March  31. 
The  District  Commanders  were  selected  from  those  dis- 
tricts which  exceeded  their  previous  year’s  membership  by 
May  1,  1980.  These  guests  of  the  National  Commander 
will  receive  special  citations  on  the  convention  platform  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  convention.  Several  Department 
Commanders  and  Department  Membership  Chairmen  will 
be  selected  to  receive  special  recognition  for  excelling  in 
membership  in  1980.  These  programs  are  made  possible  by 
a special  monetary  awards  system  which  continues  to 
prove  itself  as  an  innovative  membership  tool. 

17th  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 

The  17th  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop  was 
held  at  National  Headquarters  July  31 -Aug.  1,  1980.  The 
goal  of  the  17th  Annual  National  Workshop  was  to 
achieve  a greater  participation  by  individual  Legionnaires 
in  examining  the  membership  objective  of  The  American 
Legion.  This  exchange  of  ideas  on  a national  scale  con- 
tinues to  be  one  of  the  best  methods  of  determining  the 
future  of  The  American  Legion. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  eight  Regional  Confer- 
ences during  which  we  will  take  our  Membership  Work- 
shop to  the  field.  These  Regional  Conferences  are 
scheduled  for  September  and  October. 

New  Posts 
POSTS  CHARTERED 
6/1/79  to  5/30/80 


No.  of  posts  as  of  5/30/79 15,889 

No.  of  posts  cancelled  as  of  5/30/80  136 

No.  of  posts  chartered  as  of  5/30/80  101 

No.  of  posts  as  of  5/30/80 15,854 


New  post  formation  in  urban  areas  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  tasks  confronting  The  American  Legion.  The 
Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Department  of  Colorado,  has  developed  a 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  draws  the  name 
of  the  first  lucky  post  commander  from  among  25,  so 
honored,  to  win  an  expense  paid  trip  to  the  1980  Boston 
National  Convention.  He  is  assisted  by  Gary  Sammons, 
chairman,  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee. 
The  25  names  were  selected  by  lot  from  among  some  1,300 
eligible  post  commanders  who  had  established  all-time 
high  memberships  in  their  home  posts  by  March  31,  1980. 
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“Metropolitan  New  Post  Marketing  Plan.”  This  plan  has 
been  proven  successful  and  is  now  being  implemented  in 
several  departments.  The  premise  of  the  plan  is  that  any 
organization,  no  matter  how  great  its  programs  or  how 
large  its  membership,  must  continually  adjust  to  the 
changes  of  the  society  it  serves.  The  American  Legion  and 
its  membership  programs  are  no  exception.  The  “Metro- 
politan New  Post  Marketing  Plan”  sets  forth  a method  by 
which  unchartered  new  communities  may  realize  a new 
post,  and  at  the  same  time  establishes  a procedure  for 
organizing  the  core  city  and  reorganizing  once-active 
posts. 

Operation  Welcome  Back 

Operation  Welcome  Back  was  successful  again  this  year 
resulting  directly  in  the  renewal  of  7,516  delinquent  mem- 
berships. Individual  certificates  of  accomplishment  for  this 
program  have  been  mailed  to  1,121  Legionnaires  in 
appreciation  of  their  participation. 

This  program  continues  to  prove  valuable  also  by  assist- 
ing National  Headquarters  in  keeping  its  membership 
mailing  list  up  to  date  through  changes  of  addresses  and 
deletion  of  deceased  members  reported  on  Welcome  Back 
cards. 

“We  Help  America  Work” 

In  the  January  meeting  of  the  Membership  and  Post 
Activities  Committee  the  present  theme,  “We  Help 
America  Work,”  was  continued  for  the  1981  year. 

The  committee  feels  that  accomplishments  of  The 
American  Legion  since  1919  clearly  exemplify  the  im- 
portant role  we  play  in  shaping  and  maintaining  our  na- 
tion. It  is  through  the  courage  and  dedication  of  our 
association  together  that  we  meet  the  challenges  of  our 
community,  state  and  nation.  In  continuing  this  theme,  the 
Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  calls  upon  all 
Legionnaires  to  strengthen  our  bonds  as  members  of  The 
American  Legion  so  that  we  might  strengthen  our  ability  to 
help  America  work. 

American  Legion  Open  House  — May  24,  1980 

Thousands  of  American  Legion  Posts  across  the  nation 
threw  open  their  doors  on  May  24,  1980,  and  invited  the 
general  public  in  to  their  post  homes  to  view  first  hand  the 
programs  of  The  American  Legion.  The  objective  of  the 
open  house  was  to  better  inform  the  public  about  the  serv- 
ices and  programs  of  our  organization,  thereby  en- 
hancing the  image  of  The  American  Legion.  A highlight  of 
the  Open  House  festivities  was  a salute  to  “Kilroy,”  that 
phantom  veteran  of  three  wars.  A thirteen-foot  replica  of 
“Kilroy”  rode  on  a special  American  Legion  float  in  the  na- 
tionally televised  Indianapolis  500  Festival  Parade  on 
Open  House  day.  “Kilroy  Was  Here,”  May  24,  1980. 

Unofficial  Membership  Awards 

Fifty  departments  qualified  for  1980  Early  Bird  Awards. 
Accordingly,  citations  were  presented  to  Commanders  and 


Adjutants  of  the  following  departments:  Virginia,  Florida, 
Arizona,  Mississippi,  Rhode  Island,  Minnesota,  California, 
Louisiana,  Delaware,  Iowa,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Wyoming,  South  Carolina,  Alaska,  Oregon,  Ohio,  Mis- 
souri, Colorado,  Michigan,  Connecticut,  Utah,  New 
Hampshire,  Kentucky,  District  of  Columbia,  Massa- 
chusetts, Oklahoma,  Nevada,  South  Dakota,  Panama 
Canal,  Maryland,  Idaho,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Ne- 
braska, Mexico,  Texas,  France,  Wisconsin,  Montana, 
Indiana,  Washington,  Vermont,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
Kansas,  Arkansas,  West  Virginia,  Maine  and  New  Mexico. 

The  Big  Ten  Departments  for  1980  are  Minnesota,  Ohio, 
Louisiana,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota,  North  Dakota,  Ari- 
zona, South  Carolina,.  Delaware  and  Utah. 

Seventeen  departments  achieved  100  percent  scores  in 
the  Goose  Egg  Competition.  The  following  departments 
had  100  percent  of  their  posts  reporting  one  or  more  mem- 
bers for  1980:  Indiana,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Ohio 
for  Category  I;  Florida,  Maryland  and  Nebraska  for  Cate- 
gory II;  North  Dakota  for  Category  III;  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  for  Category  IV;  Nevada,  Delaware 
and  Idaho  for  Category  V and  Panama  Canal,  France  and 
Mexico  for  Category  VI. 


Churchill  T.  Williams  (Iowa),  Chairman 
Webber  LaGrange  (Indiana),  National  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Allen  (Minnesota),  Finance  Director 


The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to 
prepare  a yearly  budget  for  submission  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  and  to  exercise  reasonable  control  to 
see  that  the  various  divisions  and/or  departments  of  the 
National  Organization  operate  within  the  approved  appro- 
priations. The  Finance  Commission  is  composed  of  seven 
members  with  the  National  Adjutant  as  ex-officio  secre- 
tary, and  the  National  Commander  and  National 
Treasurer  are  ex-officio  members.  Also  attending  these 
meetings  are  both  Executive  Directors  and  the  Finance 
Director. 

The  National  Organization  receives  $3.50  dues  per  mem- 
ber, which  is  allocated  as  follows: 

$1.75  to  the  General  Fund 

$1.50  to  The  American  Legion  Magazine 

$ .25  to  Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation 
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Since  some  allocations  were  insufficient  to  pay  for  their 
operations,  the  Commission  found  it  necessary  to  provide 
additional  monies  from  the  General  Fund: 

The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  for  $300,000. 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  for  $50,000. 

A full  financial  statement  is  incorporated  in  the  Audi- 
tor’s Report  and  in  addition,  your  attention  is  directed  to 
the  reports  of  Committees  and  Trusts  which  are  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  Commission,  and  can  be  found  else- 
where in  this  program. 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Committee 

American  Legion  Emblem  Committee 

American  Legion  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust 

The  Finance  Commission,  through  a conservative  policy 
on  spending,  stringent  controls,  high  interest  rates  on  our 
investments  and  a decrease  in  anticipated  magazine  ex- 
penses, is  pleased  to  report  a net  income  for  the  year  of 
$944,284.51.  This  is  an  increase  of  $79,274.46  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  income  of  the  National  Organization  is  derived 
from  annual  membership  dues,  interests  on  investments, 
Magazine  advertisements,  Emblem  sales  and  contribu- 
tions. 

The  improvement  in  net  income  for  1979  has  resulted  in 
the  postponement  of  a recommendation  for  a dues  increase 
at  this  time. 


CONDENSED  REPORT  ON 
NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES  DIVISION 

Clayton  C.  Schlick  (Iowa),  Chairman 
Alfred  L.  Lankenau  Jr.  (Indiana),  General  Manager 


The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  National  Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem, 
emblem  pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem  and  other 
items  of  organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  The  following 
tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earnings,  etc.,  for  the  entire 
calendar  year  1979  and  for  the  first  three  months  of  1980. 

January  1 to  December  31,  1979 
(12  months) 

Gross  sales $3,409,811 

Cost  of  goods  sold 2,078,487 

Overhead 943,953 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . .387,371 

January  1 to  March  31,  1980 
(3  months) 

Gross  sales $1,130,353 

Cost  of  goods  sold  691,908 

Overhead 262,714 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . . 175,731 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE 

AND  TRUST  COMMITTEE 

. 

Harold  E.  Heinly  (California),  Chairman 
Gone  L.  Fattlg  (Indiana),  Director 


On  April  1,  1980,  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan  marked  its  22nd  anniversary.  It  was  officially 
adopted  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  on  Feb.  22,  1958.  The  Plan  is  one  of  the  out- 
standing “Fringe  Benefits”  offered  by  membership.  The  In- 
surance Committee  is  assigned  for  jurisdictional  purposes 
to  the  National  Finance  Commission,  and  reports  through 
the  Commission  to  the  National  Executive  Committee. 
The  Insurance  Department  is  staffed  by  a National  Head- 
quarters employee  who  serves  as  Director  of  the  Insurance 
Office,  which  is  administered  by  the  Youngberg-Carlson 
Company,  Inc.,  housed  in  Chicago,  111. 

Your  Insurance  Committee  has  met  two  times  since  the 
last  report  and  is  pleased  to  again  announce  that  the  plan 
continues  to  experience  growth.  This  is  due  in  part,  to  the 
fact  that  The  American  Legion  has  recognized  a need  to 
keep  pace  with  the  economy  of  our  nation.  Consequently, 
the  committee  periodically  sought  approval  from  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  to  increase  the  maximum 
number  of  units  for  which  the  members  could  apply  under 
the  plan.  The  most  recent  action  in  that  respect  occurred 
Jan.  1,  1980,  when  the  maximum  number  of  available 
units  was  raised  from  six  to  eight.  Legionnaires  who  were 
eligible  for  a maximum  of  $60,000  protection  before  can 
now  apply  for  up  to  $80,000  in  Legion  Life  benefits. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  passed  a resolution 
granting  a 15  percent  increase  in  all  death  benefits  for  the 
calendar  year  1980.  This  is  the  11th  time,  in  the  22-year 
history  in  which  an  increase  of  this  nature  has  been  made. 
Example:  The  $80,000  policy  becomes  $92,000  and  a 
$10,000  benefit  is  worth  $11,500.  The  astounding  fact  is 
that  cost  per  unit  has  never  increased.  It  remained  only  $24 
a year. 

This  is  a group  plan  and,  in  fact,  the  largest  (numerically 
speaking)  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  is  underwritten  by 
the  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company  of  California.  The 
coverage  is  arranged  under  a group  policy  for  members  in 
all  states  except  permanent  residents  of  Florida,  Illinois, 
New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Texas,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin, 
who  are  insured  under  individual  policies.  The  United 
States  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
insures  permanent  residents  of  New  York  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  Insurance  Plan  is  a polished  tool,  designed  to  attract 
young  potential  members  as  well  as  help  to  retain  mem- 
bers. Membership  workers  should  not  overlook  this 
“fringe  benefit  program”  when  working  to  increase  their 
Post’s  membership. 

Premiums  and/or  contributions  paid  for  1979  coverage 
amounted  to  $4,854,524.  Contributions  have  continued  to 
grow  throughout  the  years.  After  the  close  of  each  calen- 
dar year  and  after  all  claims  and  administrative  expenses 
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have  been  paid  in  the  Group  States,  the  unused  premiums 
are  placed  in  the  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust. 
There  is  in  excess  of  $3.6  million  in  this  Trust  Fund. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  has  for  some 
years  helped  support  the  National  Oratorical  Contests  and 
The  American  Legion  Baseball  Program.  The  expenditures 
for  1980  include  $235,000  for  the  Baseball  Program  and 
the  awards  for  Oratorical  Contests  are  as  follows:  $8,000 
for  1st  Place;  $5,000  for  2nd  Place;  $3,000  for  3rd  Place 
and  $2,000  for  4th  Place.  In  addition  each  of  our  58  De- 
partment winners  attending  the  regional  contest  receives  a 
$500  scholarship  award.  Without  question,  these  two  out- 
standing youth  programs  help  shape  tomorrow’s  leaders. 

Over  the  past  22  years  more  than  20,500  death  claims 
have  been  paid,  totaling  over  $33  million  in  benefits.  Dur- 
ing 1980,  1,285,784  Legionnaires  received  a multiple  mail- 
ing of  insurance  brochures  totaling  3,857,352  pieces.  In 
addition  67,000  Legionnaires  received  a computer  letter  re- 
minding them  that  the  plan  provides  additional  units, 
should  they  wish  to  increase  their  present  coverage.  Con- 
siderable insurance  information,  as  well  as  applications, 
was  mailed  from  the  Chicago  Insurance  Office  to  thous- 
ands of  Posts  throughout  the  world  and  postage  cost  for 
this  mailing  alone  exceeded  $8,000.  During  the  fiscal  year 
Oct.  1,  1979  to  Oct.  1,  1980,  approximately  $226,000  will 
have  been  spent  for  advertising  in  the  American  Legion 
Magazine. 


Each  year  on  or  about  Oct.  15  all  insured  Legionnaires 
are  requested  to  report  their  next  year’s  membership  card 
number  when  tendering  remittance  to  cover  the  annual 
premium  due  for  the  new  calendar  year. 

Remember,  your  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 
always  pays  in  addition  to  any  other  life  insurance  bene- 
fits; it  is  not  intended  in  any  way  to  replace  any  existing 
coverage  you  may  have.  It  simply  makes  possible  thous- 
ands of  dollars  of  extra  security  at  incredibly  low  cost. 


For  further  information  write  to  the  American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan,  222  North  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago, 
IL  60601,  Attention:  Gene  L.  Fattig,  Director. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PREMIUM  GROWTH  1958  mu  1979 
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The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program  is  one 
of  service  to  our  nation’s  war  time  veterans  and  their  de- 
pendents and  beneficiaries.  It  is  a national  policy  for  the 
country  to  make  the  highest  quality  of  rehabilitation  and 
readjustment  services  available  to  its  veterans,  and  to  grant 
to  those  who  are  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  those  deceased,  benefits  commensurate  with  their  needs. 
The  members  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission  and  every  member  of  its  staff  take  pride  in  the 
part  they  are  privileged  to  play  in  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  this  program. 

The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program  has, 
as  usual,  had  a busy  year.  Since  the  last  National  Conven- 
tion, a number  of  Public  Laws  that  improved  the  veterans’ 
benefits  program  have  been  enacted.  Some  of  these  laws 
relate  to  approved  mandates  of  The  American  Legion. 
Among  them: 

Public  Law  96-128,  the  Veterans  Disability  Compensa- 
tion and  Survivors  Benefits  Amendments  of  1979,  ap- 
proved Nov.  28,  1979,  which  provided  a 9.9  percent  cost- 
of-living  increase  in  the  rates  of  compensation  paid  to 
veterans,  and  in  the  rates  payable  to  survivors  of  veterans. 
In  addition,  the  law  modified  certain  veterans’  life  insur- 
ance programs  and  provided  for  certain  assistance  in  locat- 


AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PAIO  CLAIMS  1958-MARCH  31,1980 
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$2,000,000  $3,000,000  $25,000,000  $30,000,000 


ing  individuals  who  were  exposed  to  occupational  hazards 
during  military  service  - specifically,  veterans  who  might 
have  been  exposed  to  Agent  Orange  and  atomic  tests. 

Public  Law  96-151,  the  Veterans  Health  Programs  Ex- 
tension and  Improvement  Act  of  1979,  approved  Dec.  20, 
1979,  which  provided  a number  of  needed  improvements 
in  the  Veterans  Administration  Medical  Program.  Major 
provisions  of  the  new  law  corrected  or  improved  many 
areas  of  the  medical  program  long  sought  by  The  Amer- 
ican Legion. 

As  of  the  writing  of  this  report,  the  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Director  has  appeared  before  Subcom- 
mittees in  the  House  and  Senate  to  express  The  American 
Legion’s  positions  on  veterans’  medical  care  in  the  pro- 
posed budget  the  President  has  submitted  to  Congress  for 
FY  1981. 

The  American  Legion  views  with  alarm  the  severe  cut- 
backs in  the  VA  medical  care  programs  being  proposed  by 
the  Administration  and  the  Committees  on  the  Budget. 
That  program  has  been  grievously  damaged  by  earlier  ac- 
tions of  the  Administration,  and  we  have  informed  the 
Congress  that  the  program  cannot  sustain  further  funding 
shortfalls. 

A decade  ago,  VA  operated  107,633  beds.  Today  it 
operates  84,351  beds  - a loss  of  23,282  beds  in  10  years. 
The  Administration,  in  its  original  Budget  Message  in  Jan- 
uary 1980,  projected  closing  an  additional  1,600  beds  dur- 
ing FY  1981 . VA  officers  have  publicly  stated  VA  policy  to 
close  an  additional  13,000  beds  during  the  next  seven  fiscal 
years.  This  will  reduce  operating  beds  to  near  70,000,  at  a 
time  when  the  average  age  of  the  12  million  surviving  veter- 
ans of  World  War  II  will  be  65  years. 

Such  massive  reductions  give  rise  to  fears  the  Adminis- 
tration intends  to  close  out  the  system  — or  to  merge  it 
with  a national  health  insurance  program.  The  American 
Legion  objects  bitterly  to  further  bed  closings.  This 


Pictured  above  are  the  1980-81  officers  of  the  Department 
Service  Officers  organization  elected  at  the  20th  Annual 
Washington  Conference  in  February.  They  are  (left  to 
right):  President  Val  Likens  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Vice 
President  Al  Krank  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  Chaplain 
Benjamin  Truskoski  of  Hartford,  Connecticut  and  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Fred  C.  Heinle  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 
Not  present  when  this  photo  was  taken  was  Sergeant-At- 
Arms  Moalton  Lyles  of  the  Department  of  France. 


method  of  reducing  the  system  approximates  outright  dis- 
honesty. A more  honest  approach  would  be  for  the 
Administration  to  state  publicly  that  it  will  reduce  the  sys- 
tem because  it  does  not  want  to  spend  the  money  on  sick 
and  disabled  veterans. 

Other  medical  programs  which  will  sustain  severe  cut- 
backs are: 

Outpatient  Visits  — A cap  of  18  million  has  been  pro- 
jected for  FY  1981.  This  will  not  meet  the  escalating  de- 
mand for  visits. 

Beneficiary  Travel  — Funding  for  this  program  is  cur- 
rently some  $9  million  short  for  FY  1980.  Eligible  veterans 
are  entitled  by  law  to  be  reimbursed  for  beneficiary  travel. 
The  American  Legion  supports  VA  efforts  to  closely  moni- 
tor such  travel  and  to  require  strict  management  controls. 
However,  the  cost  of  the  program  cannot  be  considered  ex- 
cessive in  relation  to  the  goals  achieved  — limitation  of  de- 
mand for  bed  care. 

Medical  and  Prosthetic  Research  — This  program  has 
been  seriously  affected  by  short-funding  over  the  past  sev- 
eral years.  Research  is  an  essential  element  of  the  triad  of 
veterans’  medical  care.  The  program  as  it  exists  today  will 
not  survive  substantial  damage  to  any  element  of  the  triad. 


National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  welcomes 
Senator  Strom  Thurmond  of  South  Carolina  to  Legion 
reception  for  members  of  the  Congress.  Senator  Thur- 
mond is  a member  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Veterans 

Affairs. 


William  F.  Lenker,  chairman,  National  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission,  thanks  Dr.  Donald  L. 
Curtis,  chief  medical  director,  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion, for  his  message  as  a guest  speaker  before  the  VA  and 
R Commission  during  the  1980  Washington  Conference. 
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Further  reductions  in  budget  authority  for  this  program 
will  cause  serious  damage. 

Of  equal  concern  to  The  American  Legion  are  other  pro- 
grams administered  by  the  Veterans  Administration  that 
warrant  special  attention.  The  proposed  increase  in  com- 
pensation, including  dependency  and  indemnity  compen- 
sation, is  consistent  with  similar  legislative  action  during 
these  times  of  perennial  inflation.  The  beneficiaries  are 
those  with  service-related  disabilities,  including  those  who 
were  wounded  in  combat,  and  the  survivors  of  those  who 
died  as  a result  of  military  service.  Few  will  disagree  these 
have  the  highest  priority  claim  on  the  generosity  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

Also  moving  through  Congress  at  this  time  is  the  recom- 
mended increase  in  education  and  training  allowances 
under  what  are  known  as  the  GI  bill  programs.  None  of 
these  beneficiaries  have  received  an  increase  in  their  allow- 
ances since  Oct.  1,  1977.  Inflation  has  totalled  in  excess  of 
30  percent  during  that  time.  The  American  Legion  believes 
a minimum  15  percent  increase  should  be  granted  to  these 
beneficiaries.  They  certainly  have  a claim  on  the  deepest 
concern  of  the  Congress. 

While  the  limelight  may  be  focused  on  legislative  or 
other  administrative  activity,  service  to  individual  veterans 
and  their  dependents  remains  one  of  the  most  important 
activities  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Commission.  We  will  continue  our  efforts  to  carry  out 
The  American  Legion’s  policies  under  the  mandates  of  the 
National  Convention  and  the  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee. 


“The  American  Legion  has,  since  its  inception,  advocated 
a strong  national  defense.  We  firmly  believe  that  the  only 
way  to  have  peace  in  the  world  is  to  maintain  a force  ade- 
quate to  defend  our  security  interest  in  any  part  of  the 
world  as  well  as  to  deter  those  who  want  to  ‘bury’  us  and 
our  freedom.  ” 

(Statement  of  position  on  National 
Security,  61st  National  Convention) 

With  the  invasion  of  Afghanistan  by  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  continued  holding  of  American  hostages  by  ter- 


rorists in  Iran,  the  question  of  readiness  of  the  United 
States  Armed  Forces  has  come  to  the  forefront. 

Testimony  before  the  Armed  Services  Committee  by 
high  ranking  military  personnel  has  highlighted  some  ser- 
ious deficiencies  in  our  strategic  and  general  purpose 
forces.  Gen.  Richard  B.  Ellis,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Strategic  Air  Command,  recently  testified  before  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee  that  “At  the  present 
time,  however  ...  I can  only  state  that  by  today’s  mea- 
surements, an  adverse  strategic  imbalance  (between  the 
U.S.  and  the  USSR)  has  developed  and  will  continue  for 
several  years  to  come.  This  imbalance  exists  not  only  when 
our  forces  are  in  a day-to-day  alert  posture  (the  worst  case) 
but  also  when  fully  generated  (the  best  case).” 

Also,  Admiral  Thomas  B.  Hayward,  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  stated  “We  are  trying  to  meet  three-ocean  re- 
quirements with  a one-and-a-half  ocean  Navy.”  Secretary 
of  the  Air  Force  Hans  M.  Mark,  in  testimony  before  the 
Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  pointed  out  another 
serious  deficiency  in  the  manpower  area.  He  testified  that 
second-term  enlisted  personnel  retention  rates  have  de- 
clined from  75  percent  to  60  percent,  and  career  re-enlist- 
ments have  dropped  from  97  percent  to  91  percent.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  there  is  a retention  problem  for  mid- 
career pilots  and  navigators. 

For  example,  in  1976,  of  every  100  pilots,  only  50  re- 
mained at  the  11th  year  of  service.  In  1980,  the  Air  Force 
expects  to  lose  75  out  of  every  100  pilots  at  their  11th  year 
of  service.  The  Air  Force  is  not  the  only  service  exper- 
iencing short-falls  in  the  career  force.  The  Navy  has  more 
than  96  ships  that  fall  into  the  categories  of  doubtful 
readiness  or  plain  unreadiness  as  a result  of  a shortage  of 
20,000  senior  enlisted  men.  A considerable  number  of 
Army  platoons  exist  only  on  paper  because  they  lack  the 
soldiers  to  fill  them  or  the  sergeants  to  lead  them,  or  both. 
The  Army’s  shortage:  46,000  non-commissioned  officers. 
The  Coast  Guard  and  the  Marine  Corps  also  are  experienc- 
ing similar  short-falls. 


General  David  C.  Jones,  U.S.  Air  Force,  chairman  of  the 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  welcomes  National  Commander 
Frank  I.  Hamilton  to  his  Pentagon  office  where  the  two 
discuss  some  of  the  current  pressing  national  security 
problems.  General  Jones  is  scheduled  to  be  the  military 
speaker  for  the  1980  National  Convention. 
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As  in  the  past,  the  National  Security  Commission  and  its 
Committees  are  striving  to  insure  that  our  armed  forces  are 
properly  manned  with  the  best  qualified  personnel  and  that 
the  weapon  systems  are  sufficient  to  assure  the  American 
policy  of  realistic  deterrence. 

After  reviewing  the  Administration’s  1981  revised  bud- 
get request,  National  Commander  Frank  I.  Hamilton  ad- 
vised the  Chairmen  of  the  Senate  and  House  Armed  Serv- 
ice Committees  and  the  Defense  Appropriations  Subcom- 
mittees that  it  is  totally  inadequate  as  submitted.  He  said 
“.  . . the  revised  budget  request  falls  some  $200  million 
short  of  even  covering  increased  fuel  costs.  It  does  not  in- 
clude new  funds  for  the  Rapid  Deployment  Force  deemed 
essential  to  protect  our  interest.  Nor  does  it  cover  our  cost 
of  maintaining  the  two-carrier  force  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
Additionally,  it  does  not  allow  for  the  16  percent  increase 
in  inflation.  Most  importantly,  it  does  not  address  the  issue 
of  adequate  compensation  for  our  military  personnel.” 

The  National  Commander  went  on  to  strongly  urge  each 
of  the  Chairmen  and  the  members  of  their  respective  com- 
mittees to  approve  specific  authorization  and  funding  to 
cover  the  Rapid  Deployment  Force,  Indian  Ocean  opera- 
tions, increased  fuel  costs,  a realistic  inflation  index  and 
adequate  compensation  for  our  military  personnel  and 
their  families. 

The  President  and  his  cabinet,  committees  and  Members 
of  Congress  and  key  government  officials  have  been  ap- 
prised of  The  American  Legion’s  views  on  vital  defense  is- 
sues embodied  in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  our  National 
Conventions. 

In  addition,  appearances  have  been  made  before,  or 
testimony  presented  to,  the  Committees  of  the  U.S.  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  on  key  defense  issues.  The 
thrust  of  this  testimony  includes:  support  for  the  stand-off 
penetrating  bomber  mixed  force  concept;  support  for  air 
launched  cruise  missiles;  support  for  MX  missile;  moderni- 
zation of  the  U.S.  Air  Force;  support  for  a strong  mer- 


Brigadier  General  Walter  Mehl,  U.S.  Army,  deputy  direc- 
tor of  Manpower,  Plans  and  Budget  of  the  Army  Person- 
nel staff,  explains  shortages  being  faced  by  the  armed 
forces  in  a message  of  the  Legion’s  National  Security  Com- 
mission during  1980  Washington  Conference.  Commission 
Chairman  Milton  A.  Pilcher  is  seated  at  the  speaker’s 

right. 


chant  marine;  revitalization  of  the  Selective  Service  Sys- 
tem; adequate  compensation  and  benefits  for  members  of 
the  armed  forces;  opposition  to  the  DOD  military  retire- 
ment program;  and  modernization  of  the  U.S.  Navy. 

The  American  Legion  through  its  testimony  continued 
to  urge  that  the  Congress  support  an  adequate  defense 
budget,  thereby  insuring  the  strategic  superiority  of  our 
forces  both  now  and  in  the  future. 

ROTC  MEDALS 

Forty-one  Departments  with  ROTC  units  supported  the 
ROTC  program.  The  Departments  promoted  and  publi- 
cized The  American  Legion  ROTC  Medals  Program  by  en- 
couraging their  posts  to  participate  in  the  awarding  of 
medals  to  outstanding  young  men  and  women  enrolled  in 
the  ROTC  program.  Posts  responded  to  this  encourage- 
ment by  awarding  897  medals  between  July  1,  1978,  and 
June  30,  1979.  Presentations  were  made  to  267  ROTC 
units  in  40  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

BLOOD  DONOR  ACTIVITIES 

During  the  period  June  1,  1978  to  May  31,  1979,  33 
Departments  participated  in  The  American  Legion  Blood 
Donor  Program.  The  Department  of  Rhode  Island  re- 
ceived the  first  of  two  National  Commander  blood  awards 
for  the  highest  percentage  of  post  participation  — 96 
percent.  The  second  National  Commander’s  award  was 
shared  by  the  Departments  of  California  and  Wisconsin. 
Each  had  34  percent  of  their  membership  donating  blood. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  Holiday  Blood  Drive 
during  1979  in  cooperation  with  the  American  National 
Red  Cross.  The  American  Legion  continues  to  participate 
as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Blood  Commission. 


(Continued  on  page  128) 


Retired  Admiral  Thomas  H.  Moorer,  U.S.  Navy,  former 
chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  receives  an  Amer- 
ican Legion  citation  in  appreciation  of  his  many  courtesies 
to  the  organization  during  his  active  duty  years  and  since 
his  retirement.  The  presentation  is  made  by  Dr.  Robert  P. 
Foster,  chairman  of  the  National  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission, during  a joint  session  of  Security  and  Foreign 
Relations  at  the  1980  Washington  Conference. 
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Exhibit  A 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expenses 


Year  Ended  December  31 


REVENUE: 

National  dues 

Deduct:  Dues  allocated  to: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  

Publications  Division 

Dues  available  for  current  operations  . 

Publications  Division  (including  dues  allocation) 

Emblem  Division 

Restricted  income 

Other  income  


EXPENSES: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division 

Salaries  

Employee  benefits  

Executive  and  staff  travel  

Commission  and  committee 

Operational 

Office 

Occupancy  and  usage 

Special  projects  (net  of  related  income) 

Charges  to  other  areas  (Publications,  Emblem, 
Children  and  Youth,  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation)  


EXCESS  OF  REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES  — exhibit  C 


1979 

$ 9,211,840 


( 657,260) 

( 3,946,362) 

4,608,218 

6,410,450 

3,409,812 

385,278 

1,008,456 

15,822,214 


6,359,043 

3,032,273 

3,187,029 

791,869 

308,720 

692,855 

775,274 

565,676 

619,191 

566,083 


( 2,040,623) 
14,857,390 

$ 964,824 


1978 

$ 9,237,813 


( 659,288) 

( 3,959,883) 

4,618,642 

6,264,269 

3,026,854 

369,660 

841,951 

15,121,376 


6,330,375 

2,762,112 

3,078,070 

787,873 

292,424 

569,192 

745,013 

569,384 

641,574 

503,484 


( 2,287,346) 
13,992,155 

$ 1,129,221 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Balance  Sheet 


AOCPTQ 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Cash  

Accounts  receivable: 

Emblem  and  Publications  Divisions 

Other 

Inventories: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division 

Prepaid  expenses,  supplies,  advances  and  deposits 
Investments  - at  cost  (market  value  $13,459,264 
in  1979  and  $12,444,478  in  1978)  - note  2 ... 
Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment  — at  cost  — 
net  of  accumulated  depreciation  of  $634,866 

in  1979  and  $564,654  in  1978 

Washington,  D.C.  real  estate  - note  3 


December  31 


1979 

1978 

572,991 

$ 689,377 

297,416 

35,055 

335,800 

68,449 

859,045 

640,557 

323,477 

638,457 

577,300 

290,329 

13,945,661 

12,750,445 

405,371 

845,117 

406,383 

845,117 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund  - note  7: 

Uninvested  cash 

Investments  - at  cost  (market  value  $356,574  in 
1979  and  $338,905  in  1978) 


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Trust  Fund  - note  8: 

Uninvested  cash 

Investments  - at  cost  (market  value  $1,145,680  in 
1979  and  $851,328  in  1978) 


Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund  — note  9: 

Uninvested  cash 

Accounts  receivable  from  participating  units 

Investments  - at  cost  (market  value  $10,517,724 
in  1979  and  $9,139,744  in  1978)  


17,924,690  16,601,657 


6,639 

394,401 

401,040 


11,630 

379,289 

390,919 


7,680 

1,167,158 

1,174,838 


7,469 

880,363 


887,832 


7,065 

58,288 

10,570,035 

10,635,388 

$30,135,956 


33,801 

66,674 

9,567,757 

9,668,232 

$27,548,640 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  B 


December  31 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUNDS 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Liabilities: 

Accounts  payable 

Employees’  withholdings 

Accrued  state  and  federal  taxes 

Emblem  merchandise  undelivered 

Membership  life  insurance  premiums  payable  — note  4 
Deferred  income: 

Dues  received  in  advance 

Subscriptions  received  in  advance  

Total  liabilities 

Current  fund  balances  — notes  5 and  6 — exhibit  C: 
Restricted: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  

Children  and  Youth  Fund 

Restricted  Fund  — note  2 

Reserve  Fund  — note  2 

Freedom  Bell  Fund 

Pershing  Memorial  Museum  Fund 

Other  restricted  funds  

Appropriated  surplus  reserves  

Unappropriated  surplus 

Total  fund  balances 


NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS  — exhibit  C: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund  — note  7: 
Fund  balance 


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Trust  Fund  — note  8: 
Fund  balance 


Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund  — note  9: 
Fund  balance 


1979 

1978 

$ 597,675 

$ 632,477 

3,974 

5,527 

700 

969 

116,089 

106,532 

636,754 

524,900 

4,094,931 

3,944,667 

3,078,306 

2,953,228 

8,528,429 

8,168,300 

801,791 

627,961 

77,973 

106,446 

3,253,376 

3,035,164 

2,135,225 

1,935,243 

155,400 

163,075 

— 

60,000 

96,081 

85,096 

1,648,701 

1,434,722 

1,227,714 

985,650 

9,396,261 

8,433,357 

17,924,690 

16,601,657 

401,040 

390,919 

401,040 

390,919 

1,174,838 

887,832 

1,174,838 

887,832 

10,635,388 

9,668,232 

10,635,388 

9,668,232 

$30,135,956 

$27,548,640 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1979 

Current  Fund  Balances 


BALANCES,  JANUARY  1, 1979  

ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation  . . . 
American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 
Corporation  income  transferred 

to  the  Legion 

Contributions  received 

Funds  received  for  oratorical 

contest  prizes 

Investment  income  credited 

directly  to  funds 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  .... 


DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenses  charged  directly  to  funds  .... 

INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions  — note  6 . 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as 
unappropriated  surplus  — amount 
equal  to  1979  expenses  charged  to 
current  operations 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31, 1979 


Restricted 

Funds 

$6,012,985 

657,260 

525,000 

49,663 

44,000 

228,383 

1,504,306 

1,506,226 

508,781 


508,781 

$6,519,846 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  3) 


Appropriated 

Surplus 

Reserves 

$1,434,722 


319,610 


( 105,631) 
213,979 

$1,648,701 


(Exhibit  C - 
sheet  2) 
and 

(Exhibit  B) 


Unappropriated 

Surplus 

$ 985,650 


964,824 

964,824 


( 828,391) 

105,631 
( 722,760) 

$1,227,714 
(Exhibit  B) 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Overseas 

Graves 

Decoration 

Trust 


Nonexpendable  Trust  Funds 

Paid-Up- 

For-Life 

Membership 

Trust 


$390,919 


$ 887,832 


309,832 

23,254  93,380 

23,254  403,212 

13,133  116,206 


$401,040 


$1,174,838 


(Exhibit  B) 


(Exhibit  B) 


Employees’ 

Retirement 

Trust 

$ 9,668,232 


898,861 

601,003 

1,499,864 

532,708 


$10,635,388 
(Exhibit  B) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1979 


Current  Appropriated 


BALANCES,  JANUARY  1, 1979 


Publications 

Reserve 

$361,140 


Real  Estate 
Reserve 

$841,977 


Convention 

Reserve 

$ 60,000 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions  — note  6 50,000 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as 
unappropriated  surplus  - amount 
equal  to  1979  expenses  charged  to 

current  operations ( 8,384) 

41,616 


40,000 


40,000 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31, 1979 


$402,756  $841,977  $100,000 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Employee 

Insurance 

Premium 

Stabilization 

Reserve 

$126,950 


( 20,982) 
( 20,982) 


$105,968 


Exhibit  C 
Sheet  2 


Surplus  Reserves 


Indianapolis 

Telephone 

System 

Reserve 

Indianapolis 

Renovation 

Reserve 

Washington 

Renovation 

Reserve 

Total 

$ 

$44,655 

$ 

$1,434,722 

148,000 

31,610 

50,000 

319,610 

(76,265) 

( 105,631) 

148,000 

(44,655) 

50,000 

213,979 

$148,000  $ $50,000  $1,648,701 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  1) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1979 


BALANCES,  JANUARY  1, 1979  

ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation  . . . 
American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 
Corporation  income  transferred 

to  the  Legion 

Contributions  received 

Funds  received  for  oratorical 

contest  prizes 

Investment  income  credited 

directly  to  funds 


Current 


Veterans  Affairs 

Children 

And 

And 

Rehabilitation 

Youth 

Restricted 

Fund 

Fund 

Fund 

$ 627,961 

$106,446 

$3,035,164 

657,260 

367,500  157,500 

15,000  22,250 


220,998 

1,039,760  179,750  220,998 


DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenses  charged  directly  to  funds 1,165,930 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions  — note  6 300,000 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31, 1979  — exhibit  B $ 801,791 


208,223 


$ 77,973 


2,786 


$3,253,376 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  C 
Sheet  3 


Restricted  Funds 


Reserve 

Fund 

$1,935,243 


Freedom 

Bell 

Fund 

$163,075 


Pershing 

Memorial 

Museum 

Fund 

$60,000 


Other 

Restricted 

Funds 

$85,096 


12,413 

44,000 

7,385 

63,798 

18  7,675  60,000  61,594 


200,000 


$2,135,225  $155,400 


8,781 


$ . . . . $96,081 


Total 

$6,012,985 

657,260 

525,000 

49,663 

44,000 

228,383 

1,504,306 

1,506,226 

508,781 

$6,519,846 


(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  1) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Notes  to  Financial  Statements 

NOTE  1 - SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES: 

hv  »nGZn,e[? rThe  Americcan  Legi°n  National  Headquarters  (the  “Legion”)  is  a national  veterans  organization  which  was  declared  to  be  a corporate  body 

™m.:  E'°n  aCqU'red  a“  °f  'h'  aS“,S  and  aSSU"’e<l  °f  ""  li,bili,iK  °f  th'  un'ncorPora,ed 

iniss  fn“i?:Lrf„°crirh“  -h°d  °f — • . 

The  Legion  maintains  its  accounts  on  a modified  fund  accounting  basis  wherein  the  Legion’s  accountability  for  certain  segments  of  its  ODerations  are 
reflected  m restricted  tund  balances.  While  the  Legion’s  general  operations  are  reported  in  the  statement  of  revenue 

membership  dues,  contributions  and  other  receipts  and  expenditures  restricted  for  specific  Legion  projects  or  related  to  nonexpendable  trustVunds  are 
recorded  directly  to  the  restricted  funds  or  nonexpendable  trust  funds  involved  as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  changes  in  fund? balances. 

Inventories:  Inventories,  which  consist  of  Emblem  items  held  for  sale  and  magazine  paper  and  publication  rights,  are  valued  at  the  lower  of  cost  or 

market.  Supplies  which  are  not  intended  for  sale  are  expensed  when  purchased.  e ineioweroi  costor 

a'  “S‘  a"y  PremiUmS  °r  di“°Un,S  °n  U'S'  recognized  a,  ,he  time  of  disposal  o, 


l-  „ ^tUreand  Equipment:  Furniture  and  equipment  are  carried  at  cost  and  depreciated  on  the  straight-line  method  based  on  the  estimated  useful 
lives  ot  the  assets  involved.  Leasehold  improvements  and  repairs  are  expensed  when  incurred. 


Income:  Dues  are  recognized  as  income  in  the  applicable  membership  period  which  is  on  a calendar-year  basis. 

nFueedrodelnCOme  ^ ^ Legi°n  “ 6Xempt  fr0m  federal  inC°me  tax  (except  0n  related  business  income)  under  Section  501  of  the  Internal 


NOTE  2 - INVESTMENTS  (CURRENT  FUNDS): 


Cost 


December  31,  1979; 

United  States  Government  Obligations: 

U.S.  Treasury  bills  

U.S.  Treasury  notes  

U.S.  Treasury  bonds 

U.S.  Government  Agencies 

Certificates  of  deposit 

Commercial  paper 


Uninvested  cash 

Totals 

December  31,  1978: 

United  States  Government  Obligations: 

U.S.  Treasury  bills  

U.S.  Treasury  notes  

U.S.  Treasury  bonds 

U.S.  Government  Agencies 

Certificates  of  deposit 


Uninvested  cash 
Totals  .... 


Restricted 

Fund 

Reserve 

Fund 

Other 

Funds 

Total 

$3,071,307 

177,350 

$1,902,768 

231,854 

$ 306,490 
2,002,796 

4,247,774 

1,400,000 

600,000 

$ 306,490 

6,976,871 
409,204 
4,247,774 
1,400,000 
600,000 

3,248,657 

4,719 

2,134,622 

603 

8,557,060 

13,940,339 

5,322 

$3,253,376 

$2,135,225 

$8,557,060 

$13,945,661 

$ 49,008 

2,535,373 
445,495 

$ 44,106 

1,658,680 
231,854 

$2,407,623 

1,507,587 

2,714,828 

1,150,000 

$ 2,500,737 
5,701,640 
677,349 
2,714,828 
1,150,000 

3,029,876 

5,288 

1,934,640 

603 

7,780,038 

12,744,554 

5,891 

$3,035,164 

$1,935,243 

$7,780,038 

$12,750,445 

NOTE  3 — WASHINGTON,  D.C.  REAL  ESTATE: 

Since  1969,  depreciation  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  property  has  been  credited  to  accumulated  depreciation  with  a corresponding  amount  of 
“ents  and  *rash  added  t0  the  funded  depreciation  investment  account.  Depreciation  on  the  Washington,  D.C.  building,  which  was  constructed  in 
19. 1,  is  computed  on  the  straight-line  method,  using  a fifty-year  life.  Earnings  on  the  investments  are  unrestricted  and  have  been  reflected  as  other  income 
in  the  statement  of  revenue  and  expenses.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  carrying  value  of  the  real  estate  at  December  31,  1979  and  1978: 


Building  and  site  — at  cost 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation 

Add:  Funded  depreciation  (investments  and 
cash  - market  value  $373,348  in  1979  and 
$375,274  in  1978) 

Carrying  value 


1979 

1978 

$845,117 

$845,117 

417,073 

401,253 

428,044 

443,864 

417,073 

401,253 

$845,117 

$845,117 

NOTE  4 - MEMBERSHIP  LIFE  INSURANCE  PROGRAM: 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  has  created  a Trust  Fund  to  which  the  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  Citv 
issouri,  as  Trustee,  holds  legal  title.  The  accumulated  earnings  of  the  Trust  Fund  and  any  experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  received  from  the 
Legion S'  Wh'Ch  aggregate  t0  approximately  $3,328,000  as  of  December  31,  1979,  are  available  for  any  of  the  following  purposes,  if  approved  by  the 

( A ) To  increase  the  Trust  Fund. 

( B ) To  reduce  or  pay  in  full  the  life  insurance  premiums  thereafter  due  from  participants. 

( C ) To  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants. 

( D ) To  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

( E ) To  make  distributions  to  the  Legion  in  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the  interest  of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that 
such  distributions  are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a majority  of  the  participants. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  item  (E)  above,  the  Legion’s  National  Executive  Committee  has  approved  partial  funding  of  the  oratorical 
contest  and  the  baseball  and  other  programs  of  the  Legion.  At  December  31,  1979,  $295,000  in  Trust  Funds  had  been  appropriated  for  use  in  these 
designated  programs  during  1980. 
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NOTE  5 — CURRENT  RESTRICTED  FUNDS  AND  APPROPRIATED  SURPLUS  RESERVES: 

Receipts  which  are  restricted  in  nature  are  credited  directly  to  current  restricted  funds,  against  which  all  expenditures  for  the  related  project  , or 
programs  are  charged.  Periodically,  the  Legion  may  add  to  these  restricted  funds  through  allocations  from  unappropriated  surplus  for  >pecilic  future- 
purposes  and  projects. 

The  Restricted  Fund  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  Earnings,  a,  well  a. 
principal,  can  be  expended  only  on  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  a two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  two  successive  meetings. 

The  Reserve  Fund  also  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  The  earning  , of  the 

funds  may  be  used  for  the  general  operations  of  the  Legion,  but  the  principal  can  be  expended  only: 

( A ) By  action  of  the  Legion  at  its  national  convention,  or 

( B ) By  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  two  successive  meetings  not  less  than  sixty  days  apart. 

NOTE  6 — INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1979,  the  National  Finance  Commission  authorized  allocations  from  the  Legion’s  unappropriated  surplu-.  as 
follows: 

( A ) $300,000  to  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  to  provide  the  capital  to  continue  the  prescribed  purposes  of  the  Fund. 

( B ) $200,000  to  the  Reserve  Fund  to  provide  the  capital  to  continue  the  prescribed  purposes  of  the  Fund. 

( C ) $50,000  to  the  Publications  Reserve  to  provide  the  capital  to  continue  the  presribed  purposes  of  the  Fund. 

( D ) $31,610  to  fulfill  the  purpose  of  the  Indianapolis  Renovation  Reserve  related  to  building  renovation  costs  in  the  National  Headquarters 
building. 

( E ) $148,000  to  establish  the  Indianapolis  Telephone  System  Reserve  to  provide  funds  for  planned  changes  to  the  telephone  system  in  the  National 
Headquarters  building. 

( F ) $50,000  to  establish  the  Washington  Renovation  Reserve  to  be  used  for  building  renovation  costs  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  building. 

( G ) $40,000  to  the  Convention  Reserve  to  provide  additional  funds  for  the  prescribed  purpose. 

( H ) $8,781  to  other  restricted  funds  to  provide  capital  for  specified  projects. 

NOTE  7 — OVERSEAS  GRAVES  DECORATION  TRUST  FUND: 

The  earnings  of  the  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund  are  being  used  to  honor,  preserve  and  decorate  the  graves  of  those  who  served  in  the 
United  States  armed  forces  who  are  buried  overseas.  The  Trust  is  to  continue  at  the  will  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  Legion  or  the  National 
Executive  Committee.  The  trust  agreement  may  be  amended,  changed  or  succeeded  at  the  will  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  provided  that  the 
purpose  for  which  the  Trust  was  created  is  retained. 

NOTE  8 — PAID-UP- FOR- LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  TRUST  FUND: 

In  October,  1974,  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  establishment  of  a life  membership  program  available  to  any  member  of  a 
participating  department.  The  plan  provided  for  the  creation  of  a Trust  and  the  appointment  of  a Trustee  for  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  the 
program.  In  accordance  with  the  plan,  funds  equal  to  the  annual  dues  of  life  members  are  withdrawn  from  the  Trust  for  current  operations  each  year.  The 
trust  agreement  provides  that  the  Legion  has  the  right  to  withdraw  part  or  all  of  the  assets  of  the  Trust  and  to  modify  or  terminate  the  Trust  at  its 
discretion. 

NOTE  9 — EMPLOYEES’  RETIREMENT  TRUST  FUND: 

In  1944,  the  Legion’s  National  Convention  approved  the  establishment  of  a retirement  plan  for  all  eligible  employees  of  the  Legion  and  certain 
affiliated  and  subordinate  groups.  The  plan  provided  for  the  creation  of  a Trust  and  the  appointment  of  a Trustee  for  the  administration  of  the  Trust 
Funds.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  Legion  and  the  other  participating  groups  on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations.  The  annual  cost,  as 
determined  by  the  actuary,  is  computed  using  the  aggregate-cost  method  which  includes  in  normal  cost  any  past  service  costs.  The  Legion  has  the  right  to 
terminate  the  plan,  in  which  instance  the  Trust  Fund  assets  would  be  distributed  to  the  plan  participants  as  determined  by  the  Employee  Retirement  Income 
Security  Act  of  1974.  The  market  value  of  the  Trust  Fund  assets  exceeded  the  vested  benefits  of  participants  at  January  1 , 1979.  Pension  expense  amounted 
to  $635,282  in  1979  and  $636,638  in  1978. 

NOTE  10  — LEASE  CONTRACTS: 

During  1977,  the  Legion  entered  into  an  operating  lease  for  the  rental  of  computer  equipment  through  July,  1982.  The  minimum  monthly  rental, 
which  is  modified  whenever  the  components  of  the  equipment  are  changed,  currently  amounts  to  $17,771.  Total  rental  expense  for  computer  facilities 
under  this  lease  was  $228,219  in  1979  and  $224,868  in  1978. 

In  addition,  the  Legion  has  a lease  with  the  State  of  Indiana  for  rental  of  the  National  Headquarters  building  in  Indianapolis  through  November, 
1981.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  in  lieu  of  rental  payments  the  Legion  is  required  to  maintain  the  interior  of  the  building,  as  well  as  provide 
adequate  insurance  on  the  building.  The  cost  of  maintenance  and  insurance  approximated  $247,033  in  1979  and  $281,400  in  1978.  The  Legion  has  the 
option  of  renewing  the  lease  with  the  same  terms  through  November,  1985. 

NOTE  11  — RECLASSIFICATIONS: 

Certain  changes  have  been  made  in  the  statement  of  revenue  and  expenses  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1978  to  conform  them  with  the  format  of 
the  1979  statement.  These  changes  had  no  effect  on  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  for  1978. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  ENDOWMENT  FUND  CORPORATION 


S.  Perry  Brown  (Texas),  President 


Foreseeing  the  necessity  for  a regular  annual  income  to  support  its  war 
veterans  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  programs,  The  American 
Legion,  in  the  year  1925,  conducted  a national  campaign  for  contribu- 
tions to  support  those  two  programs.  The  proceeds  from  the  campaign 
were  placed  in  the  custody  of  The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 
Corporation  as  trustee,  a goal  of  $5  million  having  been  set  and  generous 
contributions  being  received. 

The  corporation  was  incorporated  in  1925  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Delaware  and  a trust  agreement  was  entered  into  between  The  Ameri- 


can Legion  and  the  corporation  under  which  the  funds  were  administered 
by  the  corporation  and  the  annual  net  income  therefrom  was  paid  to  The 
American  Legion  for  the  use  of  the  two  programs  described. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  endowment  fund  is  summarized  as 
shown  below  for  each  of  the  five  preceding  years.  The  figures  shown  were 
taken  from  the  annual  audits  of  Geo.  S.  Olive  & Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 


December  31,  December  31,  December  31,  December  31,  December  31, 


1979  1978  1977  1976  1975 

TOTAL  ASSETS $7,297,577  $7,258,445  $7,159,699  $7,439,164  $7,456,915 

Investments 7,205,633  7,048,669  7,034,954  6,956,947  6,952,757 

Net  interest  received 577,261  560,767  485,658  517,708  515,387 

Expense 18,232  14,841  11,256  14,192  12,683 

Excess  of  income 

over  expense 559,029  545,926  359,509  503,516  502,704 

Earnings  transferred 
or  due  to  The 

American  Legion 525,000  450,000  650,000  525,000  500,000 

Yield  on  average  book 
value  of  investments 

(percent)  8.10  7.96  6.94  7.44  7.41 
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NATIONAL  SECURITY 

(Continued Jrum  Page  115) 

CRIME  RESISTANCE 

The  American  Legion  National  Crime  Resistance  Pro- 
gram continues  to  be  a viable  method  of  community  in- 
volvement for  local  American  Legion  Posts.  The  Crime 
Resistance  booklet,  published  in  cooperation  with  the  FBI 
and  the  M.M.  Eberts  Post  #1,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  in  its 
fourth  printing.  More  than  80,000  copies  have  been  dis- 
tributed thus  far  to  schools,  Auxiliary  Units,  Legion  Posts 
and  other  civic  groups. 

AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  nearly  a million  strong, 
came  into  being  by  action  of  the  First  Annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  in  November  of  1919. 

The  Auxiliary,  from  its  very  earliest  days,  has  been  a 
strong  right  arm  for  the  nation’s  largest  veterans  organiza- 
tion, and  consists  of  wives,  mothers,  daughters,  sisters 
and  granddaughters  of  American  veterans  of  wartime  serv- 
ice to  the  nation  who  are  eligible  for  American  Legion 
membership. 

The  organizations  are  similarly  structured  with  the  Aux- 
iliary National  President  and  Secretary  as  the  counterparts 
of  The  American  Legion’s  National  Commander  and 
National  Adjutant,  respectively. 

Program,  principle  and  policy  of  the  two  organizations 
are  as  nearly  parallel  as  the  organizational  structure,  which 
has  the  same  general  line-up  of  national,  state  and  local 
commissions  and  committees  for  both.  While,  on  occa- 
sion, the  two  organizations  may  adopt  different  projects  or 
service  themes  in  some  years,  the  cooperative  aspect  of  the 
relationship  is  never  lost,  and  the  overall  objective  is  al- 
ways the  same:  “Service  to  God  and  country,  to  the 
nation’s  veterans  and  youth,  and  to  our  fellow  human 
beings.” 

The  voice  of  the  Auxiliary  is  particularly  potent  where 
some  might  least  expect  it  — in  the  area  of  national  se- 
curity, and  foreign  relations,  and  with  any  matters  that  re- 
quire legislative  action.  This  is  not  an  Auxiliary  which  just 
“tags  along.”  Even  though  it  is  tremendously  supportive  in 
most  areas  of  American  Legion  work,  it  is  an  innovative 
organization  that  develops  programs  of  its  own  which 
supplement  and  complement  those  of  The  American 
Legion. 

For  example:  over  a period  of  many  years  the  programs 
of  the  Auxiliary  in  inter-American  affairs  have  been  con- 
siderably more  aggressive  than  those  of  The  American 
Legion,  although  the  Legion  has  recognized  the  need  for 
strengthening  the  ties  that  bind  the  Americas  against  out- 
side intervention  or  aggression. 

In  those  program  areas  where  you  would  expect  to  find 
women  in  an  active  role,  you  will  find  them  there  in  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  Countless  hours  of  volunteer 
service  go  into  such  programs  as  Veterans  Affairs  Volun- 


teer Service  (VAVS)  work,  and  the  ladies  are  just  as  active 
and  supportive  in  Children  & Youth  activities,  while  pro- 
viding effective  leadership  in  many  areas  of  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  work. 

A substantial  portion  of  the  funding  for  many  Auxiliary 
programs,  and  from  which  they  also  contribute  generously 
to  ongoing  American  Legion  programs,  is  the  Memorial 
Day  Poppy  program,  which  provided  beneficial  results  in 
more  ways  than  one.  The  poppies  are  hand  made  by  hos- 
pitalized veterans,  who  are  paid  for  their  work  which  in 
many  instances  serves  a therapeutic  rehabilitative  purpose, 
while  the  proceeds  of  sales  to  the  general  public  go  back 
into  rehabilitation  and  Children  & Youth  programs. 

Mrs.  Bernard  (Agnes)  Kennedy,  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  is 
the  current  national  president  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  will  serve  through  the  Auxiliary’s  1980  Bos- 
ton Convention  at  which  time  her  successor  will  be 
selected. 

The  Eight  and  Forty  is  an  affiliate  organization  of  the 
Auxiliary,  making  it  also  an  affiliate  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  principal  effort  of  the  Eight  and  Forty  is 
directed  to  a specific  area  of  Children  & Youth  work  where 
their  responsibilities  encompass  the  field  of  lung  and  res- 
piratory disease.  The  Eight  and  Forty  offers  nursing 
scholarships  each  year  to  nursing  personnel  interested  in 
advancing  their  skills  and  knowledge  in  this  particular  area 
of  health  care,  and  their  contributions  to  The  American 
Legion’s  Child  Welfare  Foundation  are  channelled  in  that 
direction  for  research  and  the  dissemination  of  existing 
knowledge  in  this  specialized  field. 


Mrs.  Bernard  (Agnes)  Kennedy,  National  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  presents  National  Com- 
mander Frank  I.  Hamilton  with  a check  for  $10,000,  a gift 
from  the  Auxiliary  to  The  American  Legion’s  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation.  The  presentation,  made  during  the  1979 
Fall  National  Executive  Committee  meetings,  followed  a 
gift  of  $20,000  from  the  Auxiliary  presented  by  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy before  the  Annual  Commanders  and  Adjutants  con- 
ference the  preceding  day.  The  Auxiliary’s  Financial  sup- 
port to  these  programs  and  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Re- 
habilitation programs  is  a long-standing  tradition.  During 
the  Spring,  1980,  NEC  Mrs.  Kennedy  presented  an  addi- 
tional check  for  $20,000  for  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Re- 
habilitation program,  and  $5,000  in  support  of  the  coming 
fall  leadership  conferences. 
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Legionnaires: 


SHOW 


TOUR 


OUTDOOR  U.S.  FLAGS  (not 
illus.)  Finest  quality  heavy 
bunting.  Embroidered  stars, 
sewed  stripes.  Nylon 

Cotton  (No.  72933)  (No.  72920) 

3*5'  10.65  13.65 

4'*6'  14.80  20.00 

5*8'  22.90  29.15 

Write  for  prices  on  larger  flags. 


OUTDOOR  LEGION  FLAGS 

(not  illus.)  Heavy  cotton  bunt- 
ing. Canvas  heading  with  metal 
grommets.  No  Lettering. 


No.  72829  3’ *5' $11.95 

No.  72841  4 *6' $19.15 


SHIPPING  AND  INSURANCE  Add  to  ALL  Orders 

Up  to  $5.00 $1.50  $30.01  to  $50.00  $4.00 

$5.01  to  $15.00 $2.50  $50.01  & Over  $5.00 

$15.01  to  $30.00  $3.00 

PRICES  GOOD  THROUGH  DECEMBER  31,  1980 
ORDER  FROM:  National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  CPAU 

The  American  Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055,  lndianapolis,JhM6206 

J”  Enclosed  is  $ or:  Charge  my  □ VISA 

| □ MasterCharge  Card  No.  

* Expires Interbank  No.  

j Please  Ship: Size:  Style 

I Name 

J Street 

| City  State Zip 


A 

A.  HOME  FLAG  SET.  Installs  in  minutes  on  any  vertical  or 
horizontal  surface.  2-pc.  aluminum  pole,  plastic  eagle,  steel 
holder  with  cleat,  halyard,  heavy  cotton  bunting  U.S.  flag  with 
embroidered  stars,  sewed  stripes,  flag  etiquette  folder,  storage 
carton. 

No.  72800  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  flag $13.30 

No.  72801  8-ft.  pole  — 4'  * 6'  flag $20.10 

Same  as  above  except  cotton  sheeting  flag  with  dyed  stars  and 
sewed  stripes. 

No.  72802  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  flag $ 6.60 

B.  DELUXE  HOME  FLAG  SET.  Lustrous  heavyweight  nylon 

U.S.  flag  with  embroidered  stars  and  sewed  stripes,  handsome 
gold-tone  aluminum  pole  (4-pc.),  steel  bracket  with  cleat, 
plastic  eagle,  halyard,  flag  etiquette  folder.  Gift/storage  box. 
No.  72909  6-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  flag $22.35 

C.  LAWN  FLAG  SET.  Telescopic  white  steel  pole,  ground  sock- 
et with  cap,  plastic  ornament,  halyard,  cleat,  aluminum  pulley, 
heavy  cotton  bunting  U.S.  flag  with  dyed  stars  and  sewed 
stripes.  Easy  to  install.  (Aluminum  pole  and  different  rigging 
on  12  ft.  set.) 

No.  72820  12-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5'  U.S.  flag  $32.20 

No.  72813  1 8-ft.  pole  — 3'  * 5’  U.S.  flag  $37.15 

D.  DELUXE  DESK  SETS.  Printed  rayon  8"  * 12"  U.S.  and 
Legion  flags,  golden  yellow  fringe,  cord  and  tassels,  ebonized 
staffs  with  gold  eagles,  plastic  base  with  golden  metal  Legion 
or  Auxiliary  emblem.  (Specify). 

No.  72860  Legion  $15.85 

No.  32860  Auxiliary  $15.85 

E.  DESK  COLORS.  4"  * 6"  printed  rayon  flags  (U.S.  and  choice 
of  Legion  or  Auxiliary),  golden  yellow  fringe,  cord  and  tassels, 
brass  finish  staffs  with  spearhead  ornaments  and  matching  base. 

No.  72910  U.S.  & Legion $ 375 

No.  32910  U.S.  & Auxiliary $ 3 75 


COLORS 

every  day  of  the  year! 
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of  a mist  at  the  Isle  of 


that  a MacLeod 
waffis  the  bluff 
to  make  sure.  <*  4 


